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| novel comblnatlons of parts and devmee here-

To all whom Tt m@y COnCern: | .
-Be it known that I, LOUIS RADKE, a citizen
of the United States, residing in Sharon, in

the county of Walworth and State of Wiscon-

sin, haveinvented a new and useful Improve-

‘ ment in Housings and Hangers for Sliding
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Doors, of which the followmg Is a epemﬁee-
tion.

This invention relates to 1mpr0vements in
housings and hangers for sliding doors.

The ob;]ect of my invention is to provide
means for the protection of the runway of the

door, so-that the track upon whieh the door

'slides and the space surrounding the track

will be maintained free from all obstructions.

Heretoforein the practical operation of slid-
ing doors for barns and other buildings a
great deal of . diffi

in the housing which surrounds the track or
runway at the top and sides, and thus ob-
structing the running of the han{rer wheels on

the tra,ck and frequently rendeunfr it lmpos-' |

sible to operate the door and often wrecking
it by throwing the hanger-wheels from the

track. As the housings heretofore in use in
connection with.the ordinary metal track-rail

and roller-hangers forsliding doorshave been
open at the bottom ‘the blrde can freely enter

the housing-between its side walls and the

track-rail either when the door is open or
whenitisclosed, and snow and ice frequently
collect in the housing, and thus give further

obstruction, and the deposits or collections
within the housing from this cause also tend |
to speedily decay the same, making frequent
repalrs necessary and adding to the cost of

maintaining this class of doors. My inven-
tion overcomes the above objections or diffi-
culties in a very simple manner.

My invention consists in the combma,tlon
with the door and its hanger and the track
and its housing, of a proteetmg plate or strip

located in the housmw below the tread of the |

track and closing the bottom of the housing
against edmissien of sparrows or other birds
and snow and ice both when the doorisshut
and open. |

It also consists in the novel dewees and |

“door.

culty, trouble, and incon-
venience have been experienced from birds,es-
pecially sparrows, building their nests with-

bottom thereof. -
‘teeting-plate a space is left sufficient for the 8o

(Ne medel )

in shown and deseribed. |
In my invention the houelne:, which is of
wood, is in a separate piece and independent

from the track, which is of metal and consists g3
of a single metal rail supported on eultable .

brackets centrally in the housing. - -

- The invention will be more fully under-
stood by reference to the accom panymw draw-
ings, in which—

Figurelisanelevation partly br oken away,
of the door and its housmﬂ‘ »
tical cross-section on line. 2 2 of 'Fig. 1, and
¥ig.-31s a detail view of one form of the pro- |
tecting-plate. | :
_ In the drawings, A represents the sliding
B is the track for the door, located in
the housing B’ B2 B8, The door is SUpported

by the ha,ngels C C from the track B, which :
‘1ssecured to its supporting-brackets B, The 70

hangers C C are provided with wheels or roll- -
ers C' (', adapted to engage and travel upon

the upper surface or tread b of the track B.

‘D is the protecting plate ov strip, which I

‘have shown as. located in the housing below 75'”.' :

the track B and which extends each side of
the track and nearly to the side walls of the
housing, thus contracting the opening at the
Upon one side of the pro-

hanger to travel in, and a space is preferably

left at the Opp(JSl'[e side of the plate or strip,
so that any dirt that may find its way into the

housing above the strip can readily drop out.

The spaces left at the sides of the strip are 85

very narrow-—notlarge enough to permitsnow
and ice to accumulate or for Sparrows or other
small birds to enter.

The protecting plate or strlp D prefembly

consists of a strip of thin sheet metal, and 90'}_.

D’ shows the supports to which it is dttached
and by which it is held in position to codp-
erate with the other parts. These supports
to adapt the invention to be readily applied

to doors ahea,dy erected and In use are pref- g5

erably two in number, one located at each
end of the proteebmc'-etrlp, and to enable the
strip to be stretched tight and the slack to
be taken up the supports preferably consist

of large wood-screws adapted to be firmly 1oo

KFig. 21s a ver- =
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screwed into the framework of the building
or door - frame and provided with round
smooth shanks equal in length to the width

of the protecting-strip and around which 1t

may be wound to take up the slack, DBy sim-

ply turning these strip-winding wood-screws

the metal protecting-strip may be stretched
tigcht and held in proper relation to the other
parts with which it codperates.

While I have shown the protecting piece
or strip D as made of sheet metal and sup-
ported by these roller or winding screws, it

will of course be understood by those skilled |
‘hanger-arm is permitted to travel, and means
for supporting and winding said strip, sub-

in the art that the particular construction of
the strip may be varied, as well as the par-
ticular means of supporting 1t in position,
without departing from my invention.

The importance of this invention will be

the opening closed by my protecting-plate is
a wide one, giving birds and snow easy ac-
cess to the interior of the housing.

I claim— . - |

1. In a door-hanger, the combination with

a sliding door, a roller-hanger therefor, a suit- | _
cient width to nearly close the bottom of the

able track for said hanger supported above
the door, and a housing for said hanger and
track, the outer side wall thereof extending

- slightly below the upper edge of the door

when in its normal or operative position, of
a separate protecting piece, or strip, located
in said housing beneath said track of suffi-

cient width to nearly close the bottom of the |
‘housing leaving a narrow slot wherein the |

657,991

hanger-arm 1is permitted to tmvei, sﬂi)staﬁ_

tially as and for the purpose set forth.

35

9. In a door-hanger, the combination with

a sliding door, a roller-hanger therefor, a suit-

able track for said hanger supported above
the door, and a housing for said hanger and

‘track, the outer side wall thereof extending

slightly below the upper edge of the door

when in its normal or operative position, of

a separate protecting piece, or strip, located
in said housing beneath said track of suffi-
cient width to nearly close the bottom of the
housing leaving a narrow slot wherein the

stantially as specified.

- 3. In a door-hanger, the combination with
“asliding door, a roller-hanger therefor, a suit-
appreciated from Fig. 2, which shows that | able track for said hanger supported above
the door, and a housing for said hanger and
track, the outer side wall thereof extending
slightly below the upper edge of the door

‘when in its normal or operative position, of

a separate protecting piece, or strip, located
in said housing beneath said track of suffi-

housing leaving a narrow slot wherein the

‘hanger-arm is permitted to travel, and wind-

ing-serews for supporting said strip at each

end, substantially as specified. |

- | LOUIS RADKE.

In presence of— ' '
GEORGE C. MANSFIELD,
CHARLES W. SEARL.
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