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UNITED STATES

GEORGE W.

KIRGHHOFFER, OF NEW YORK,

PateENT OFFICE.

N. Y.

HANGING CABINET, &c.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 657,779, dated September 11, 1900.

Application filed July 3, 1899,

Serial No, 722,617, (No model,)

To all whom it may concerr:

Beit known that I, GEORGE W. KIRCHHOF-
FER, & citizen of the United States, residing
in the city of New York, borough of Manhat-
tan,and State of New Ym k, have invented cer-
mm new and useful Impmvements in Hang-

ing Cabinets and the Like, of which the Iol—

lowing is a specification.
This invention relates to hanging cabinets

and like structures which are suspended on-
the wall, so as to be conveniently opened and
“closed; and the invention consists, first, of a

cabinet comprising a base, means for sus-
pending the same on the wall, a portfolio
member composed of bottom, side, and front
walls, said portfolio member being hinged to
the base at the rear edge of the bottom wall,

means applied to each side wall for retaining

the sheets of musice on the front wall, and &
cover hinged at its rear edge to the base and
provided at its front end with a catch for se-
curing the portfolio member in closed posi-
tion.

The invention consists, secondly, of a cabi-
net or like articles and a plurality of suspen-
sion devices for suspending 1t on the wall,
each of said suspension devices being formed
of an upper and two lower members, and
means for connecting the lower ends of the
lower suspension members with the cabinet,
as will be fully described hereinafter and
finally pointed out in the claims.

Figure 1 represents a front elevation of my
impmved hanging cabinet. Iig. 2 1s a side
elevation of the same. Fig. 3 is an enlarged
front view of the hanging cabinet, showing
the same in open position. Fig. 4 is an en-
larged side view of the cabinet, showing it in
closed position. Fig. 5 is a vertical trans-
verse section of the cabinet, showing in dotted
lines the position assumed by the portfolio
member when the same is swung into open
position; and Fig. 6 1s a Veltwal detaill sec-
tion of a cateh or clasp for holding the port-
folio member of the cabinet in elosed position.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

Referring to thedrawings, ¢ represents the
base of the eabmet whmh is preferably pro-
vided at its rear pmt with felt or other cush-
ions ¢/, so as to rest against the wall. To the |
base ¢ishinged a portfolio member which con-

frontwalle. Therearedgeof the bottom wall
d is connected with the base a¢ by a hinge or
hingese. The bottom, side, and front walls of
the portfolio member are rigidly secured to-
gether, so that it ean be lowered on its hinges
L e from a vertical position into a horizontal
position. To the innerside of each side wall
'/ of the portfolio member is attached a plate
g, provided with lugs at its upper ends, said
lugs earrying pivotally - mounted arms h,
which are actuated by a leaf-spring2, so that
the cross-barj at the outer end of each arm /1
is pressed firmly on the sheet-music A or other
articles stored in the portfolio member. A
cover b is also hinged to the base ¢ by means

%prlllﬂ‘-(}dtch [, (shown in Fig. 6,) said catch
pressing &O'amsta button m ab the upperedge
of the tmnt wall ¢ of the portfolio membel

At the upper part of the base ¢ are arranged
horizontal rodsn, which are provided at their
I'inner ends with upwardly-extended slotted
armso. The portfolio member of the cabinet
is supported when swung in open or lowered
position by means of chains or other suspen-
sion devices v, which are connected at their
upper ends with stirru ps v, attached to hori-
zontal rods n at the upper part of the base «
and at their lower ends with loops « on the
outside of the side walls . The chains or
other suspension devices 1w are each provided
with a weight «, 8o that when the parts are
returned from the open position (shown in
Fig. 5) to the closed position (shown in Fig.
4) the weights will prevent the entering of
| the chams between the side walls of the port-
folio member and the base durmn" the closing
i motion of the same.

As shown in Figs. 1 and 2, a plurality of

ing the cabinet on the wall. Each suspen-
sion device is composed of an upper member
r and two lower members 773, the upper
member being connected at its upper end by
a hook ¢ with the molding B, attached to the
wall, and at its lower ond with the lower
| members 72 7. The lower members 7% 7* are

connected, respectively, with hanger- plates
¢, which are secured by set-screws p to the

slotted arms o at the inner ends of the rods
] n, and with stirrups s, which are made freely

| sists of a bottom wall d, two side walls £, and a

of hinges k£ and provided at its front with a

suspension devices are arranged for suspend-
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movable on the rods = in front of the han ger-

the lower suspension members 7 7% can be
readily adjusted, so as to hang the cabinet in
proper position on the wall C. The upper
and lower suspension members r 1 7% of each
suspension device are so arranged relatively
to each other and to the cabinet or other ar-

ticle suspended therefrom that the center of
gravity of the suspended article is located
between the point of connection of the upper

and lower suspension members and the wall,
so that the cabinet or other article is pressed
by its own weight against the wall. Should
the center of gravity of the article and its
contents fall in front of a perpendicular line
passing through the point of connection of
the suspension members, the lower rear
member has to be elongated by its adjusting
mechanism sufficiently to bring the center of
gravity of the suspended article either in
line with or somewhat back of the perpen-
dicular line passing through the point of con-
nection of the suspension members. The
adjusting mechanism serves, therefore, for
the purpose of producing the proper equi-
librium of the suspension devices and the
article suspended therefrom relatively to the
wall. ' |
My improved hanging cabinet is used as
follows: After it is suspended and. properly
adjusted by the lower suspension members,
80 that it hugs the wall, the hinged cover is
opened and the portfolio member moved in
downward direction into a horizontal position
until it is supported by the suspension-chains
w, as shown in dotted lines in Fig. 5. The
cross-bars y and arms £ are then raised into
upright position against the tension of their

leaf-springs ¢, so that the sheet-music or other

matter can be placed on the front wall or re-
moved therefrom.

returned into their lowered position, so as to |
press the sheet-music against the front wall |
of the portfolio member, after which it is re-
turned into upright position and locked by |

|

T'he cross-bars are then |

| IOWering the cover over the upper end of the
plates q. By the set-screws p and stirrups s |

same. 'The spring-actuated ecross-bars pre
vent the music from being displaced when the
portfolio member is returned to its upright
position. |

It is obvious that the suspension devices

‘may be used for suspending other articles,
| and that the same may be attached in any
‘other manner to the cabinet or other article,

provided that the proper equilibrium of the
suspension devices and the article suspended

therefrom relatively to the wall is established.
Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent— |
1. A cabinet for sheet-music and the like,
consisting of a base, a portfolio member com-

prising bottom, side and front walls, said
portfolio member being hinged to the base at

the rear edge of.its bottom wall, spring-actu-
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ated clamping-arms hinged to the side walls

of the portfolio member and adapted to re-
tain the sheet-music or other matter on the
front wall of the same, suspension devices for
supporting said portfolio member in lowered

position, and a cover hinged to the base and

provided at its front end with means for se-
curing said portfolio member in closed posi-
tion, substantially as set forth.

2. The combination, with a cabinet or like
article, of a plurality of suspension devices
for suspending it on the wall, each of said

suspension devices consisting of an upper
member, means for suspending the upper
member from the wall, two converging mem-
‘bers, means for connecting the lower mem-
bers with the lower end of the upper member,
means for connecting the lower ends of the
lower members with the cabinet or other ar-

ticle, and means for adjusting the length of

one of sald lower members, substantially as

set forth. | o
GEORGE W. KIRCHHOFFER.
Witnesses: | - |
GEO. E. MORSE, -
CHARLES E. SMITH.
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