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UNITED STATES

PATeENT OFFICE.

JOHN A. SPANGLER, OF SELIL’S STATION, PENNSYLVANIA ASSIGNOR OF
ONE-HALF TO AARON HOSTETTER OF HANOVER, PENNSYLVANIA

FIFTH-WHEEL.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 657,681, dated September 11, 1900,
Application filed December 16,1899, werial No. 740,687, No model)

To all whom it may conecern:
Be it known that I, JOHN A. SPANGLER, a

citizen of the United Sta,tes, residing at Sell’s
Station, in the county of Adams d,nd State of

| Penns}rlvama have invented a new and use-

ful Ififth-Wheel, of which the following is a 7'131011 and these openings form a curved bar

specification.

The invention relates to improvements in
fifth-wheels.

The object of the present invention is to
improve the construction of fifth-wheels and
to provide a simple and comparatively-inex-

pensive one which will be strong and dura-

ble, adapted to be readily applied to a run-
ning-gear, and capable of enabling a vehicle
t0 be turned in a small space.

The invention consists in the construction
and novel combination and arrangement of
parts hereinafter fully described, illustra-ted
in the accompanying drawings, and pointed
out in the claim hereto appended.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a plan view of
a fifth-wheel constructed in accordance with
this invention. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sec-
tional view. FIig. 3 is a detail perspective
view of the bottom plate. Fig. 4 is a similar

view of the top plate.

Like numeralsof reference designate corre-

sponding parts in all the figures of the draw-

ings.

constituting l}he fifth - wheel and pivotally
connected at the center of their rear edges
by a king-bolt 3, and the said plates are pro'-
vided with flat inner bearing-faces adapted
to oscillate readily on each other, Thelower
plate 2, which is secured to the front axle 4
of a running-gear, is preferably provided
with depending threaded arms arranged in
pairs and forming clips d for engaging the

sald axle; but any Cother sultable means may
be plomded for mounting the plate 2 on the
front axle. 'T'he upper plate, which has up-
wardly-extending arms 6, 1s approximately
semicireular, its peripheral edge 7 being ar-
ranged at the back and its front edge 8 being
shﬂ'htly curved and extended ellfrhtly n ad-
vance of the axle to afford a broad bearing.
The upwardly-extending arms6are threaded
for the reception of nuts and form clips for
securing a spring block or bolster 9 to the

1 and 2 designate upper and lower plates

top plate and also for mounting the usual

leaf-spring 10 thereon.
The top plate is provided at its rear portion
with opposite quadrant- slfdped openings 11

tolighten the construction and lessen the fric-

12 and a central brace or connecting-piece
13, as clearly illustrated in Figs. 1 and 4 of
the accompanying drawings.
tions of the plates are pxov1ded with perfora-

tions 14 and 15 for the reception of the king-

bolt 3. The perforation 14 of the upper plate
I8 circular, while the perforation 15 of the
bottom plate 18 rectangular or polygonal to
conform to the eonhgum‘mon of the squared
portion of the king-bolt, whereby the latter
is locked against 10!33,131011

The bottom plate 2 has an extended curved
front edge 16, and it is provided with a curved

‘slot 17, which receives a depending bolt 18,

extending from the front portion of the top
plate, and this slot, which is concentrie with

the king-bolt, permits the upper and lower

plates to have a limited oscillation sufficient
to turn a vehicle. The bhottom plate is pro-
vided in rear of the slot with approximately
quadrant-shaped openings 19, and it has rear-
wardly-extending arms 20, arranged on the
same eurve as the slot 17 and a,dapted to sup-
port the top plate at each side thereof and
turn the vehicle, whereby the king-bolt and
the bolt 18 are relieved of lateral strain.

| The rear por-
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It will be seen that the fifth-wheel is simple

and comparatively inexpensive in construec-
tion, that 1t is adapted to be readily applied
to an ordinary running-gear, and that it af-
tfords an efficient bearing.

What is claimed is—

A fifth - wheel comprising a bott()m plate
having its front and rear edges curved and
prowded at the back with oppositely-disposed
rearwardly-extending curved arms, said bot-

Q0

tom plate being provided in advance of the

arms with a curved slot and having a perfo-
ration located at its rear edge at a point equi-
distant of the arms, the latter being located
at the ends of the slot substantially concen-
tric with the said perforation, the top plate

provided with curved front and rear edges
and having front and rear perforations reg-
- istering wxbh the slot and the perforation Of
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the bottom plate, a. king-bolt, passing through
the perforation of the bottom plate and
through the rear perforation of the top plate,
the arms arranged in pairs at opposite sides
5 of the plates and extending upward and down-

ward therefrom, an axle secured between the

lower arms, a spring and bolster mounted be-

tween the upper arms, and a central fasten- |

ing device passing through the spring-bolster

1o and the front perforation of the upper plate, |

| and interlocked with the lower plate at the
slot, thereof, substantially as deseribed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
' my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

.1, JOHN A. SPANGLER.

Witnesses:
J. W. MUMPER,
D. D. KRUY.
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