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1o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, MICHAEL BRESTLE
and GEORGE EDWARD BRESTLE, citizens of
the United States, residing at Middletown,

5 in the county of Dauphin and State of Penn-

sylvania, have invented certain new and use-

~ ful Improvements in Rotary Hearse-Tables;

and we do declare the following to be a full,

clear, and exact description of theinvention,

10 such as will enable others skilled in the art

to which it appertains to make and use the
same, _

The invention relates to rotary hearse-ta-
blesintended to be placed in a hearse or other

15 conveyance to receive coffins or caskets.

The object of the invention is to provide a
simple, durable, and inexpensive table of this
character which may be readily placed in a
hearse now in general nse and which will fa-

20 cllitate the introduction and removal of a
coffin or casket from the hearse and lessen to
aminimum the laborinvolved in handling the
corpse. |

With this object in view the invention con-

25 sists in certain features of construction and
combination of parts, which will be herein-
after fully set forih.

- In the accompanying dmwmﬂe in which
we have illustrated the prefer Led embodi-

3o ment of our invention, Figure 1 is a perspec-
tive view of the eomplete ta,ble Fig. 21is a
similar view of the endless apron and its sup-
porting-frame. Fig. 3 is a longitudinal sec-
tional view thr euﬂ'h Fig. 1. Flﬂ' 418 a frag-

35 mentary view 1llustratmn' in deteil one of the
locking-levers for preventing the movement
of the apron. Fig. 5is a detail perspective

-of twoof the slat-links and entifrictien-roller,
and IFig. 6 is a detail fragmentary view illus-

40 tmtmﬂ' the manner of locking the apron
against movement.

In the drawings, 1 denotes the body of the

ornamentation, but which, as shown, consists

45 of a rectangular frame composed of side

pieces 2, end pieces 3, and a top 4, having a
longitudinal rectangular opening .

6 denotes the apron-frame, which is suit-

ably supported between the side pieces 2 and

| posed of the slats 9, the ends of which are

connected flexibly together by links 10, the

pivots 11 of whieh carry antifriction-rollers

12, which travel upon the edges of the side
pieces of the apron-frame. The slats project
a slight distance above the top 4 and are pret-

55

erably provided with prongs or equivalent |

means for preventing the lateral shifting of

the casket when supported by said table.

13 denotes a roller supported at the for-
ward end of the table or at that end which
first receives the casket. This roller sus-

tains the weight of the casketin placing it in
| the hearse untll the casket has come in con-

tact with the endless apron. This roller is
preferably journaled in a board 14, secured

60

to the forward end of the table, and below

the board is a compartment or box 15, hav-
ing a door 16. Into this eemp..-utmenb is
edepted to be placed the tools or appurte-
nances used by the funeral directors.

17 denotes the locking-levers, each of which
is suitably pivoted to a side piece 2 of the
table and has one end formed with a notch
18, adapted to receive a stud 19, projecting
laterally from each link, the opposite end of
which lever projects under the board at the
forward end of the table and is provided with
a stud 20, whieh projects upward through a
curved slot 21, formed in said board. The

walls around this slot are countersunk, so

a8 to enable a person to engage the stud.and
operate it and yet allow the stud to remain
below or flush with the upper surface of the
board, so as not to interfere with the intro-
duction of the casketinto or its removal from
the hearse.

When the central pmtwn of a elat 13 oppe-
site the notched end of the lever, which is
indicated by a suitable mark on the upper
edge of the side pieces of the table, the for-
ward ends of the levers are spread apart, thus
moving their inner ends toward each other

and into engagement with the studs of the

slat. In this position the apron is locked
against movement. To releasethe apron and
permit of its movement, the forward ends of
the levers are moved in an opposite direction,
which releases their rear ends from the links

5o is provided with an endless apron 8, com- | and permits of a free movement ot theapron.
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From the foregmnﬂ‘ deserlptmn td,ken in
connection with the accompanying drawings,.

the construction, operation, and adva,ntaﬂ'eb
of the invention will readily be understood.

without requiring an extended explanation.

- The device may be adapted to any of the

e

forms of hearses now in use, and by its em-
ployment the introduetion of the casket into
and its removal from a hearse very materi-

ally lessens the labor and diffieulty.
While we have shown and described t,he

preferred embodiment of our invention, we

wotilld have it distinetly understood- thab we

reserve to ourselves the right to make such |
changes in the eonstrlmtlon as would suggest |
Th(—‘ﬂlb@l"f‘s to an ordinary mechanic or as may
be read-into the appended claim.
"Having thus described and ascertained the
nature of the said invention, what we claim

_,.
- em .oml, .

857,639

| d‘-‘i new, :—md desire to seeure bv L‘E‘tfel‘ Pat-

ent, 13——-
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A hearse-table, comprising the body por-
- tion, an. apron- frame supported within the

body portion, an apron mounted upon the

t.said frame and provided with rollers to en-
gage and.ride along the edges of said frame,

“a roller mounted at the adv ance end of the

L
-
-

body portion, and locking-levers for locking

:the apron against movement.

In testimony whereof we have hersunto set
our handsin presence of two c;ubsm ibing wit-

- IReSSes..

MICHAEL BRESTLE.
GEORGE EDWARD BRESTLE.

Witnesses:
- C. B. ERISM?A‘N,
P. ETTER IRWIN.
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