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s0 as to facilitate the shining operation.

nally - movable slide D, carrying the foot-

should fit the set-screw A’.
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1o all whom it may concern: , ]

Be it known that I, ELMER A. WILCOX,; a
citizen of the United States, residing in Chi-
cago, 1n the county of Cook and State of Illi-
nois, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Shoe-Holders for Boot-Blacks’
Use, of which the following is a specification.

My aim in this invention has been to devise
a holder for boot-blacks’ use adapted not only
to support a shoe off the foot while it is being
polished, but also to distend the shoe-upper

The principal features of the invention re-
late to the meansemployed fordistending the
shoe-upper, and the nature of the invention
18 fully disclosed in the subjoined descrip-
tion and is illustrated in the accom panying
drawings, in which— -

Figurelisaperspective of my device,partly
broken away. Fig. 2 is a horizontal section
through the distending parts, and Fig. 3 is a
vertical section on the line 2 2 of Fig. 2.

In said drawings, A denotes a bracket pro-
vided with a set-screw A’, whereby the holder
may be secured while in use to a table or
other convenient support. Inone piece with
this bracket is a metal frame consisting of a
vertical back piece B and a forwardly-pro-
Jecting tubular piece C. The piece B sets
against the rear of the shoe when the device
1s in use, and in the piece Cis a longitudi-

forms hereinafter mentioned and controlled
by a long screw E, supported at its lower end
in said tubular part C and at its upper end
In a projection K of the metal back piece B, |
the slide being connected to the serew by |

bars I F, joined to the opposite sides of the |

slide by the pin F'and at their upper ends to
a nut ¥¢, moving on the secrew. The upper l

end of the screw is adapted to receive a |

wrench, and preferably the same wrench

It will be noticed from the deseription thus
far given that by moving the nut F*down on
the screw the slide D will be forced outward
from tube C. | __

The slide D is slotted from side to side for
a part of its length, as shown at D’, and this
slot I pivot to arms G and G’ by means of a
vertical pivot G* the arms being arranged |

efficiently

one abovethe other in theslot. These arms

are employed to support the expansible forms

H and H', which unitedly are shaped much
like the forward portion of a shoe-last. The
forms are pivotally united to the ends of the
arms by pivots H?, located centrally of the
inner surfaces of the forms and in enlarge-
ments J. The arms are L-shaped, as plainly
illustrated, in order toavoid interference with
the bars F and also to position the pivots H?
laterally of the plane of the pivot G?, and thus
enable the forms to yield readily to the resist-
ance which their points encounter when
forced against the toe of the shoe. This re-
sistance causes the arms to swing on the pivot
G°, and thus carry the forms laterally in
the expanding or distending movement. In

this- movement the rear ends of the forms

are likely to move sidewise before the points:
but as soon as the ends come against the

60_'
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sides of the shoe they react on the points

and force the latter out, so that the forms

readily adjust themselves to the size and
shape of the shoe, and thus so fill the upper
as to keep it properly distended for shining
purposes.
1ing until this condition is arrived at. It is
not necessary that both forms should move
alike in expanding, as it sometimes happens
that one may expand more than the other;
but as a rule that will not prevent them from
serving their intended purpose.
It will be understood that when the shoe is

put upon the holder the back of frame mem-

ber B sets up against the inside surface of the

back of the shoe, so that the latter cannot
move forward with the forms.

The sides of the tubular member C are cut
away opposite the slot D', as shown at C/, in
order to permit the form-supporting arms to
be reversed, as shown in the case of one of
them in Fig. 2 in broken lines. This permits

the forms to move back and close against said.
‘tubular member for convenieuce in carrying,

shipping, or storage. The forms are made
hollow as far as possible to lighten their

‘welght.

The operation of the device is as follows:
Supposing the holder to be secured to a sup-
port with the parts in the position shown in
Fig. 2, the shoe is positioned with the forms

'The screw should be kept turn-
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looking...towa,i'.d-the.ti(je‘f-:- and the frame mem-| 2. The combination in a. shoe-holder of a

ber against the back. The serew is then frame, a vertieal screw, & slide actuated by 20
turned so as to lower the nut and forece the | said screw by meansof a nutand bars F, ex-
~ slide and forms forward into the shoe. When | panding-forms H and H', and L-shaped arms
¢ the forms come against the toe, they expand | connecting said forms to the slide and freely
and adjust themselves to the interior of .the | pivoted. at both ends, substantially as speei-
shoe and fill out and support the-upper while | fied. S ; 25
the shoe is being polished. T remnove: the:| 3. The combination in a shoe-holder of ex-
- shoe, the forms are retracted by reversing the nanding-forms H and H’ unitedly possessing
10 8¢rew. - | ~+ | vtheshape:of alast, means for supporting said
. The holder is adapted to be used with all’| forms so as to permit their self-adjustment to
sizes of shoes. | ' the shoe, and means for moving the formsfor- 3o
I elaim— - S | ward in_the shoe, substantially as specified.
1. The combination in a4 shoe-holder of a | | | | ;
i frame, a vertical screw, a- slide actuated by | - ELMER _A' WILCOX—'
said serew by means of a nut and bars F, Witnesses:
forms H and H', and arms- connecting said: Epw. S. EVARTS,

forms to the slide, substantially as specified..

i

H. M. MUNDAY.
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