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To all whom it ma»y concermn:
Beit known that we, CHARLESL NEAL and

WILLIAM A. NEAL, eltlzens of the United |

States, residing at Bunﬂ‘els in the county of
Greenbrler and Sta,te of West Virginia, have

invented a new and useful Foldmﬂ' Coop, of
‘which the followmg 1S a speclﬁcatlon

The invention’ rela,tes to 1mpr0v'ements in

 folding coops.

i6

One object of the present mventlon is to

improve the construection of poultry-coops

and to provide a simple and comparatively-.

~ inexpensive one capable of being compactly

folded upon its bottom, so that it w111 not oc-
cupy any more ﬂoor-space when folded than

when in use.

Further ob‘]e.ets of the mventlon ale 130 en!
~able the coop to be securely locked inits un-

- folded or operative position; to prevent it

Z0

| aud novel combination and arrangement of |

from aeeldentally collapsing, to afford ready
means of access to its 1nter10r a,nd to ena,ble

it to be conveniently cleaned.
The invention consists in the construction

palts hereinafter fully deseribed, illustrated

in the accompanying drawings, and pointed

- out in the claims hereto appended.

o - view of a foldingcoop (,onqtructed In accord-
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" marginal ﬂanﬂ'es or walls, which strengthen-

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective

ance with this invention and shown in posi-
tionforuse. Fig. 21 isa longltudlnal sectional
view of the same. Fig. 3 is a perspective

view illustrating the ‘manner of folding the

coop. Fig. 4is a transverse sectlonal VIGW,
the parts bemfr folded.

- Like numerals of 1efel ence deswnate corre-

......

ings.
1 designates a SOlld bottom. prowded at its
side and end edges with bars 2 and 3, forming

the coop and 1etmn the feed and prevent the
feet of the poultry from protruding through

the sides and ends of the coop. Thesideand
‘end bars 2 and 3, which are nailed or ether-

- wisesecured to the bottom are eonnected and

3¢

supported at their ends by corner-irons. 4,

ting; but the} may be remforced in any

other suitable manner. The ends 5 of the

coop, which may be constructed of stout wire
or other suitable materlal are hinged to the

against inward or dow nward movement by

edges of the side bars 2 and which are pref-

| erably constructed of wire, similarto the ends

5. The sides and ends Wheu constructed of

wire will consist of a stout wire frame and a
‘woven-wire covering secured to the frame by

bemn' coiled ar ound the same. Theendsare

.' hmﬂ*ed by means of metal straps or plates 7,
‘bent to form eyes for the reception of the
‘bottom wires of the ends 5 and extended be- |
‘neath the lower edges of the end bars 3. - The
are

lower portions of the straps or plates 7
secured to the upper face of the body, and

| their outer portions are fastened to the outer
faces of the end bars 3.

By this econstruction
the straps or plates 7 not only hinge the ends
to the bottom, but they also support the end
bars and str enwthen the coop.

substantially U-shaped upper portions and

ed inward on the lower face of the bottom of

the coop. The upper U-shaped portions em-
-_braee the side bars 2 and are secured to the
inner and outer faces thereof, the bends of

the U-shaped portions formmﬂ' eyes for the

reception of the bottom wires. of the sides.

When the sides are swung upward to arrange

the coop for use, their upper portions fit be-
tween the adjacent portions of the ends 5and -
| form %ops which prevent the latter.from col-

lapsing. The inner swing of the sides is lim-

“ited by 10nfr1tud1na,1 ﬂmdes 9, arranged on the
inner or lower face of the top 10, at the side
‘edges thereof.

These lonmtudma,l guides
conmst of wires centrally secured to the lower
face of the top and extended upward and in-

- The sides are hinged to the uppel edges of
| the side bars by straps or leaves 8, 11.:1\?111“

1 botmm 1 at the upper face theleof and are

'_"a,da,pted to abut against and be supported by
‘the inner faces of the end bars 3 when they
are in a vertical position,-and they are held

L
n

ibhe sides 6; which are hinged to the upper

6a
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‘horizontal bottom portions, which are extend-
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ward atthe ends of thetop, and their end por-

tions are offset from the lower face of the top
to form guides for the ends of the coop. The

top wires of the ends 5 of the coop extend be-
tween the guide-wires and the top of the coop,

and the said ends are adapted to fold inward

and downward, and they carry with them the
top, which is a,dapted to fit within the space
inclosed by the side and end bars, as clearly

I00




illuetrated in F1

:_!"ivxhlch are cenneeted by end bars* 12 G(m—'
“stracted of sheet metal and folded 10ntr1tud1-_ﬁ

drawings.:

~opposite sides of the center with bowed por-.
tions 11, which permit. the necessary. play of |.

-the ende in folding and unfolding the coop. i
~ The top of the coop, which- may. he con- |

'."lt

Tl etrueted ef any Smtable materml 18 p]‘lIl(Sl-?---

':-F

~ nally to form two sides for embracing the up-

per and lowset faces-of- thidslats 6¥ ba.f"—sj

The

 terminals of the guide-wires are substantially:

L-shaped and extend inward ard fransversely”
of the top 10, being sta,pled or otherwise se- |

a8

~cured to Lhe end’. elate or bars and- Kuvidg’ -_s:.:md one end rod 23 pasdes through staplesor

~their exnemltlee embedded in* the: ad;]d‘eent

slats -
© Thesidesdre Ioeked awalnst otitwar & move- --
_'_menb by fastening demees 13, arrangsd: i’
pairs at the ends: of the coop and edch' eonx:

_:I._..20

sisting of a single piece of stout wire or other"

) Sultable materml whlch 18 bent to" foriii a4

s

14 and 15:

mmxsverse_pml]e and iriner and oiiter drms’
‘The transverse pintls; which: ex:

. tends déross the' fa,ee of thée end slat or bar
- i8 hm ged to the sdine by staples or other smt-

- _able med,ns a,nd the outer ariéxfends down-

- wiard and enﬂages the outer face of the adjas

cent side 6.

‘The inner arin 14, which i8'stubv
sbantmlly L.-shaped, oonstltuteq ahardle and:

g adapted to be readily gradped to'swing the
outér armi’ upwdrd out of engigethent with-

35

 the side, the upwa,rd movement of the outer
arm: bemn' limited by a step of projection:

~ mointed on the outer edge of the' adjacent

- slat-or bar, as elearly 111113t1‘ated in Figs. 1 |
~and 3 of the accompanying AdArawings:
ifiner arm; which i isarranged within: the Spdce

between the euter side slat or bar and the ddx

- jadent slat or bar; frictionally éiigages {he
former; and its: dowmmrd mevement i§ 11111-’

ited by a transverse suppertlnﬂ'-wlre 17, ex=
ténding across the: space it whigh the arh 14 is
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arranﬂ'ed and having its terniinals éxternded’

u pwctr’d and embedded in the adjaesut slat;

aaaaaa
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faces thereof The inner arim 15 is ex-

. distance between the inner and outer 4riis
- is)ess than the'width of the otuter slator bar
" when they are oit of engagement with: the

 thereby

7_":-60'__-

............................

__sdihe; ___ﬂh_e_r_e_by____w_he_n____the____fasﬁener i brought .
- toits engdging pesmon it will exert a-spridg
'-_elampmg .:Lct,lon on' the slat or bar dnd be:
prevented from' bédoming aceideti-
- tally digengaged therefroni By this" coit- |
- -struetion tfhere is'no llablllty of thé ¢odp- de-
_eld“enta,lly eolla,psmﬂ' after it has§ been: dr-
. rdnged i position for use. |

- 150f the fasténeris arranged below the pla.‘ne-
~.....of the top 10 of theé ¢obp another. €Goop*-0f-|-

- AlSo as thearm

ing’ the sides.

The centrel slat 19 is prefembly ef gt*eafef

A

_ _4 of the aceom panyme kS wultsh trhan trh@ other slebs or bars of the tep,
"Theé crmde -wires' aré'provided at |

‘i’ o¥der thiat-when its central portion is cut

-away, as illustrated in Figs. 1 and 3 of the

dra.wmgjs a deor-—opemncr 20 of sufficiént size

~will-'be prevlded “The slats or bars are sup-
pm'Led at opposite sides-of-the opening 20 by

R L

transverse rods 21, which are stapled or oth-

‘erwise secured te their upper faces. The
d(‘idr is: preferably constructed of a smtrle
piece of stout wire bent to form a series of
-reversely-arranged approximately . U-shaped
loops aid’ forming: a- éompréssible door 22,
which is adapted to be readily grasped by the

T R T <,.-.-.+ -

_:opera,tm*- and compressed to lock and unlock

|:

- eyes 24 gid: forms dpintle for the door.

The sides of the loops form parailel rods,

7 C.

75
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The -
|: othér end rod’ hds' its' teriiingl 26 bent out-

;;;Wal'd at right dugles to forim dn’ drit for eén:
;_ﬂ'agmﬂ' the ad,]aeent transverse rod 21, which

formy d4-keeper.

'§j§r0ds of the rasilient eempfesmble door form

- d.convenient grip dnd are'dddpted’to be read-. 90

(ily grasped by the hand of the operator.

The 6oopis folded by swinging the ends in-

- ward and downward'after the sides iave bsen
[ unfasténed, dud the lattér are swunginward
| oVér thé top 10, which is provided w1tha. piv-

; oted fistening dewee 27. Thispivotedfasten-

:consists ef a vertical shank and 4 horizontal
L arin which' i§’ edapted to engige: both-of the

‘hirged: gides:-

the top.

Tlie‘..?'

JItwill be seen that the ceop is excoedingly

- giitiple anid mexPenSwe in: construction, that
‘1 posSesSed gréat strength and durablhty,

The transverse pmtmns or

THe: coep is'unfolded and ar- 1
‘ranged for use by swinging the ends upward
-and: eutw:j.i*d fi,nd leekmfr bhe eldes afra,mst-__ |

95 o

/ing dévice; which is stibstantially L-shaped,

I10C
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“and- that it miay be eompaetly folded in d solid

| fori* which does not occtipy more floor- spaee‘
| than the cosp wheii' unfolded and i use:
- will 4180 b8:appareiit that the margingl side
and'éiid bar§notonlyréinforce and strengthen

TIO

_tHe coop, but thut they dlse fort walls 16 rés

-tain the'féed and’ prevent the feet of poultry
theterminals being preferably passedithro ugh_‘_'
_the slatS or barg and clénched agalﬁst the ups

froni' projectinig béyond' the'coop aiid thit a

stiple'and efficient: door is provided. Fur-

- thertiore; it will be: ¢lear that the SldeS‘ and

téfided: outward shﬂ'hﬂy, Jo that the spiice'dr | ends of the coop are secuirély locked: in pogi-

r

| tion fOﬁ use-aiid that only otie fastening de-

'—._I.

vies is employed for reﬁammg the pai‘te in
-_'Lhelr felded poswlen | .

1L A dewbe of the elass deserlbed compfls-' |
-;_mfr 4 bottom: ends hingéd to' the bottom, the
‘hinged’ sides arrano'ed to Swing. upwa,rd be-
~_?tween the énds, & tep having the ends'slid-
ingly (,orinec’ted with' it; and fastening devides
~mounted on the:top: and congisting each of &
1 transverss: pinb’le portion, au OUGer arii- for

ent and adapted to elam]ﬁ the adJacent por-
tions of the top: between’ the innier and ou‘ber'_

aris, stibstantially ds desceribed.

2 A dewce of the elass deserlbed comprle-'

115

125-"

engaging’ the side, and an . intier arm formin g

a Handle; said fasterning dévices being: vesilic
otlier object above' it and resting upon the |

5 top 10 will' eﬂ?eetually preventr it from rélens-

F GO
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Ing a bottom sides and ends hmged to the.
bottom, a top composed of slats or bars spaced.

~apart, said top being slidingly connected with

the ends, fastening dewces mounted on the

top and prowded with inner and outer ar ms.
adapted to clamp the adjacent slats or bars,
‘the outer arm being also adapted to engage |
the side of the coop a,nd the inner arm- form--

ing a handle, projections extending from the
side edges of the top to limit the upward

movement of the outer arms, and transverse
support the inner arms,

wires arranged to

- substantially as described.

20

3. A device of the class described compus-__
ing a bottom, sides, ends, a top provided with

an o.paning-,..a,nd.a compressible resilient door
hinged to the top at oneside and provided at

its oppOSIte side with means for detachably

engaging the top, substantially as described.
4, A devlee of the class described compris-
ing acoop provided with an opening, and a re-
silient complessﬂble door hinged at one side

of the 0pﬂmnn' and constl ucted of a eontmu- |

B 357;561 o

et S

ous wire or rod and pr owded at the Oppos1te
side of the opening with means for engaging

the coop, said wire or rod being bent or looped
10 form a compressible 1681116]113 door, sub-

stantially as described.

5. A device of the class deserlbed compris-
_mﬂ' a coop having a slatted top provided with
=aid top being also provided with

an opening,
transverse 10ds located at opposwe sides of

the opening, and a resilient compr essible door

‘hinged at one side of the opening and pro-

vlded with an arm arranged to engage “the

arm at the opposite side Of the openmg, sub--

stantially as described.
In testimony that we clalm the foregoing as

our own we have hereto affixed our signa-

t,mes 1n the presence of two witnesses.

'CHARLES L. NEAL.
_ WILLIA_M_A NEAL.

Wltnesses
A, M. MCLAUGHLIN
_AQUILA LIPPS
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