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1o all whom it may concern: |

Be it known that I, WiLLIAM McCLOSKEY,
a citizen of Canada, residing at Windsor, in
the county of Essex and Provinee-of Ontario,
Canada, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Spacer-Bars for Wire
Fences, of which the following is a specifica-
tion. |

This invention relates tc an auxiliary de-
vice for holding the line-wires of a wire fence
apart while weaving on the intersecting ver-
tical wires or so-called ““stays;” and the ob-
Jects of the invention are to providea spacing
device adapted to be used in wire fences in
which the top strand may be of barbed or
other wire and, further, to construct the de-
vice so that it will be of simple construction,
expedite the work of weaving, and make a
neat-appearing perfect fence.

To this end the invention embodies certain
new teatures of construction, all as more fully
hereinafter described, and pointed out in the
claims.

In the drawings which accompany this
specification, Figure 1 is a side elevation of
my improved spacing device. Fig. 2 is a
front elevation thereof, showing the deviceas
engaged upon the line-wires of a fence. Fig.
5 1s another side elevation showing the oper-
ation of the hinged jaw. Fig. 4 is a side ele-
vation similar to Fig. 3. Fig. 5is a perspec-
tive of the upper end of the spacing-bar,
showing it as in the operation of weaving on
a stay-wire. Iig. 6is an elevation of the up-
per end of the spacing-bar of slightly-modi-
ied construction.

A is a bar provided at intervals apart with
wire-guides formed by means of straight pins
a, fastened into the bar, and bent pins b, se-
cured adjacent thereto. The bent pins b,
which may be ordinary screw-hooks serewed
into the bar A, if turned as in Fig. 1 form
closed guides and if turned as shown in Figs.
5 and 4 form open guides. On the side op-

posite to the one which has the wire-guides a
shoulder ¢ is formed at the lower end of the
bar, opposite to the lowermost wire-guide on
the bar.

1o the upper end of the bar A, at one side
thereof, is pivotally secured the hand-lever
5, the upper arm of which forms, in con- |

| nection with the upper portion of the bar, a
jaw adapted to hold and grasp the top wire

between them. This lever is provided at
its lower end with a hand-grip O, which ex-
tends at right angles thereto across the face
of the bar and is adapted to be engaged by a
latch-hook D, pivotally secured to the side of
the bar. The upper arm of the lever B has
upon its outer face a projection or bill E,
adapted to hold the free end of the stay-wire,
as shown in Iig. 5. At the point where the
lever B grasps the top wire a shoulder ¢? may
be formed on the bar, asshown in Figs. 1 and
3, or this shoulder may be dispensed with, as
in KFig. 6. |

In practice, I representing the ordinary
line-wires of a fence and G a top strand of
wire, the line-wires I are engaged between
the wire-guides a b, as in Fig. 1, and the top
strand G is inserted into the jaw on top of
the bar. The operator, who stands in front

of the device, which is the side upon which

the handle C is, has thus his left hand in po-
sition to grasp the handle C and manipulate
the lever B, so as to release and again grasp
the top wire, as will be necessary in shifting
the devico on the wires if the top strand
should be of barbed wire. As the latch D is
adjacent to the thumb of the hand when hold-
ing the handle C the operator can readily un-
lateh it, while the latching is done automat-
ically. Thestayissecured totheline-wiresin
the usual manner by wrapping it around each
wire. In starting to weave astayin place the
operator first inserts the free end of the stay
H under the bill K, as shown in Fig. 5. This
holds it while ha wraps the stay around the
top wire G in the usual manner, and after the
stay is secured in place by wrapping it suc-
cessively around the remaining wires the un-
locking of the latch and throwing up of the
lever disengages the bill K from the stay-wire
and permits the device to be shifted in posi-
tion for securing a new stay. Inthis manner
no time is lost in weaving the fence by the
operation connected with securing the stay
initially to the spacing device, and, further,
there is no wire wasted, as the bill It is quite
close to the strand G, and thus no unsightly
appearance 1s produced by the loose ends.
It will be seen that the spacer ean be used
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in two ways, either by engaging the wires ¥
between the pins and then turning up the
bent pins, as in Figs. 1 and 2, to form closed

eyes which hold the spacer on the wires, or

by leaving the pins, as in Figs. 3 and 4, 10
form open guides. In this case the bottom
wire has to be engaged on the shoulder ¢, SO
as to hold the bar at its lower end against
the fence-wires, while its upper end is held
in position against the wires by the lever D.
By being able to use the spacer in either way
the operator can first start on one side, using
the spacer as in Figs. 1 and 2,and leave dou-

‘ble the space between the stays, and then
weave on the intermediate stays from the op-

posite side by using the spacer as in Figs. o
and 4, which permits of readily taking it oft
the wires and reéngaging it again. A fence
woven in this manner is much .more perfect

than one in which the stays are all woven on

from one side, as the alternate stays counter-
act each other in their tendency to bulge the
fence.

" The spacer, as shown in Figs. 3 and 4, 1s es-
pgcially adapted for weaving stayson barbed
wire. | |

What I claim as my invention 18—

1. The spacing-bar formed with a jaw at
its upper end composed of the upper end of
the bar as the stationary member and of a
lever pivotally secured thereto and forming
with its upper arm the movable member
adapted to be extended rearwardly beneath
the top wire of the fence and to be locked in
osition against the stationary member to
confine the top wire between the members ot

~ the jaw, said lever extending with its lower

arm in front of the bar and having a handle
for operating it, and an automatically-oper-

ating locking-latch for said lever adjacent to
said handle.

9. The spacing-bar formed with a jaw at
its upper end composed of the upper end of
said bar as the stationary member and of a
lever pivotally secured thereto and forming
with its upper arm the movable member
adapted to be extended rearwardly below the
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top wire of the fence, a handle on said lever

extending in front of the spacing-bar, an au-
tomatic locking-lateh for locking said lever
to the bar when the jaw is closed, and means

on said lever adjacent to the top wire of the

fence for holding the end of the stay-wire in
position when the lever is locked and to re-
lease the same by the operation of said lever.
~ 8. In a spacing device, the combination
with the spacing-bar and its wire-guides tor
spacing the fence-wires thereon, of the jaw
on the upper end of the spacing-bar, and the
shoulder ¢ on the lower end thereof opposite
the lower wire-guides, said jaw and shoulder
cooperating to hold the bar removably in po-
sition on the fence irrespective of the wire-
guides. |

4. In a spacing device, the combination of
the bar A, the lever B pivotally secured to
the upper end of the bar and forming in con-
nection therewith means for engaging and
locking the bar to the top wire,the wire-guides
formed of the straight pins a and bent pins
b, and the shoulder c on the bar opposite the
lowest wire-guide. --

In testimony whereof I have affixed my sig-
nature in presence of two witnesses.
- | WILLIAM McCLOSKEY.

Witnesses:

NorMAN T. MCKEE,
JNO. WAUGH.
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