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To all whom it may concern:
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ROBERT D. SMITH AND FREDERIC A. DELANO, OF CHICAGO, TLLINOIS.

CAR-DOOR FASTENER.

. SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patont No. 656,860, dated August 28, 1900,
o Application filed April 25, 1900, Serial No, 14,213, (Nomodel)

Beit known that we, ROBERT D. SMITH and

FREDERIC A. DELANO, citizens of the United

States, residing at Chicago, in the county of

Cook and State of Illinois, have invented cer-

tain new and useful Improvements in Car-

- Door Fasteners, of which the following is a

IO

specification. S

The object of the invention is to provide a
simple, economical, and efficient car-door fas-
tener; and the invention consists in the fea-

tures, combinations, and details of construe-

~ tion hereinafter described and claimed.
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In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a sideelevation of a portion of a car-door fitted
with our improvements; Fig. 2, a sectional

view taken on the line 2 of Fig. 1 looking in

‘the direction of the arrow, and Fig 3 a per-

spective view of one of the staples constructed
In accordance with our improvements. |
In the art to which this invention relates it

1s well known that the motive of this particu-

- lar class of inventions is to seal and prevent

30

the opening of car-doors without destroying

the seal. It is true the seal offers no great

obstacle against the opening of the door by
any party who desires to abstract contents

from cars without permission of the transpor--

tation company, owner, or consignee; but it

does provide a clew to the particular locality
at which the car has been opened, sothat with |

- the usunal methods now in the employ of the

~rallroads the thief can be traced. So true is
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- caseswhere the doorcould not be opened with-
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the foregoing that parties who had hitherto
made a living by practicing this kind of thiev-
ery have been compelled to abandon it in

out destroying theseal. In this art, however,
many and ingenious methods have been de-

vised by thieves to open the door without de-

stroying the seal, and one of these methods is

to take a small lever or pinch-bar and pry on
‘the door-staple, to which the hasp is pivotally

secured, in such a manner as to withdraw one
portion of it from the wood and permit the
hasp to be slid out of its position, and when

the contents of the car or such portion of them

as they may desire have been abstracted the

~ hasp has been sprung back into position. It

is to prevent, therefore, the springing of the
staple out of position, and thereby prevent the
disengagement thereof with the hasp, which

- In fitting a car with our improvements we
make a staple which is provided with a base
portion A, having an inwardly-extending lip
or flange « at its rear end adapted to be in-

“the staple cannot be twisted on its securing-
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specting department that the fastening de-

vices of the carhave been tampered with. Ex-

tending upwardly and then downwardly from

‘this base portion of the staple is a LJ-shaped

loop portion A’, which has its free end o' em-
bedded a desired distance into the wood. Piv-
otally secured to this loop portion of the sta-

It is desirable to provide means which will
prevent the disengagement of the staple and
the hasp without destroying the seal or some

“part or portion of the mechanism, so as to fur-

nish a clew to the inspecting department.
In order to provide such mechanism, the
U-shaped or loop portion of the door-staple,

‘and preferably the downwardly- extending

portion @', is provided with an outwardly-ex-
tending lug A? above which the hasp is held
In position, as shown particularly in Fig. 2.

Inspecting Fig. 1, it will be seen that the hasp

has an elongated opening or hole cat that part
where it engages with the door-staple. This

18 provided to permit the lug and the down-

wardly-depending portion of the staple to be
placed in engagement with the hasp and to be

disengaged therefrom whenever it becomes

necessary so to do. o

| is -the"principal_ obj e._'et of our invention, all of
‘which will be more fully hereinafter set forth.
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serted into the wood in such a manner that -
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‘bolt B without leaving a groove of such na-
ture In the wooden portion of the car asto
nofify the employees of the road or the in-

_ 79
‘ple is the hasp C, adapted to engage a proper
| staple D on the door-post and be sealed in
any desired manner,
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~ From the foregoing description of construc-
“tion and operation and an inspection of the

drawings which form a part thereof it will be
seen that the door-staple may be pried out-
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wardly, but that a disengagement of the sta-
ple and hasp cannot be effected without de-

stroying either the seal at the ordinary place
or the breaking of the securing-bolt B, which
will furnish a clew to the inspecting depart-
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ment of the railroad company. Itisneedless

to dwell on the great advantage which flows

from the use of this invention, for the reason
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that those skilled in the art will readily ap-
preciate it as being another valuable aid for

‘the protection of property in course of trans-

portation.

We claim—

1. In mechanisms of the class described, a
staple having a base portion adapted to be se-
cured to the dom of the car and an upwardly
and downwardly extending portion forming
the.loop proper provided with an extending-
lug portion A*arranged at right angles there-
with between which and the loop portion a
hasp may be pivotally secured substantlally

as described.
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2. In mechanisms of the class described, a
staple portion prowded with a flat base por-

tion having an inwardly-projecting lipand an
upwardly and downwardly pro;jectmﬂ' loop or
staple portion proper the free end of which is

provided with an extending-lug portion and
a hasp provided with an elonﬂated opening
where it engages with the staple portion, sub-

stantmlly as and for the purposes set forth.

ROBERT D. SMITH.
FREDERIC A. DELANO.
Witnesses:
THOMAS F. SHERIDAN,
H. I. CROMER.
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