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Lo all whom it may concern:

 Be it known that we, OLIVER STATON and
CARLE STATON, citizens of the United States,
residing at Gadsden, in the county of Boone
and State of Indiana, have invented certain

new and useful Improvements in Vehicle- |

Tongue Supports; and we do hereby declare
that the following is a full, clear, and exact

description of the same, reference being had

to the annexed drawings, making a part of
this specification, and to the letters of refer-
ence marked thereon. | R
T'he present invention has for its object to
provide a simple and effective device for sup-
porting the tongue of a vehicle to retain it

- from off the ground when not in use, said de-
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vice being capable of attachment to the under
side of the tongue and the supporting-arm or
prop folded up against the same when not in
use and extended to serve as a support to
the tongue when required. |
The invention therefore consists in a
tongue-support construected substantially as

shown in the drawings and hereinafter de-

seribed and claimed. _ o
Figure 1 of the drawings is a perspective
view showing a portion of a vehicle-tongue
with our invention applied thereto, the sap-
porting-arm being shown as in an extended

o position to hold the tongue elevated; Fig. 2,
a side elevation thereof, partly in section;

Fig. 3, a detail view in perspective of the
spring-plate, | | -

In the accompanying drawings, A repre-
sents & portion of a vehicle-tongue of the
usual construction, and B the supporting-
arm therefor of any desirable size and shape

~as found best adapted to the purpose. A

spring-plate C is secured to the under side of
the tongue, to which the supporting-arm is
connected by means of a pin g, said pin form-

ing a pivotal connection between the sup-
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porting-arm and the plate. The plate Chas
two parallel arms b, which terminate in
sleeves ¢, and through these sleeves extend

the pin @, said pin also passing through a
~hole in the end of the supporting-arm B. A
~space is left between the arms b of the plate
C to allow the free working of the upper end

of the supporting-arm B between the arms of
the plate when the supporting-arm is brought
down in position for use or folded up against

| the under side of the tongue. The spring-

plate C at its rear end terminates in a spur d
to enter the wood of the tongue and has.a 53
perforation ¢ to receive a bolt or screw, as
indicated at f, whereby the plate is securely
fastened to the under gide of the tongue.
The spur d entering the wood prevents the -
plate from moving sidewise, thus enabling a 60
. 8ingle screw or like fastening to be used in
securing the plate Cto the tongue. The piv-
oted end of the supporting-arm B is beveled,

| as shown at ¢, so that it will have a cam

action in forcing the spring-plate out when 65
the supporting-arm is brought to an upright
position, as shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings.
This spring-plate C is of sufficient strength
to securely hold the supporting-arm Binan
oxtended position or up against the under yo
side of the tongue when not required for use. .
A keeper D is secured to the under side of

| the tongue A and is to protect the end of the

supporting-arm B when up against the under
side of the tongue, as indicated in dotted lines 75
of Ifig. 2 of the drawings, so that when the
tongue is in use the supporting-arm is pre-
vented from being accidentally forced down
by anything getting between the end of the
arm and the under side of the tongue. The 8o
spring-plate C may be of any size and shape
and of any preferred construction found best
adapted to the size of tongue used, the plate
being of any length and thickness desired
and the supporting-arm of any suitable shape 8;
and length and of wood or metal, as found
most preferable, such changes in material
and form being made without affecting the
essential features of the invention. =~
Having now fully deseribed our invention, go
what we claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is— SR | |
- 1. A vehicle-tongue support consisting of
- a spring - plate having a perforation for a
screw or other like fastening and terminating g5
in a spur disposed at an angle to the plane of
‘the plate and entering the tongue to anchor -
sald plate, and a supporting-arm pivotally
connected to the plate, substantially as and =~
for the purpose specified. : 100
2. A venhicle-tongue support consisting of
& spring-plate having a perforation and spur
i at 1ts rear end at an angle to the plane of the
| plate and entering the tongue to anchor said
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plate, and at its front end terminating in
arms with sleeves, a supporting-arm having
1ts end located between the arms of the plate
and pivotally connected thereto by means of

a pin extending through the sleeves and

through the end of the supporting-arm, sub- |

stantially as and for the purpose set forth.

- In testimony that we claim the above we |

| have hereunto subscribed our names in the

presence of two witnesses.

OLIVER STATON.
CARLE STATON.

Witnesses:
WM. . WILEY,
A. M. MCMILLAN.
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