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-~ parts of the devi ice, as hereinafter more fully
- set forth, pointed out in my claim, and illus-
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To all whom it Ay CONCern: N |
Beitknownthatl, EbMUND W. DOOLITTLE

a citizen of the Umted States, and a resident-
of Des Moines, in the county of Polk and
dtate of Iowa, have invented certain new and
~useful Improvements in Carpet-Stretchers, of

which the following is a specification.

tion and which may be easily and quickly op-

erated by unskilled persons to stretch a car-

pet against the side wall of the room with as
frreat or as little tension as may be desired,
and, further, to provide a device of this class

- ‘Lhat may be readﬂ yand easily fastened to the

~ floor, a firm hold of the carpet quickly and
E‘dSll y obtained, and then the carpet stretched,
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so that it engages the side wall and there be
firmly held unnl taeked or othermse secur ed
thereto |

A further obJeet I8 to p10v1de a machine of

this elass in which the rod for securing the
device to the floor is prevented from moving

to a position any great distance beyond a lme -
parallel with the frame of the machine, so
that when the frame is raised to be cmrled

the said rod will be raised with it.

My invention consists in the constr uction,

arrangement, and combination of the various

- trated in the accompanylno‘ dlawmﬂ*s in
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which—
Figure 1 shows the complete dewce in per-

spective, with the rod and the main frame

separated to their limit of movement. Fig.
2 shows a longitudinal sectional view of the
device lying ﬂat upon the floor.
Referring to the accompanying dmwmma,
the frame of the device is composed of a

straight flat wooden strip 10, having on its.
| under surface a central lono'ltudmal groove

11. At one end of this strlp 10 1 have con-
nected two parallel wooden strips 12 and 13
by means of hinges 14, so arranged that the
sald strips 12 and 13 may bend downwardly
with relation to the strip 10. These strips 12

- and 13 are separated aslight distance, so that
20 &

a rod (hereinafter desenbed) may pass be-
tween them. At the juncture of these strips
10, 12 and 13 I hswe prowded & ﬂemble pro-

ing between the 'strips.

16 to the tops of said strips.

—

te(;tm 15, prefembly
cured on top of the strips to cover the open-
This protector is
prowded for the purpose of preventing the
operator’s hand from being pinched between

made of leather and se- |
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the edges of said strip when he flattens out

| the strips by pressing downwardly thereupon.

One object of thls invention is to prowde a |
device of this class which shall be of simple,
strong, durable, and inexpensive construc-

At the free ends of the strips 12 and 13 1

‘have fixed a toothed carpet-engaging frame
16, which is preferably cast or stamped com-

plete in one piece and which has an arch 16
to pass over the tops of the strips 12 and 13

‘and a straight front edge provided with a se-
ries of dewnwaldly and forwardly projecting

teeth 17. An opening is provided atthe cen-

| tral portion of this frame, so that the open-

” and 13 is unob-
Rivets or bolts 18 are

ing between the strips
structed at this point.

provided for securing this frame to the for-
ward ends of the stnps 12 and 13, and rivets

or bolts 19 are provided for securing the arch
A rod 20 is pro-
vided of a length somewhat greater than the
combined 1enn"ths of the _stups_lO and 12, and
on one end _therenf 1s an eye through which
the pin 21 passes transversely through the
free end of the strip 10 to thereby hinge the
rod to said strip. A-shoulder 22 p1o;|eets up-
wardly from this end and is so arranged as to
engage with a part of the strip 10 when the
sa,ld strip and rod are separated at an angle of
about thirty degrees, thereby pwventmﬂ* a
further movement of these parts. On the
other end of this rod 20 I have provided a
downwardly-projecting shar pened point 23,
designed to bedriven into the floor, and imme-
dlately above the said point a shoulder 24 to
limit the movement of the said point into the
floor, so that the body of the rod is always held

a slwht distance above the floor to thereby per-

mit the carpet to slide under the rod freely.
On top of the said end is a projection 25, de-
signed to receive the blows of a hammer for

driving the point into the floor.

In pr ractical operation the carpet is first se-
cured at one side of the room, and then the

operator goes to the opposite &ude and drives

the point 23 into the floor as near the wall as
may be possible. Then the rod is placed in

position at right angles to the wall and the

hinged ;JOluts of the wooden strip elevated

_and the toothed frame placed in engagement
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with the carpet to be stretched. Then the
operator forces the strips out flat by pressing
downwardly thereupon, which will obviously
bring the toothed frame, together with the
carpet engaged thereby, toward the wall of
the room, thereby stretching the carpet.

The edﬂ'e of the carpet may obviously be

- forced forwardly until itengages the shoulder

10

24, and, further, the carpet, will be there held
until the operator secures it to the floor.

- One of the peculiar advantages of my ma-.

~ chine 1s the perfect freedom with which the
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it to the floor at a different point.

toothed carpet-engaging frame may be moved

up and down into engagement with the car-
pet, so that a hold may be quickly obtained
on the carpet at any point, and in use should
the operator find that upon pressing the
strips downwardly the carpet will be moved
either too far or too little he may readily ob-
tain a new hold before stretching. Another
important advantage in the operation of my
machine is found in the ease with which an
operator may move the machine and attach

rod 20 may be easily and quickly disengaged
from the floor by moving its pivoted end
laterally, which may be obviously done with-

out actually grasping the rod, but simply by
moving the strips.

30 M

Then the entire device
ay be elevated by the operator grasping

First the

|
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these strips and raising them, the projection
22 providing means wheleby the rod will be
raised together with the strips. The machine
is thus carried to a new position and the

pointdriven into the floor by a blow from the

hammer.

Havingthus described the carpet-stretcher,
what I ela1m as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent of the Unlted States

‘therefor, is—

An im proved (,alpet-stretchel comprising
in combination, a strip 10, havlnn a groove 11

therein, two pamllel stmps 12 and 13 hinged.

to the end of the strip 10, opposite from sald
oroove, with a slight space between them, a
carpet-engaging frame fixed to the remaining
ends of said strips 12 and 13, said frame com-
prising the arch 16 and the teeth 17, and a
rod in the groove 11 at the free end of the
strip 10 and projecting through the carpet-
engaging frame between the arch and teeth
thereof, of a length greater in the combined
lengths of the strips10 and the parallel strips

12 and 13, and a point 23 on the free end of

said rod, substa,ntlally as and for the pur-
poses stated
| EDMUND W. DOOLITTLP
- Witnesses:
R. G. ORWIG,
THOMAS G. ORWIG
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