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Ta a,ZZ whom it may cance? we L
- Beitknown thatI,JOEN WALTER FAIRFAX,

g citizen of the Umted States, residing at

Freestone Point, in the county of Prince Wil-

liam and State of Virginia, have. invented
certain new and useful Improvements in Mail-
~ Bag Closures; and I.do hereby declare the

following to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the mventlon, sneh as W111 enable oth-

makeand use the same.

. The type of mail-bag cldsmn* by a serles of
folds and secured by a fa,stemnﬂ' Ppassing

~ through openings or slots in the folds in coin-

- 1_:5

: sack, and the minimum cost and weight in-
'Volved One of the chief objections urn*ed

20

cident relation and having a head or enlarge-
ment at one end and a lock at the opposite | o
end is preferred by many because of the sim-

plicity, ease of fastening and opening the

against mail-bag closures of the variety afore-
sald 18 the Weakemnﬂ* of the mouth portion

of the sack and the n*reat width of the folds
resulting from arranging ‘the slots through

which the fastening passes in a line parallel-

with the edge of the sack and at a right angle

to its length. 'This invention aims to ma.m-?

- tain the maximum strength of the sack and

s
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© mail-sack adapted to close by a series of rela-

| 40

admit of the folds being compa,ra,twely nar-

row; also to prowde for shedding the water
quickly during a rainy spell when the sack
- is suspended from the erane and prevent in- |
jury to the mall matter from Water entmmo‘_
therein. |

‘The 1nvent10n consmts, essentlally, _of a

tively-narrow folds and having the slots for
the fastening centrally dlsposed with refer-

~ence to the folds and parallel therewith and
with the length of the sack; an oblong link
of a size to pass readily throuﬂfh the slots of |
‘the folds when gathered and 130 have its end

} portions prOJect beyond the extreme folds a

4_-_5

short distance; a ring looped into the link

and adapted to move therem from one end to
the other, so as to admit of either end of the

link belng thrust through the slots of the.

| '_'aforesmd folds, said ring being confined in

- .the opposite end of the link and preventing
- 50 the Iattel fmm p3831ncr entlrel;y throuﬂ*h the

]

' folds and serving as a means to connect the
‘mail-sack with the crane, and a  padlock to
| engage with the end of the link passed

'j-through the folds of the sack, thereby se-
‘curing the latter when closed.

The invention is set forth in detail herem- |

after and 111ustrated in the annexed drawings,
in which—

“Figure 11is a pe1speet1ve view of the end
portion of a mail-sack, showing it fastened in

accordance with the prmclples of this inven-

{ion.
.seen from the reverse side.

Fig. 2 is a view similar to Fig. 1 as
Kig. 3 1s a per-
spective view showing the elosmg end of the
sack opened. Fig. 4 is a perspective view

of the fastenmg,the padlock being disengaged

'from the link. -

or tra,nsversely of the folds and sack.

Cou*espondmfr and like parts are I'BfGII'Ed‘
‘to in the following description and indicated
in all the views of the drawings by the same

reference characters. -
The mail bag or sack 1 may be of eanvas
or other mater 1&1 generally employed in the
manufacture of this class of articles; so as to

admit of its closing end being formed into a

series of folds 2. Slots 3 are provided in the
folds medially thereof and extend parallel
therewith and with the length of the sack and
are reinforced by eyelets or in any substan-
tial manner. By providing the slots length-
wise of the folds and sack a greater number

can be located in a sack of given width with-

| out weakening it than is poss:Lble in such

articles hawng the slots arranged end to end
Hence
the folds can be smaller or narrower. More-
over, in sacks having the slots tla.nsversely

amann‘ed a maximum amount of opening is

prowded to cateh rain and direct it inward
to the detriment of the mail-matter. The

o JOIIN WALTER I‘AIRFAX OF FREESTONL POINT, VIRGINIA ASSIGNOR TO
' S OF ALDIE, VIRGINIA. =

55

6O

no

75

80

00

present invention obviates this feature, since -
the slots are disposed 8o as to enable the sack

to shed all the water when out in the rain a,ud

suspended from a crane for dellvely to or

from a passing train.

‘The fastening conmsts, essentlally, ofalink

4 of oblong form and length to pass through

the folds 2 when the sack is closed and have

its ends pro;ect beyond the extreme folds, so

l as to receive the 111:10' 5 and the hasp of the 100 .




- padlock 6.

10

. the folds, the latter being confined between-
the ring 5 and the padlock 6 at opposﬂze ends

tradlstmctlon to solld the ring 5 can move

freely therein and admit of either end being |
thrust through the slots 3, which is of mate-

rial &dv&ntaﬂe in a saving of time and an-
noyance. The ring plevents the link from
passing entirely through the slots 3 and is
used for handling the sack and as a means
for suspending it from the crane.
lock 6 may be of any type, and its hasp en-
gages with the end of the link passed through

of the lmk 4,

20

The fastenm& is exceedmﬂ‘ly sunple light,

durable, and capa,ble of use in connection

with different sacks, since it is separate
therefrom and when in position occupies &

minimum amount of room, as the ring and |

padlock can fold close aﬂ*amst Lhe outermost

p01 tlons of the saek

By havmﬁ' the lmk open in con- |

The pad-

2 B 656,398

Having thus descr 1bed the mventlon what

is elmmed as Nnew is—
In combination with a mml—sack adapted

to close by a series of comparatively-narrow

folds, the latter having centrally-disposed
slots extendmﬂ‘ lengthwztse of the folds and
sack, an open link of oblong form adapted

to pass through the 1eﬁ'1$ter111ﬂ‘ slots of the

folds, a ring ﬁtted to the link and freely mov-
able therem from end to end to admit of

either end of the link passing through the

folds when placing the fasteningin posﬂslon
and a padlock to engage the end of the link
passed through the sald folds, substantla,lly

as described.

In testimony whereef I affix my &gnature

1n presence of two witnesses.

JOHN WALTER I‘AIRFAX
WltneSSE‘S‘
GLADYS L. THOMPSON
" GENEVIEVE MATTHEWS*
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