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- partly in section, the latch being open.

35

{0

‘holdbacks. | '

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFiCEe

IIARVEY SHIBLEY, OF FONDA, NEW YORK.

bt T

HOLDBACK.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 656,272, dated August 21, 1900.
| Anpl{@ation filed May 4, 1900._ Serial No. 15,627, (No model.)

To all whom it may COTLCErIL: o
- Be 1t known that I, HARVEY SHIBLEY, a

citizen of the United States,residing at Fonda,

in the county of Montgomeryand State of New
York, have invented a new and useful IHold-
back, of which the following is a specification.

The invention relates

~ One object of the present invention is to
improve the construction of holdbacks and to

provide a simple, inexpensive, and efficient;-

device adapted to be readily applied to a shaft

or thill and capable of facilitating hitching |

and unhitehing and adapted in event of the
breakage of the traces or the whiffletree to
release the holdback -straps auntomatically
and prevent them from catching on it.

A further object of the invention is to pro- |

vide a device of this e¢haracter which will re-

-main open and in which the spring will be

protected from injary when the parts are in
their normal position, but to which access
may be readily had should it be necessary to
repair or replace the spring.

The invention consists in the construction

‘and novel combination and arrangement of

parts hereinafter fully desecribed, illustrated
in the accompanying drawings, and pointed
out in the claim hereto appended. -
- In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a holdback constructed in accordance
with this invention and shown applied to a
portion of a thill. Fig. 2 is a side elevation,

Like numerals of reference designate cor-
responding parts in both ficures-of the draw-
ings. . _ L
?l designates a holdback comprising a body

‘or bracket 2 and a pivoted latch 3, which is

mounted upon the body and which is adapted
to abut against the upper face of a thill 4.to

_confine a holdback-strap on the body. The

~ around the post and catching thereon shounld | downward and forward and having its up-

-body is composed of a base-plate 5, a post 6,

and a brace or guard 7. “The post rises from
one end of the base-plate.and inclines forward

slightly, as clearly shown in the accompany-
ing drawings, and the inclined brace or guard

extends upward and forward from the rear

and is adapted to support the same.and also
to prevent a holdback-strap from wrapping

gyl

to improvements in

- the lateh in its closed position.

the position shown in Fig. 2

the whifﬂetreé or traces break. lThe base-
plate is provided between its ends with a per-
foration for the reception of a bolt 8, which
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passes through the thill and which secures

the holdback to the same, and the rear por-
tion of the base-plate is beveled or tapered
and is perforated for the reception of a screw
9, which assists in securing the holdback to

bo- .

the thill. The taper or bevel of the rear end:
of the base-plate avoids the shoulder, so that

there is no liability of the holdback-strap
hooking upon any portion of the holdback.

The upper end of the combined brace and
gunard is connected with the extreme upper
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end of the post, which is rounded and which

is provided with a forwardly-extending down-

Wal’dly-iHCIiued arm_ 10, having a bifurca-

tion 11 to receive the pivoted latch 3. The
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pivoted lateh 3, which isarranged at an acute -
angle to the post 6 when the parfs are in

their normal position, as illustrated in 'Fig.-.' |
1 of the accompanying drawings, has its up-

per or pivoted end 12 reduced to fit in the
bifurcation 11, and the parts are perforafed

for the reception of a transverse pivot 12°
The latch, which is slightly curved, has an
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inner concave face, to which is secured a

spring 13 by a rivet 14 or other suitable fas-

| tening device, and the free or upper end of

the spring normally engages the inner face
15 of the ineclined arm of -the body to bold
The free

end of the spring is also adapted to engage

1 the outer end of the arm 10, as illustrated in

Fig. 2 of the accompanying drawings, to hold
the lateh in its open position. By arranging

the spring on the interior of the device, as

illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2 of the accompa-
nying drawings, it is noft only practically

8o
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housed and fully protected, but itis adapted -

to engage the inner face and the outer end
of the arm 10, and it is capable of being read-
ily exposed by swinging the latch upward to
‘should it be nec-
essary to repair or replace it. |

- The outer or lower end of the latch is pro-

1 vided with a lip or extension 16, which -is

addpted to bear against the upper face of

portion of the base-plate to the top of the post | the thill when the latch is in its closed posi-
1 tion, and the upper end of the latch i1s pro-

vided with an arm or grip 17, extending
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per face forming, practicaily,a continuation

~of the upper face of the arm 10 when the

lateh is closed. The arm formsa convenient
orip or handle by which the latch may be
readily opened and closed.

The holdback-strap is arranged avound the

~ Dbody portion or bracket of the holdback and

- 10

_directly engages the post 6, and in event ot

a horse becoming detached from the whiffle-
tree the holdback-strap will be automatically

 released and will be guided over the top of the

posts by the guards and braces.
be apparentthatthe device issimpleand com-
paratively inexpensive in eonstruction, that

It will also

it possessesgreatstrength and durability, and
that it will facilitate hitching and unhitching
a horse or other animal. Furthermore, 1t wiil

~ be apparent that while the spring is housed

20

and protected access may be readily had to it

should it be necessary to repair or replace it.
Yhat is claimed is— o
A holdback comprising a body or bracket,
having a post and provided with an inclined
cuard, said post being provided at 1ts outler

1

f

end with an arm extending toward the thill, 2
a lateh pivoted at one end to the arm and

‘having its other end abutting against the

thill and provided at its pivoted end with an
outwardly-extending grip 17, and the spring
extending longitudinally of the inner fateof :
the lateh and secured at one end tothe same

‘and having its free end located at the: piv-

oted end of the lateh and arranged to engage
the inner face and the outer end of said arm,
to hold the latch in its closed-and open posi-
tion, said spring being carried by the lat¢h,
whereby it is completely housed within the
device when the lateh is closed, and 1s ar-
ranged on the exterior of the same to expose
it when the latch isopen, substantially asde-
scribed. | o
-~ In testimony that I'claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed mysignature in
the presence of two witnesses. |
- HARVEY SHIBLEY.
Witnesses: -
JOHN W. DAVIS,
(. L. DAVIs.
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