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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, EMILE BERLINER, a citi-
zen of the United States, and a resident of
Washington, Distriet of Columbia, (whose
post-office addressis No. 1717 P street north-

west, ) have invented a certainnew and useful

Improvementin I'loor-Coverings,of which the
following is a specification. -
My invention has reference to improve-
ments in floor-coverings designed to take the
place of carpet or matting, and more particu-
larly to that class which consists of mattings
backed with a linoleum paste or other ad-
hering material which fixes the fiber of the
matting, such as covered by my Patent No.
621,316, dated March 21, 1899, - |
The object of my invention, specifically
stated, is to produce such a floor-covering
which shall be more ornamental than those
commonly in use and in which the ornamen-
tation shall partake of a geometrical charac-
ter. To thisend I take a matting of any com-
mercial form—such as straw or grass mat-
ting—and I back it with linoleum or other
pasty material whichisplastic whenoriginally
applied, but whica becomeselastic when sea-
soned. Asthe manner of doing thishas been
fully deseribed in my previously-mentioned
patent, it need not be again described at this
point. 1t will besufficient to observe that by
backing the matting with a paste which be-

comes elastic when seasoned the backing is

intimately joined with the matting, passing
into the interstices thereof and holding the
fibers togetherand against displacemenst. In
accordance with my present invention I pro-
duce from such a backed matting a highly-
ornamented matting by a process whichis at
once cheap and effective. To this end I re:
move {rom the backed matting above de-
scribed pieces of suitable shape, it being
most expedient to remove such pieces by a
punch. Such pieces may have the shape of
squares, circles, triangles, or polygons, so
long as they fit into the aperture from which

they have been cut in more than one posi-

tion. The character of my invention will
become plain when I say that the pieces
which have been removed from the backed
matting are replaced in the apertures from
which they have been removed or other like

apertures, but in a new position. Thus if a

r

square has been punched out from the backed
matting it will be replaced in a square ori-
fice, but turned around a quarter of a turn. s5s
The fibers of the matting which will now fill
the aperture will therefore be at right angles

to those in the surrounding body of the mat-
ting.
| from the backed matting, it will be replaced 60
after having been turned through an angle

of one hundred and twenty degrees.
polygon has been removed, it will be re-
Pplaced after having been turned through a

Should a triangle have been removed

If a

corresponding number of degrees. Thus I 65

may produce all kinds of geometrical de-

signs. I may make a matting which is filled

with displaced squares, the squares them-
selves forming a geometrical design.
construct a matting in which the displaced 7o

I may

pieces are all polygons of a given number of
sides, or I may, as shown in the drawing, con-
struct a matting in which triangles, squares,
and circles are combined in the same strue-
ture. After the process so far described has 73
been carried out the parts are further se-
cured by being fastened to an additional
backing, which is preferably of pasteboard,
but which may be of some strong textile ma-
terial. Any cement may be used to secure 8o .
the pasteboard backing to the linoleum or
other pasty backing on the matting; but, if
preferred, the pasteboard backing may be
applied to the pasty backing and united
thereto before the same has dried.

T'he drawing shows a piece of matting con-
structed in accordance with my invention.

The matting C has had cut from its squares
C’ triangles C? and circles C°. These parts

35

‘have been replaced in a displaced position go

into apertures from which they have been
cut or like apertures. In consequence the
grain of the pieces runs at an angle to the
grain of the body of the matting. The back-
ing of linoleum or other pasty material is in- g5
dicated af.f. The backing of pasteboard or
the like is indicated at g,

It will be noticed that my invention makes
it possible to produce a matting with an al-
most infinite variety of patterns. By uniting 100
the linoleum or pasty backing with the mat-
ting before punching the pieces therefrom
there will be no danger of having the ends
of the fibers of the matting which are made




- TWay of e\ample- A-nd that "Many OL-hel- nmte- |
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by the punching process fray out or become |
displaced. - The pasty backing holds all these-
fibers in a fixed position and umtes them'sol-
1dly, Just as if they were not woven from a-
number of strands.  These pieces can there- |
fore be punched ('mt and the punehed pieces '-

| Iflﬂ" of the mattmﬂr can be e&used to umte 111:1-:
-der the enftire nndel surface of the matting |
by rolling the same or Subjectlnw it to p1 og- |

SUre.

it is to be Imdelstoc}d thf_Lt thls Is 0111}? by

rials will answer my purpose as well,

the same m&t ing f1 omn whwh they h‘a,ve been |
cut, I may tahe two mattmrrs of (111?(:“9181113_

1 may ther eupou remove pl_eees _of like 3hape 1
~from each of these mattings and insert the
' .pleces whmh hfw'e been wmoved or punched

other color-or design, and vice versa. The
‘effect will thus be ploduced_ either by the 35
‘differing colors of the inserted pieces inthe
body of the mattingor by different directions - - .~ -+
of the grainsin these parts, or by both. The
:dlsplacement of the pieces in the apertures

' 1s then brought about by the transposition 40 @
| of the pieces from one matting to the other
-mateual They can be 1eplaced in a dis--
-=p1ace position iuto the apeltm es of th(, m&t-

‘and not necessarily by the rotation of the -
piece within its aperture to gwe the fibersa

5 dlﬁelent direction. = . . o

What‘Iclmm'w&_r.r-.r_r-_'-_'_'_'_yy : 45 :
L A ﬂom coveunﬂ' composed -----------

Selted in and ﬁllmﬂ* the apeltules in a dIS- (-
placed position, 3-sub3tamially-- as deseribed, -

-2 A floor-covering composed of a matting
1 backed by a material which- fixes its fibers, -

Sﬂid l]jld.rttinnﬂ hﬂVing &peltufegtllerein, pieees o : o

tin and ﬁllmfr the ﬂpeltmes in a displaced po- - - S
o Instead of 1emovmn' the 1)16(36% f1 om & mat- |
| p:-:u ts are seemed substantiallv as. desmibed

sition and additional backing to which the = . = =

‘Vltl]erssesﬁ S C . S _ | | |
T CHAPWIAN S TR
| Epwix S. CLARksON.
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