v 654909 Patented luly 31, 1900.
' C. L. MONROE. S
ADJUSTABLE POST HOLE DIGGER.

{Applma.tmn filed J an, 13 1900 }

(No Model.)

B frh

= \\\nm:

R | Wilgesses S &jwzmmL MonroeTnfenfon
% | ]?)JM c]lﬂcargays : | |

THE NORRMS PETERS CO., PHOTO-LITHG., “‘AEHIHﬁTﬁH. 0. C,




PATENT *FFICQ.E@

B CHALMERe L

MONROE OF GENEVA WEST‘ VIRGINIA

ADJUSTABLE POST HOLE DIGGER

- SPEGIFICATION fermmg- pa.rt of Letters Pe.ten.t No 654 909 da,ted J uly 31, 1900
| L .B.pphcetlen filed J a,nuery 18 1900 Seriel Ne 1, 917 (Ne model.) B

To all w?wm Lt may lc.oncefn R
- Be it known that I, CHALMERSL MONROE

a citizen of the Umted States, residing at

Geneva, in the county of Roane and State of |
West Vlrgmla, have invented a new and use- |
ful Ad;ustable Post-Hole Digger, of WhlGh the
~ following is a specification.

The mventmn relates to 1mp1ovements m_-

: admstable post-hole diggers.
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more especially that shown and deseribed in

Patent No. 634,902, granted to me Oetober 17,
1899, and to prowde a simple, inexpensive,
and stronﬂ' construction for enabling the mem-
bers which carry the shovels or blades to be
adjusted and moved longitudinally of each .
other, to arrange the blades opposite each’
- other or to extend one beyond the other to

adapt the dewce to operate on d1fferent kmds

. of soil.

" view of a post-hole dlgger constructed in ac-
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Fig. 4 is asimilar view of theother bar
~or member. Fig. 51is Z -trensvereeeeetional_
 view.
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their outer ends W1th segmental portions and
which have bledee or ehovels 5and 6 secured

The mventmn eonmste in the constructlonl
and novel combination and arrangement of

parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated

in the accompanying drawings, end pemted-

out in the claims hereto appended. -
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspeetwe

cordance with this. 1nvent10n

Like numerals of reference deswnate cor-
responding parts in all the ﬁcrm es ef the draw-
ings.

ends of the shanke which are provided at

~ to them.

The post- hole dlgger is cepable of the same

adjustment as that shown and desecribed in
the patent above referred to, it being adapted .

~ to be used when the ground is sufﬁelently
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soft with the blades or shovels opposite each

other or in-the.same plane;:but When the

pins, or the like.

Fig. 2 is a
lonmtudm&l sectional view of the same.. Flﬂ' |
- 318 adetall view of one of the bars or mem--
. Dbers.

1 and 2 deewnate two members compoeedf
of metal Shenke 3 and 4 and wooden handles
of the desired length secured fo the inner

sar y to remove 1eots one of the blades is ex-

tended bevend the othe1 to enable 113 to be- |

‘used singly.
- The shank 3 ef the membel 1 18 prowded.
with a longitudinal slot or opening 7, and it

has transverse branches or recesses- 8 end 9,

| extending.laterally from one side of the sleti-
and located, 1espeet1vely, at the outer end
N | ;;'thereef and a,t a pomt .;Ld;]acent to the inner
The object of the present mvenmen is to-
improve the construction of post-hole dlrrgers |

end. This slot receives a pair of fastening

Thei inner fas-
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“devices 10 and 11, mounted on the shank of |
| the other member and consisting of ‘bolts,
The fastening devlces 10
‘and 11 (shownin Figs. 2 and 5 of the accom-
panying drawings) are provided at one side
‘of the post-holedigger with heads and are se-
‘cured at the opposite side by means of keys
12 and 13, and they are laterally offset from
each other, as clearly indicated. in Fig. 3 of
the accompanying drawings.
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tening device 11 forms a pwot for the mem- -

| ber 1, and the latter is adapted to be oscil-
"lated on-the member 2 to carry the outer fas-
tening device into and out of engagement
“with euher of the transverse recesses or
1 branches 8 and 9 of the slot 7. When the

member 1 is arranged at a slight angle to the

‘member 2 to arrange the festemnﬂ' devices
110 and 11in almement Wlth the slot the said
‘member 1 is adapted to be moved inward and -

outward longitudinally to arrange the fasten-
ing devices adjacent to either 0],';_ the trens—
verse branches. or recesses.

- | fastening device 10 is opposite either of the

treneverse branches or recesses 8 and 9, the
members are adapted to be 0pera,ted on each

|‘other to carry the said outer fastening device
intothe transverse branch orrecess, the Inner
fastening device forming the
movement of the parts.
‘are in alinement or closed, the inner fasten-

pivot for such
When the members

ing device 11 is arranged in the longitudinal
slob and the outer fastenmo* device 10 is re-

ceived within the adjacent trensverse branch
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or recess,whereby the twomembersare locked

against 10ng1tud1nal movement on each other
end they are effectually prevented from slip-

ping while the post-hole digger:is in use.
It will be seen that'the lengltudlna,l elot of

1..|

~ ground is hard or eteny or when 1t i neces- | or branchee, and the leterally-oﬁset or’ dl-—

IQO




~loose earth may be readily removed flom a

o 'post hole.
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-~ ‘What is clmmed 19———- -

1. A device of the class described 001]1[)1 18-;?
ing the member 1 provided with a longitudi-
R nal slot having transverse branches or ex- y

B tensmns, and the member 2 provided with a

................................

.............................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................

--an'onally almed fastenmn' devices form a sims- |
‘ple and effective eonnectmn between the |
members and - will enable the same to he |
readily moved longitudinally of each othelq
and qmcklyloeked at eitheradjustment to ar-
range the blades opposite each other, as illus-
ftrated in Fig. 1.of the drawings, when it 18
-desired to Operate on eomparatwely-soft soil.

- Tt will also be clear that the post-hole digger
.10

. __able the blades to be swung inward mto con-
. taet with each other to elamp the soil, sothat

~'When the pest-hole digger is in
~use and the members are in alinement, the
fastening devices and the slots form a c-‘,r:}h(:l--“

lock and prevent either of the p&lts ftom[
shppmcr SRR -

pair of fastemnn' devices passing throu oh the |
- :;ud slo‘r one of the fastenmw dewces bemﬂr 1

- arranﬂed to enﬂ'awe the tranwerse blanches
or extensmns, Substantlally as described.

2. A deviceof the class described compris-

“ing the bar or member 1 provided with alon-'
| g1tud1nal slothaving transverse extensions or
branches, the bar or member 2 provided with

a pair of fastening devices passing through
the said slot and laterally offset from each |

-other, whereby one of the fastening devices
is adapted to be adjusted to arrange one of

the blades or shovels in advance of. the other
- for operating on hard or stony ground and. |
. the transverse branches or extensions of the |

longitudinal slot are of sufficient length to en- - .'-1110" the member 1 provided with a longitudi-

-'-nal slot having transverse extenswns, the
‘member 2 prowded with laterally-offset di-
| agonally -alined fastening devices passing
through the said slot, one of thefastening de-
| vices formmo* a pwot and the other belno*
‘adapted to engage the transverse extensmns
‘of the slot, and: blades or:shovels carried by
“the members substantially as described.

_.“forms a pivot and the other fastemnn‘ device
-is adapted to engage the branches or exten-

sions, substantially as described. -
3. A device of the class descrlbed compris-

In testlmony that I claim the foregoing as

‘myown I have hereto affixed m y signature in
;athe p1 esence of two. witnesses.

_ OHALMERb L. MONROE
W1tnesses
C. S VANDAL

J I‘ MOWILLIAM%
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