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- nection with the coupler and at the same time’
‘Securely connect the parts of the running-
gear. . pEEE TR AER PHAAE
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~ andin which similarletters of reference indi-'
- cate similar parts inall the figures, in which— _. .
| { and I'donoteclaim sucha construction broadly,

~ verse section through lines z z, Fig. 1, and |
- Fig. 4 1s a perspective Vie'_w_ of the top and |
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- with my improved coupler.
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1o all whom it may concern: =

beitknown thatl,GEORGE W.WVHITEI'HEAD,

‘acitizen of the United States, residing at Mon-

tezuma, in the county of Poweshiek and State
of Iowa, have invented certain new and use-

- fullmprovementsin Wagon-Reach Couplers;

and I do hereby declare the following to be a

full, clear, and exact description of the inven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which it appertains to make and use the

same., - . : SEE
This invention relates to an improvement

1n couplers for the reaches of vehicle run--
ning-gears; and its object is to provide a sim-
Pple and durable coupler which will prevent

the usual friction and consequent wear and
mutilation of the reach at its point of con-

The invention consists in the novel con-.
struction and combination of parts, as will

hereinafter be more fully described, and spe-

cifically pointed out in the claim. -
- Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,

Figure 1 is a plan view of a portion of .the
running-gear of a vehicle provided with my
coupler. Fig. 2 is a vertical central longitu-
dinal section of the same. Fig. 3 is a trans-

bottom locking-plates. -~ o
Referring to the drawings, the letter ¢ in-

dicates the reach of a vehicle running-gear, |

and & b the hounds, which conneqt the axle

The coupler consists of a top plate c, from
the bottom of which depend two parallel
flanges d d a sufficient distance apart to per-
mit the passage of the reach a. The sides of

- the said plate extend beyond the flanges, form-

ing wings ¢ e and a bottom plate £, secured
to the top plate by means of bolts g ¢, which
pass through the extensions e e of the top
plate c. The ends of thehounds D b are adapt-

]

rectangularlocking-plates,which are clamped
‘against the upper and lower surface thereof
{ and which fit snugly in the orifices formed

ed"to be Secu’rediin the recesses formed in the
sides of the coupler by the extensions of the

50
top and bottom plates by means of the bolts

'gg. The top and bottom plates have formed
centrally therein oppositerectangularorifices
“h h, preferably of a width equal to that be-
tween the flangesd d. Rectangular locking- 55
plates 7 7 are adapted to fit snugly in the ori-

fices A h, bearing against the upper and lower

surfaces of the reach, and are held in the said
orifices and clamped rigidly against the said

reach by means of eyebolt %, which is passed 6o

through apertures formed in the upper plate

and the reach and screws into a screw-thread-
‘ed eye [, formed in the lower plate.
will be seen that the reach is held against
of the 65

Thus it

movement in any direction by means

in the top and bottom plates of the coupler,
and also that the reach is securely held in its
adjusted position by means of the serew-bolt,

and, further, it is prevented from movement

against the said bolt.

I am aware that castings have been formed
with depending flanges for the purpose of re-

ceiving the reach of a vehicle running-gear,

E]

| and, furthermore, such a construction is not
-essential to the operation of my invention and

can be’entirely omitted if desired.
‘What I claim is— o

The combination with the reach of a ve-
hicle, of a coupler consisting of an upper plate

provided with depending flanges and a rec-
tangular orifice, a lower plate having a rec-
tangular orifice and bolted to the upper plate,

‘rectangular locking-plates snugly fitting in

L —

 Witnesses:

the said orifices and adapted to be rigidly se-
cured to the said reach passing therebetween,

| 'substa.ntially as set forth. |
In testimony whereof I affix my signature

in presence of two witnesses. o
~ GEORGE W. WHITEHEAD.

- E. E. ﬁIAfE;TIN, "'
J. W. MARTIN.
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