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To all whom it may concepr: :
Beitknownthat I, GEORGE H. MARKLINE, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Me-
ridian, in the county of Lauderdale and State

5 of Mississippi, have invented a new and use-
ful Postal-Examination Practice-Cabinet, of
‘which the following is a specification.

-~ My invention is an improved postal-exami-

- Dnatlon practice-cabinet for railway postal
10 clerks, post-office clerks, and examiners, the
~ primary object of my invention being to pro-

vide a compact, light, cheap, and portable |

cabinet having a series of pigeonhole cases
or drawers adapted to be withdrawn from the
15 cabinet in whole or in part and to be sus-
tained thereby in position 'when drawn out to

their full extent, the pigeonholes in said"

- cases being adapted to receive cards such as
are used in practice and examination by Gov-

- 20 ernmen$ postal eniployees of the classesabove -

- named, o o o T
1o thisend my invention consistsin a cabi-
net having a series of removable pigeonhole-
cases which are adapted to be drawn out lat-
25 erally therefrom and stops and guides to.
Iimit the lateral withdrawal of said cases and
topermitof their beinglifted when withdrawn
entirely clear of the cabinet, and thereby re-
- moved therefrom. - -~

30 My invention further consists in a cabinet
having a series of pigeonhole-cases adapted
‘tobewithdrawn therefrom orcontained there-
in, a pair of said cases having removable

~ pigeonhole - partitions whereby the pigeon-
35 holes therein may be widened, and one of
~ sald pair of cases having a removable back,
- said pair of cases being adapted to be secured
 together, the one with the removable back on
the face of the other, and with the widened

40 pigeonholes of said respective cases register-
ing with each other, whereby the said pair of
cases are united to increase the depth of the

pigeonholes therein. -~

My invention further consists in the pecul-

45 lar construction and combination of devices
~ hereinafter fully set forth, and pointed out in
the claims. R

- In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
& perspective view of & practice-cabinet em-
50 bodyingmyimprovements, showing the lower:
drawer open and one of the series of pigeon-
hole-cases partly withdrawn from the cabinet.-

3

| Fig. 2 is a horizontal sectional view of the

same from above, taken on the line ¢ ¢ of

Fig. 3, showing two of the pigeonhoie-cases

therein for supporting the pigeonhole-cases

withdrawn or closed. ~ Fig. 3 is partly a front

elevation and partly a vertical sectional view

of my improved practice-cabinet. Fig. 4 is

55

removed, so as to disclose the construction of
the bottom of the cabinet and the rollers

1 and reducing friction when the same are

6o

partly a side ¢levation of the same and partly

a sectional view, one of the pigeonhole-cases
being shown in position when withdrawn lat-

in position to be raised, and thereby entirely

of the pigeonhole-cases secured together and

adapted for usefor ‘““putting facing-slips into
runs.” TFig. 7 is a detail horizontal sectional
view of the same, through one side thereof,

looking downward.

[ k L] [

- The cabinet 1 may be of any suitable size

and constructed of any suitable material

and, as here shown, is provided with corner-
posts 2, the lower ends of which terminatein
legs 3 tosupport the cabinet. Below the bot-

tom of the cabinet is a sliding drawer 4, of

| suitable construction, suitably divided into
compartments adapted to contain maps,blank

cards, and the like, and said drawer is pref-

erably provided with a lock, as at 5 and a
suitable drawer-pull 6. -

- The cabinet is provided on its fmnt'si_de

‘with a hinged door 7, which has at its upper
‘side a cleat or strip 8, which projects later-

ally from the innerside thereof and is adapted
to fit in the rabbet 9 on the tops of the front

erally to its full extent fromn the cabinet and

detached from the cabinet. Fig. 5 isa detail
view. Iig. 6 is a perspective view of a pair

corner- posts and to contact with the front

cleat 8 by resting on the upper ends of the
front posts prevents the door from sagging,
as will be understood. The said dooris pref-

when closed.

‘erably provided with a lock of suitable con-
struction, as at 11, whereby it may be secured

" The cabinet is divided into a series of ver-

tical compartments 12, which open at their

o
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edge of the top or cover 10 of the cabinet
‘when said door iS Closed. The S&id Stl‘ip or

95
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front sides, vertical stop and guide strips 13
at their front sides serving to divide the said

compartments, and in the bottoms of the said

.-l-#.I
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" compal tments are a series of rollers 14, Whlch

of the stop and guide strms 13 are flush with
 the front side of the cabinet, as indicated in |
| Flgs 1, 2, and 4, the door of the cabinet be-

10

20

are mounted in suitable bearmﬂs, as-ab 1o,
the said supporting-rollersin each of the sald

"compartments being provided with annular
projecling flanges 16, which aline with each

other, as shown- in Flﬂ' 2., The outer sides

ing adapted to elose directly against the front

sides of said stop and guide strlps, ‘and said
~ strips terminate at thelr upper ends a short
~ distance below the top of the cabmet as-* --
-shown in Figs. 1 and 4. -

- A series of vertically-disposed plcreonhole—-;---
cases 17 are arranged and received in. the
~compartments12,one of said pigeonhole-cases
- being in each of smd compartments, and said |
pweonhole cases are provided with par allel .
bottom.grooves 18, which receive the annular
flanges 16 of the supportmﬂ-rollers and serve
to ﬂ‘mde the said pigeonhole - cases and to
“adapt thesame to be moved laterally into and
Each of
the said pigeonhole-cases has its rear side 19
provided with vertical extensions 20, which

to be withdrawn from the cabinet.

- project laterally beyond the sides of the cases.

~and form stops, which.coact with rabbets 21
~ ontheinner sides of the stop and guide strips.

13 and serve to prevent the pweonhole -cases

30
35

._40

bar.22..

from being detached. entirely from the cabi-

‘net when Wlthdrawn laterally therefrom to |
their entire extent. When thus withdrawn,
 the. cases. 17 slip from. the rollers near the |

front-side of the cabinet and rest. upon the.

- front sill or lower cross-bar 22 thereof, as.

shown in Fig. 4. The innerlower cornersof
 said pigeonhole-cases when thus withdrawn

- are in contact with the stops 21 of the stnps

‘When thus withdrawn, the stops 20.

138, and.the.rear sides of the pigeonhole-cases

; | ”a,re clear of the upper front side of the cabi-
net, so that by lifting said pigeonhole-cases, .

as indicated in dotted lines in Fig. 4, the same. |
may be entirely detached from the cabinet, |
the coacting stops 20 21 serving as guides. forﬁf !
said pweonhole -cases ‘when the latter are so
lifted from the cabinet tobe used for the: chs-.

- _tmbutmn of practice-cards therein.

55

When the .cabinet. is. deswned f01 .IJSIB---- as.

o 'practlce-cabmets for employees in the postal-
~ serviee, each of the series of cases 17 is pro- |

vided with a suitable number of pigeonholes |
24 of like dlmensmns, which open on one %1(1@---

~of the. case. and. have their lower sides in-

60

p1geenholes, as. at. 26, into. which smd cards.

o may be stacked A su1table pull as at 2‘7

clined, as at 25, said mgeonholes being adf:l,]_:)t--..{I

ed to.receive ’ﬁhe cards. used in practlce by-|
_employees in the: postal service, and into.
- which pigeonholes 24 or compartments-such |
~cards are adapted to be ‘“thrown” or dis-
tributed, and said pigeonhole-cases: are fur-
ther prowded preferably on their front sides;
with vertical compartments or -heightened |

J—

1

into runs.

| 65_4,6_6“0' |

provlded on the iront S1de of each-of the

pweonhole cases to enable the same to be
‘readily pulled out from the -cabinet. The
said pigeonhole-cases are provided on the

front sides of the pigeonholes with suitable
label-holders, as at 28, for labels containing

the names of routes and Junctwns or other
suitable labels. The lower series of pigeon-
holes in each case are partly closed on their

‘lower front sides by metallic strips, as at 29,
1o prevent lateral dislodgment of the cardq |

in said pig igeonholes, the bottom% of the said

lower series of- pweonholes being formed by

the horlzonta,l lower side or bottom board of

their respective case. |
 “TFacing-slips” used in the tmnsmlssmn of
mail-matter are of about twice the length and
width of the praetwe-eards used in practice -

by postal clerks and in postal examinations,

75

80 |

and the width of- the pigeonhole-cases being

about equal to the length of one of said prac-

tice-cards it becomes of importance to adapt -

my cabinet. for use for putting: facing-slips

To this-end I provide two- of the
pigeonhole-cases with . alternate. removable

90

transverse partitions a, which are adapted to -

be readily taken from sald cases to widen the
_plo'eonholes therein, correspondingly reduc-
ing their number, as will be. understood, and .
| the rear side of one of said cases is remova,ble -
as at b, and is fitted at the edges in grooves.
C, prowded i the sides and- bottom of the
.case.

‘A facing-slip is a printed slip used by

These. facmcf-shps-
‘are put.into approPrlate plgeonheles 1n: ¢cases -

95

100
post-office. and railway postal clerks to form-
‘a_label either for a package.of letters.or a
mail pouch or rack, showing nature of. the
contents of the paekao'e pouch or rack and

- .the-destination thereof.
- are adapted to engage a horizontal rabbet 23 |

in the upper outer corner of said sill or cross-

105

in post-offices and in mail-cars before the let- - - '

ters .are. distributed - into them, the facing-~

fshps corresponding with the labels-above the
pigeonholes on the:letter-cases.. A “run? of
facing- slips is a series of such shps arranged

-in regular consecutive order, so that they cor-
_-respond with the plgeonholes of the case and -

can be expedltlously put into the label-hold-

ers of . the respective mail racks or pouches*

to address them to their respective-destina-
tions.

to- the1r use on: letter-cases -or mail-racks.

In order to provide means for putting fac-

ing-slips into runs, I remove the alternate

vertieal- transverse partitions -g.-in: said-two
cases, remove. the back b of one of-the cases
by sliding the same out of the grooves ¢, and.
place sald cage on the other case with the

plgeonholes of said cases registering with

each other, whereby said pau' of cases: are.
formed with pigeonholes of twice their origi-
‘nal width and depth, and- I secure said.- pair
of cases. tocrether in- this posmon by means

"The facing-slips are put up in pack-
1 ages. corresponding to runs-and in use- are
first distributed into pigeonholes, as. herein-
after stated. A case of my cabinetis labeled
to correspond with a run and is used for dis-
tributing the facing-slips appropriately prior

110
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654,660

of straps d, as shown in Fig. 6, or by other
suitable means. |

L'he legs of the cabinet are provided with
supporting-rollers, as at 30, whereby the eabi-
net is adapted to be readily moved about.
Any suitable form of rollers may be used ;

but rollers

preferred.
Having thus

claim-—

provided with ball-bearings are

| described my invention, I
IO . . . '

1. A cabinet having a series of removable

pigeonhole-cases, adapted to be drawn out
laterally therefrom, and vertical stops and

guides to limit the lateral withdrawal of said.

cases and to permit of their being lifted ver-
tically when withdrawn, entirely clear of the
cabinet and thereby removed therefrom, sub-
stantially as described. - o

2. Acabinet having a series of vertical com-
partments, vertical guides and stop-strips at
the front side of said cabinet between said
compartments, said vertical stop-strips being
1n advance of the face of the cabinet, and a.
- Serles of cases adapted to be placed in said
compartments, said cases. having the vertical
stops at their rear, inner ends adapted to co-

15

20

act with the stop-strips at the front side of

‘the cabinet when said cases are drawn out,
whereby said cases may be supported by the
cabinet when drawn out therefrom and are
also adapted to be removed from the cabinet

_'30

by lifting said cases vertically, substantially |

“as described. . _ _
3. A cabinet having a series of vertical com-
35 partments open on oneside, vertical stop and

....................................................................
...............................................................................

........................................................

...................................................

1‘

Y

3 .

guide strips bet.ween._" the. fron-ij'Sid_es of- said
| compartments, said stop and guide strips

| h&ViIlg rabbets on their 1inner: SidGS,----WhiCh---- e

to engage and travel in the rabbets of the
i vertical stop and

rabbets project beyond the face of the case
and are open at the upper ends of said strips, 40
and a series of cases in said compartments,

sald cases having the guide and stop project-

Ing flanges at their rear inner sides, adapted

guide strips, substantially 4z
as described. | o |

4. Acabinet having a series of pigeonhole-
cases adapted to be entirely withdrawn and .

‘removed therefrom or contained therein, a

pair of said cases having removable parti- o
tions, whereby the pigeonholes therein may

be widened, and one of sald pair of cases
having a removable back, said pair of cases
being adapted to be secured together when
removed from the cabinet, the one with the

__ 55
removable back on the face of the other, and
with the widened pigeonholes of said respec-

tive cases registering with each other, where-

by the said pair of cases when withdrawn and

entirely removed from said cabinet may be 6o

united to increase the depth and ‘width of
the pigeonholes therein, substantially as de-

seribed. - _ | o
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

‘myown I have hereto affixed my signaturein 65

the presence of two witnesses. -

| - GEO. H. MARKLINE,
Witnesses: -

D. C. MCLAURIN,
F. G. LEwis.
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