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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CARL STDRRET’I‘ a cibi-
zen of the United States, residing at Manhat-
tan, in the county of Riley and State of Kan-

5 sas, have invented new and useful Improve-

ments in Neck- Yokes, of which the following
13 a specification.

My invention relates to neck-yokes such as
are employed in conjunction with the poles of

io corn-cultivators, mowing-machines, wagons,
and 1t contemplates the pro- |

carriages, &c.,
vision of a neck- voke equipped with simple,
compact, and li U*ht means adapted to render it
1impossible for Lhe lines or reins of the draft-

15 animals to become engaged with or caught by

the end of the pole or the ends of the neek-
yvoke, thus removing a cause of annoyance
and at the same time the hablht.y of accidents
Irom such cause.
20  With the foregoing in mind the lnventlon
will be fully anderstood from the following
description and claims when taken in con-
junction with the accompanying drawings, in
which—

Figure 118 a pelspeetwe ‘mew 111ustlat1nw
a pole or tongue and a neck-yoke cennected
thereto and provided with my improvements.
I'ig. 2 1s an enlarged broken section taken
10nn"1tud1na,lly of the neck-yoke.

Referring by letter to the said drawings, A
is a pole or tonﬂ*ue such as used on mowing-
machines, eultwatms, carriages and wagons,
and the 11,]36
- nected to the pole or tongue, preferably
35 through the medium of the bolts ¢’ b’, which

are passed through the pole and neck-yoke, re-
spectively, and have interlocked eyes,and Cis
myimproved rein-guard,which hasforits pur-
pose to prevent the reing or lines of the draft-
40 animals from beingcaught by the forward end
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of the pole and the ends of the neck-yoke

and the annoyance and accidents generally
incident thereto. The said rein-gnard may
‘be constructed of wrought or cast iron, steel

45 Wwire, orother material suitable tothe purpose,
and in the preferred embodiment of the in-
vention it comprises a bow ¢, which has its
upper end O bifurcated and connected to the

- upper side of the neck-yoke by bolts ¢ and
50 1s curved forwardly and downwardly from
said neck-yoke to a point below the forward

Bis a neek-yoke loosely eon-

r

1 end of the pole or tongue, and a tmqs-bm d,

which is preferably arranged in the same
vertical plane as the longitudinal center of
the neck-yoke and is formed integral with 55
the bow ¢, as shown. Thesaid truss-bar d is
carried from the lower end of the bow a up
to and over the ends of the neck-yoke, and
its ends are connected to the upper side of
the neck-yoke, preferably by the same boltse 66
that connect the rings 7, with which neck-
yokes are ordinarily provided. The truss-

‘bar is also provided at intermediate points of

its length with arms ¢, which are connected
to the neek yoke by bolts £, as best shown in
Fig. 2, whereby it will be seen that the truss- .
bm is enabled toservetheadditional function

| of strengthening the neck-yoke.

It is well lmown that especially in fly-time,
when horses are wont to throw their heads
about, great annoyance and often serious ac-
cidents are caused by the reins or driving-
lines being caught under the extended end |
of the pole and the ends of the neck- yvoke.
My improved rein-guard, as will be readily
observed, renders 1t impossible for the reins
or lines to become thus engaged, and there-
by obviates the above-mentioned cause of
annoyance and precludes the posmbmty of
accidents from such cause. |

While my improved guard is calculated to
effectually prevent the ob;] ectionable engage-
ment of the driving-lines with the pole or
neck-yoke, as above noted, it is simple in
construction and light in weight and adds te
rather than demaets from the neat appear-
ance of the neck-yoke.

I have entered into a specific description
of the construection of my improvements in
order to impart a fall, clear, and exact un-
derstanding of the same. I do not desire,
however, to be understood as confining my- |
self to such specific construction, as such
changes or modifications may be made in
pr aetlee as fairly fall within the scope of my
invention. -

Having thus de%m ibed my inv entmn what
I claim is— -

1. Aneck-yoke pmvided Wlth a rein-guard
comprising a bow connected to the neck-yoke
adjacent to the middle thereof and extend-
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| ing forwardly and downwardly therefrom,
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and a lonwltudmal truss-bar extending up-

wardly from the lower end of the bow to the

ends of the neck-yoke and connected to said
neek -yoke, substantially as specified.

- 2. A neck-yoke provided with a rein- rrumd
comprising a bow connected to the neek-yoke

adjacent to the middle thereof and extend-
ing forwardly and downwardly therefrom,

and a longitudinal truss-bar extending up-
wardly from the lower end of the bow up to
and over the ends of the neck-yoke; said
truss-bar being connected at its'ends and at
intermediate Domts of its length to the neck-
yoke, substantially as speclﬁed

5. The combination of a pole or tongue, a
neck-yoke arranged above and loosely con-

“nected to the pole or tongue in rear of the

forward end thereof, and a 1em-wuard formed

]

in one pleee and comprising a bow connected.

to the upper side.of the neck-yoke and curved
forwardly, downwardly and rearwardly to a
point below the forward end of the pole or

tongue, and the longitudinal truss-bar ex-
tendmﬂ' from the lower end of the bow up to

‘and over the ends of the neck-yoke and hav-

ing arms g at intermediate points of its length;
the arms g and the ends of the said truss-bar
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belng connected to the neck-yoke, substan- .

tially as specified.
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-

nesses.
- "CARL STERRETT.
Wltuesqu - o
J. A. STERRETT
1. P. WARDHAM
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