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To all whomy it may concern: |
Beit knownthatl, THOMAS (GASKINS, & citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Arcadia,

 inthe county ot De Soto and State of Florida,

“have invented new and useful Improvements

In Mail-Boxes, of which the following is a
specification. | |

- My invention relates to house mail-boxes,

and its novelty and advantages will be fully

~understood from the following description

and claims when taken in conjunction with

the annexed drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my ime-
proved mail-box with the lid and doors there-
of shown as open.
tion taken through the mail-box and the wall
of the house to which it is connected,

Referring by letter to the said drawings,
A is my improved mail-box, which is prefer-

20 ably of rectangular form in cross-section and

has its rear wall ¢ extended beyond its side
walls b, as shown, so as to permit of it being
readily connected to the wall Bof a house, at
one side of the street-door thereof. The said
box is provided at its lower end with a Com-
partment C for letters, to which access is
gained by opening a door D, connected in a
hinged manner to the front wall ¢ of the box
and equipped with a combination or other
suitable lock E. .

The compartment C is formed by a hori-
- zontal partition-wall d in conjunction with

the outer walls of the box and letters are

placed therein through achute . This chute
is formed between the front wall ¢ of the box
and an inner transverse wall ¢ and extends
from an opening f in the top wall g of the box
to the compartment C. . |

G is a compartment which is formed by the
walls d and e in conjunction with the outer

walls of the box and is designed to receive

newspapers and other packages. Packages

are placed in this compartment through an

opening % in the top wall ¢, and access is
gained to the interior of the same for the re-
moval of packages by opening a door G', con-
nected in a hinged manner toone of the side
walls b and adapted to be normally held in
~a closed position by a suitable fastener H.

The top wall ¢ of the box is preferably in-
- clined downwardly and outwardly, and the
openings f /i therein are normally closed by

Fig. 2 is a vertical sec-

L

| a 1lid I, which is connected in a hiﬁged man-
ner to said wall g
suitable fastener ¢, whereby it may be se- 55

g and is provided with a

cured in its closed position, so as to exelude
the weather from the compartments. ,

In order to apprise inmates of the house
when a letter or package is deposited in the

box A, I provide the mechanisin shown in 6o

Fig. 2. This mechanism comprises a gong

J, connected to the inner side of the wall B,

a spring-hammer % also connected to the in-
ner side of the wall B in a position to strike
the gong 7, a trip /, fulerumed on a bracket
m, connected to the wall B and having the
lateral downwardly-inclined V-shaped pro-
jection /', the forward edge I?of which is adapt-
ed when the trip is rocked in the direction
indicated by arrow to engage and press the
hammer away from the gong and then re- -
lease said hammer, so as to enable it to for-

cibly strike the gong 7, and a rod n, extending

through an opening in the wall B and con-
necting the trip / and the lid I of box A. By
virtue of this construction when the lid T is
raised by a postman precedent to depositing

| @ letter or package in the box A the trip [

will be rocked in the direction indicated by

arrow and its projection I’ will press the ham- 8

mer % away from the gong j and then release
sald hammer, with the result that the same

will fly back and foreibly strike the gong and

sound an alarm. When the lid is lowered
subsequent to the deposit of a letter or pack-
age in the box, the trip I by virtue of the rear
beveled edge p of projection I’ will ride past
the hammer % and assume the position shown
in Kig. 2. o o
It will be appreciated: from the foregoing
that my improved mail-box is verysimple and
compactand that mail may be readily placed
therein by a postman and conveniently
moved therefrom by an authorized person. It
will also be cobserved that when the 1id I of
the box is raised the inmates of the house will

‘be apprised of the deposit of mail in the box,
‘while when said 1lid is closed the mail-matter
will be protected from the weather and against

100

theft. |
I prefer to connect the box and it appur-

tenances to a wall of a house at.one side of

the street-door, but do not desire to be con-

fined to the same, ag in some cases the box

re-
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and alarm mechanismi may be mounted on
the street-door or other suitable support and

‘may be placed in offices and other places

where mail is recelved.
In lieu of the attaching-serews or.other de-
vices being passed through the extended por-

- tion of the inner wall of the box they may,

it desired, be passed through said inner wall

~ in the compartment C, thus rendering it nec-

10

essary to open the door D in order to remove
the box from its support.
Having thus deseribed my invention, what

- Telaim is— |

1. The combination of a suitable support,

‘a mail-box connected to the outer side of said

support and having an opening in its top, and

“also having a hinged lid for closing said open-

ing, a gong arranged at the inner side of the

- support, the spring-hammer %k also connected

20

to the inner side of the support, the trip /

‘pivotally connected to a bracket on the inner

side of the support and having the lateral V-
shaped projection ' provided with the edges
I? and p for engaging the spring-hammer, and

‘a rod extending loosely through the support
~and connecting said trip and the hinged lid,

- substantially as specified.

9. The combination of a snitable support,

g, mail-box connected to the outer side of the

T

said support and having at its lower end a
compartment for letters provided with a door,
and also having a chute arranged adjacent to

its front wall and extending from its top to

the letter-compartment, a compartment for
packages, formed by the upper wall of the
letter-compartment and the inner wall of the
chute in conjunection with the back and side
walls of the box, the top wall having an open-
ing formed therein and communicating with
the package-compartment, and a hinged lid
for closing said opening and the upper end
of the chute, a gong arranged at the inner
side of the support, the spring-hammer £ also
connected to the inner side of the support,
the trip I pivotally connected to a bracket on
the inner side of the support and having the
lateral V-shaped projection /" provided with

‘the edges [? and p for engaging the spring-
hammer, and a rod extending loosely through

the support and connecting said trip and the
hinged lid, all substantially as specified.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subseribing wit-

nesses.
THOMAS GASKINS.
Witnesses:

-~ OwEN H. PARKER,
“W. S, FUTCH. |
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