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To all whom it may conecern:

Be it known that I, HENRY N. KING, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Adrian,
county of Lenawee, State of Michigan, have

invented a certain new and useful Improve-

ment in Mail-Holders for Letter-Boxes; and I
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
1t appertains to make and use the same, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, which form a part of this specification.

My invention is designed to provide a letter

or mail holding attachment for letter-boxes:

and 1t consists of the devices and appliances,
their combination and arrangement, as here-

inafter specified and claimed, and illustrated

~ in the accompanying drawings, in which—
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- provided with a lid or cover b.
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Figure 1 is a view in perspective illustrat-
Ing my invention as applied to a mail-box,
the cover of the box being in open position.
Fig. 2 is a view in horizontal section throngh
the box, showing the attachment in plan.
Fig. 3 is a transverse vertical section showing
parts in end elevation. Figs. 4, 5, 6, and 7
illustrate different modifications in perspec-

tive of my invention. - |
- My device is intended more particularly
for attachment to mail-boxes used in ‘‘rural
delivery,” the attachment being more par-

ticularly designed to hold the outgoing mail,

or the mail to be taken out by the carrier,
and whereby the carrier going to the mail-
box, whether he has any mail to leave or not,
will readily see upon opening the box whether
there is any mail held by the attachment to
be taken up by him.

1 carry out my invention as follows:

Any suitable letter-box is indicated -at a,
the box shown in connection herewith being

My improved device is designed to be at-
tached to a mail - box of any construction

‘and is not limited to the particular construc-

tion of the box shown herewith. N
The main features of my invention consist
of letter or mail holding jaws or clamping-

arms, (indicated at ¢,) suitably engaged upon |

a rod. d, located within the box and prefer-
ably toward the upper end thereof, as shown.
The rod ¢ may be held in engagement within
the box in any suitable manner, As indi-

with suitable ears ¢, through which the ex-

tremities of the rod ¢ are passed, said ears

| cated in Figs. 1 and 2, the box is provided
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being riveted or otherwise secured in the box,
the same being shown riveted to the box at
/, Fig. 2. These ears may be sleeved upon -

the extremities of the rod before being rivet-

ed into place, and when so engaged with the
box the attachment isobviously held perma-

' nentlyin engagement therewith. This would

‘attachment is held firmly within the box.

be a very simple and desirable way of engag-
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ing the attachment to the box in the con-

struction of new boxes, but where the attach-

ment is desired to be engaged with boxes al-

‘ready placed my invention contemplates any

other suitable method of attaching the device
thereto. As shown in Fig. 3, the ends of the
rod ¢ are bent downward into essentially U
shape and are made of a length sufficient to
extend downward to the bottom of a box and
thence along the bottom and up inside the

front thereof; as shown, by which means the

The clamping jaws or arms ¢ may be of any
desired construction. They may be formed

of two sheet-metal leaves 1 and 2, for ex-

ample, as shown in TFigs. 1, 8, 5, and 6, or
they may be constructed otherwise, if de-
sired. . Thus in Fig. 4 one of the arms or
Jaws is made of wire, ags indicated by the

numeral 3, the other jaw (indicated by the
numeral 1) being made of sheet metal, as
above stated. These jaws are constructed
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to have a spring-clamping tension in any suit-

ablemanner. Thus, asshownin Figs. 1,2, and
6, a coiled spring ¢ may be engaged inter-
mediate the ends of the rod d, its extremities

| 5 and 6 exerting their tension upon the two

adjacent arms, In this manner said arms
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may have a spring tension upon any outgoing
| mail-matter, (indicated at 7,) or, as shown in

Fig. 4, a piece of spring-wire (indicated at8)
' ' 95

may be engaged with the ends of the jaws
and coiled abouttherod d. Asshown in Fig.

‘1, the metal arms 1 and 2 have a jointed en-
‘gagement upon the rod d, as indicated at 9,

the same construction also being ‘shown in
Figs. 2 and 3. Instead of the jaws them-
selves being thus jointedly engaged upon the

rod d the end springs 8 may be jointedly en-

gaged upon the rod, provision therefor being

| shown, for example, in Kig. 6. In this case
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an intermediate spring may be employed, its
extremities 5 and 6 engaging the jaws, as be-
fore explained. In FKig. 4, where one of the
jaws is formed of wire, the same piece of wire
may be coiled about the rod d and its ex-

tremities connected with the jaw 1, or, as
shown in Fig. 7, instead of having a single

wire jaw or arm two wire jaws or arms 4 4

may be employed, connected by an additional |

wire 10. In this instance both the jaws are
made of wire, one of the jaws, as 11, being
made of a single piece of wire, the jaws 4.4
being the upturned extremities thereof. The
clamping-jaws or mail-holding device ¢ are
also designed to be depressed within the box
when the cover is closed, and by the act of
closing the cover said jaws or device being
relieved from their depressed condition and

‘restored to normal position automatically

when the cover is opened. To this end the
jaws have an oscillatory movement within the
box, as upon the rod .
as a spring 12, may be employed having a
tension upon the jaw ¢ and also against the
adjacent surface of the box, the arrangement
being such that when the cover is closed the
spring may yield and permit the jaws or mail-
holding device ¢ to be depressed or forced

downward into the box, as indicated in dot-

ted lines in Fig. 3, the spring restoring the
Jjaws to normal or uphfted position when the

cover 18 opened.

What I claim ae'my invention is—

. 1. The combination with a letter-box pro-

vided with a cover, of vertically-oscillatory
spring-actuated jaws located within the box
and projecting above the upper end of the box

- +when the cover is in open position, said jaws
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arranged to be depressed within the box when
the cover is closed, and means to restore said

jaws from their depressed position when the ,

¢over is open.
2. The combination with a letter-box, of e

horizontal spring-actuated rod having an os-
cillatory engagement therewithin,an d spring- {

Any suitable device,

-
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actuated ;jews engeged upon said rod to hold
a package deposited between said jaws.

3. The combination with a letter-box, of a
horizontal spring -actuated rod heving an
oscillatory engagement therebetween, and
spring-actuated clamping-jaws engaged upon
said rod to hold a package deposited between
said jaws.

4. The combumtlon with a letter-box pro-
vided with a cover at its upper end, of mail-
holding spring-actuated oeeilletory jaws lo-
cated therewithin and projecting above the
upper end of the box when the cover is in
open position, said jaws arranged to be de-
pressed within the box when the cover 18

closed, and to bereleased from depressed po-

sition when the cover is open.

5. The combination with a letter-box pro- -

vided with a cover, of spring-actuated verti-
cally-oscillatory eclamping-jaws located there-
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within to hold a package deposited between

said jaws, said jaws projecting above the up-
per end of the box when the cover ig in open
position and arranged to be depressed within

the box when the cover is closed, and to be
released from depressed posmon when the_

cover is open.
The combmetwn with a lefter-box plo-

wded with a cover, an oscillatory spring-ac-

tuated rod enﬂ'eo'ed therewithin, vertically-
oscillatory spring ﬂ'-aetua,ted clamping-jawsen-
gaged with said rod to hold a package depos-
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ited between said jaws, said jaws projecting

above the upper end of the box when the

cover is in open position, and arranged to be
depressed within the box when the cover is
closed, and to be released from depressed po-

sition When the cover is open.

8o

In testimony whereof I sign this specifica-

tion in the presence of two Wltnesqee

__ HENRY N. KING.

- Witnesses: | o R
E. G. MONAGIN,
H. A. MONAGIN.
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