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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, GEORGE SCHENCK a
citizen of the United States residing at Le
Roy, in the county of Coffey and State of
Kansas,haveinvented anewand useful Trace-
Support, of Wthh ]
cation.

This mventlon relates to trace- suppmts
and is designed to provide improved means

for supporbmﬂ' the free ends of the fraces or
tugsupon aback-strapwhen said tracesare not
connected to a vehicle, so as to prevent them
from dangling about the legs of the animal.

It is furthermore designed that the cockeyes
may be snapped into engagement with the
supporting device witho ut separately operat-
ing any of the parts of the latter, and, finally,

to wuald against accidental dmplacement of
the cockeyes from the support.

With these and other objects in view the
present invention consists in the combination
and arrangement of parts, as will be herein-
after more fully described, shown in the ac-
companying drawings, and particularly
pointed out in the appended claims, it being

understood that changes in the form , propor- .

tion, size, and minor details may be made
w1th1n the scope of the claims without de-
parting from the spirit or sacrificing any of
the advantages of the invention.

In the dmwmus Figure 1 is a pelspectwe

view of a trace- quppmt constructed in ac-

cordance with the presentinvention and also
showing the application thereof. Fig. 2 is a

lonmtudmal sectional view 111ustrat1nn* the

manner of mounting the tra,ee suPportmﬂ*

- hooks.

Corr%pondmﬂ* parts in both figures of the

- drawings are designated by hke chamcterb of
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reference. |
Referring to the accompanying dmmngq,

1 defswna,tes the frame of the device, having
the fmnt and rear loops 2 and 3 for the re-|
ception of the back-strap 4 and the crupper-

strap 5, respectively, and the opposite side
loops 6 for the reception of the 1espeetn 6 hlp—
straps 7.

At the front of the frame and 1mmedlately

in rear of the loop 2 are provided the later-

ally alined pairs of upstanding bearing-ears

1e following is a specifi-

.-ll

8. For each pair of ears there is pro_v1clec1 a |

pin..
per wall of the socket or recess 11, and the

arm 14 bears downwardly against the frame,

[ hook 9 having the butt- end of 1its Shamk re-

ceived between its pair of ears, and both of

‘the hooks are pivotally mounted upon a sin-
gle pivot-pin 10, which passes through all of
the bearmmear% |
hook is pr 0v1ded with a socket or recess 11

The pivoted end of each
for the reception of a coiled spring 12, which

are located upon the same side of the pivot-
‘The upper arm 13 bears against the up-

so as to hold the free extremﬁy of the bill of
the hook in a normally-depressed position.
At the rear end of the frame there is pro-
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eencircles the pivot-pin, and is pr0v1ded with
the opposite spring-arms. 13 and 14, which
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vided a guide-plate 15, which extends trans-

versely across the same and has its upper face

‘inclined inwardly and downwardly, as best

indicated in Fig. 2 of the drawings. This

guide-plate is desw*ned to support the free

ends of the hooks so that the latter may al-
ways be in p051t10n to f&mhtate the engage-

-_ment of the traces therewith.

In the operation of the device the cockeye
16 of one of the traces is forced edgewise be-
tween the extremity of the bill of one of the
hooks and the adjacent inclined face of the

guide-plate 15, which latter projects beyond
| the free por tion of the hook, so as to form a -
support for the cockeye, Whel eby the cockeye

may be eonvemently engaged with the hook,
as indieated in Fig. 1, Wlthout requiring the

previous elevation of the hook. Although but

one trace has been shown, it will of course be
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understood that each trace 18 t0. be engaged

with its respective hook.
that each hook is pivoted at a point above the
free end of the bill thereof, as plainly shown

| in Fig. 2 of the drawings, it will be evident
‘that an cutward pull upon said bill will not

In view of the fact |

90

cause the latter to be elevated, and thus aecl- -

dental displacement of the cockeye is pre-
vented, and the trace can be removed from

trace-suppor ng hook, .

95
the suppmt only by manually operating the
Moreover, the free

end of the bill is extended and rebent rear- -
wardly toward the pwoted end of the hook, so
as to leave as small a space as possible for the
engagement of the cockeye, which arrange-
ment prevents the cockeye from beco'mmcr

100 .
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accidentally engaged beneath the free end of | downwardly inclined guide-plaﬁe located at g

the bill, and thus forms an additional guard

against displacement. |
Having described the invention, I claim—
1. A trace-support, comprising a frame,

having a guide-plate, which is inclined in-

wardly and downwardly, and a spring-actu-
ated hook, pivoted to the frame at a point

above the plane of the guide-plate, the free

extremity of the bill of the hook normally
resting upon the ineclined guide-plate.
2. A trace-support, comprising a frame,

'having upstanding bearing-ears located at
the forward end thereof, an inwardly and |

the rear of the frame, and spring-actuated
hooks, having their shanks pivoted to the
bearing-ears and above the plane of the
guide-plate, and the free extremities of the

bills of the hooks normally resting upon the
inclined guide-plate.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

GEORGE SCHENCK.

Witnesses:

J. W. FELPS,
O. .. ANTHONY,
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