No. 654,249. Paten_ted July 24, 1900.

M. C. HAMMOND.
DUPLICATE WHIST APPARATUS.

(Application, filed Mar. 1, 1900.,
{No Modsel.)

5™
l.(/f:

4
g I o
2 b3
E o
. z
F g . 3 o
————
; !
i |
& B C '
: - | .
| |
7. | y.o g . 4
: 7 7
yan e

- i s gy st eyt g S o ——— —
.
" r -

WITNESSES | INVENTOR

j/ '%M#W‘L__ 3‘9’ 66777/@6:507‘1/ A?;farfxfry‘,

TH{ NORRIS PETERS CO. PHOTO-LITHO., WASHINGTON, D. G,




10

20

30

35

40

45

50

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

MARCUS C. HAMMOND, OF SAVANNAH,

GEORGIA.
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To all whon it may concerw:

Be it known that I, MARCUS C. HAMMOND,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Sa-
vannah, in the county of Chatham and State

of Georgia, have 1nvented certain new and

useful Improvementsin Duplicate-W hist Ap-
paratus, ot which the following is a specifica-
tion, reference beinghad therecintothe accom-
panying drawings.

My invention relates to devices to retain
sets and subsets of cards in a compact man-
ner and peculiarly arranged for playing du-
plicate whist; and one object of my inven-
tion is to provide card-holding devices which
will permitthe cards of each subsettobeeasily
introduced therein or removed therefrom, al-
though a constant but light pressure is bear-
ing uponthe cards while in the holders, so that
new cards will not readily escape therefrom
and old cards which become thicker with use
will be readily introduced into the holders.

Another object is to facilitate speed in re-
placing the cards for duplicate play by per-
mitting each player to pack his cards in his
holder, and thereby help the dealer.

Another object of the apparatus in duapli-
cate whist 1s to prevent the players from
knowing on the duplicate whether the hand
he is holding was held on the original by the
player to his right or the player to his left
unless he surr eptltlously looks at the reverse
side of his small case.

Another object 18 to provide cmd-holders
of light sheet metal, as aluminium, of the size
of playing-cards which can be easily placed
in a coat-pocket without requumfr addmonal
wrapper or fastening.

I attain these obJects by the construction
illustrated in the accompanying drawmﬂ's n
which—

Higure 1 is a perspective view of a card-
holder containing four subset-holders con-
structed in accordance with my invention.
Kig. 218 a perspective view of one of the sub-
set-holders. FKig.disaplanview of the blank
of one of the subset-holders. Fig. 4 is a
longitudinal section of one of said holders.

Fig. 5 is a transverse section of one of said

holders. Fig, 6isa modification of the card-
holder shown in Fig. 1, in that its opening
1S on one of its narrow mdes Hig. 718 a3 modi-
fication of the eard-holder shown in Fig.

v

in that its opening is on one of 1ts narrow
sides.

The apparatus for one set consists of four
stmall holders or ecases B, each of a size to
hold one-fourth of a pack of playing-cards.
Said cases are preferably made of sheet-metal,
as aluminiam on account of its light weight
and brichtness; butother sheet metal or other
suitable material somewhat springy may be
used for the same purpose. Said cases B are
rectangular and have a top b, provided with
bent end flaps ¢, which are substantially rec-
tangular and of a depth sufficient to hold the
desired numberofcards between them, a back
¢/, which has no flaps, and the bottom ¢ of the
case. Said bottom is also provided with end
flaps f, which are tapering, being at the in-
ner end wider than at the outer end to per-
mit the free edges of the top b and of the
bottom e to approach each other, the metal
being suitably bent and sprung atthe back d
forthat purpose. Theouter case A, capableof
containing a set of four subsets, is constructed
similarly to the small cases B, but the back
and flaps are wider. To permit the cards to
be easily withdrawn from their case, a portion
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of the top and bottom of each case is cut

away,as shown at g. To facilitate the tntro-
duction of the cards in the case, the bottom
e is made about a quarter of an inch longer
than the top, so that by placing the sides of
the cards upon the extension of said bottom
and pressing downward the apertureisopened
enough to permit the eards to slide into the
case.

Four of the small cases, each holding thir-
teen cards, are inclosed in the large case A.
The five cases—one large and four small—
comprise a set. On top of each of the small
cases is stamped, printed, stenciled, or paint-
ed the word *‘Duplicate;” but said word on
the case of the leader is preferably within a
diamond -shaped inclosure with the word
‘“Lead.” On the bottom of each the word
‘“Original” is printed and either one of the
words ““North,” ““South,” ‘“East,” *‘ West,”
or the letters “_N 7S, ” i DR “W ? and in
use in playing the easeswill be distributed
to the playersin acecordance with these words
or letters and the positions the players occupy
in respect to the points of the compass. The

2, | letters on three of the cases are plain, buton
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the fourth case they are inclosed within a
figure, (as a star or diamond, ) indicating that
the player holding this case shall lead. The

numeral (in the star or diamond) on top of

the large case indicates the number of the

hand for purpose of scoring and comparing

the play on the original and duplicate.
The devices for holding the cards present

many advantages over others in their form
and In the ways they are used in the play.

The cases, being of metal, are very durable.
They fully cover the cards when the small
cases containing them are inserted within the
large case to store them, the noteched edge ¢
being preferably placed in the bottom of the
large case, the springy cover preventing them
from slipping out.

A great defectin all the methods or devices
now in use in duplicate whist is that the leads
on the original play rotate in regular order
in the same direction, and in nearly all cases
they rotate in one direction on the duplicate
play. Some methods have endeavored to
overcome this defect on the duplicate play by
having some of the hands turn to the right
and others to the left, but little advantage

has been obtained, because on the original

the lead on any particular deal is always by

the same person and also on the duplicate.

For instance, take deal No. 1, (with former
devices.) If the lead is north on the original
and east on the duplicate, it will always re-
main so no matter how often played, and
‘“ memory players” soon learn in which direc-
tion certain numbers turn.

With my devices, while the hands are

played in consecutive order on the original,

80 as not to complicate the scoring, the leads

donotrotate in consecutive order on the origi-

nal or duplicate play, and by simply shifting
the cases the order can be entirely changed
each time they are played with.

the deal on the large case only and the small

cases arranged so that on the duplicate half

the hands Wil_l turn to the right and half to
the left, and even if the cards were not shuf-
fled and dealt anewit would be extremely dif-

ficult for any player to remember any of them |

This is ac-
complished by having the number indicating

654,249

| well enough to be able to take advantage of

what he remembered; but if in addition the
trump was changed there could be no possi-
ble need to deal the cards more frequently
than every third or fourth game, and they

might be used indefinitely by occasionally
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shifting the cards in two of the small cases in

each set.
In Figs. 6 and 7 the same kind of springy

~card -holding devices are shown; but their
opening is on one of the narrow ends.

The

large holder containing four sunset-holders is
shown at A% and the subset holders at B
Having now fully described my invention, T

claim—
1. A duplicate-whist apparatus consmtmg
of four independent card-bholders, each holder

consisting of sheet material bent toward itself
about half-way of its length to normally bring
1ts ends toward each other, said ends having
crescent notches therein, and the side edges
of each holder bent to overlap each other, sub-
stantially as described.
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2. A duplicate-whist apparatus consisting -

of four independent card-holders, each holder
adapted to receive and clasp a fourth of a
pack of cards and consisting of sheet metal
bent and sprung toward itself about half-way
of its length to normally bring its ends toward
each other and the side adges of each holder
bent to overlap each other, in combination
with a holder adapted to receive the four in-
dependentcard-holdersand constructed simi-
larly to, bat wider than the four independent
card-holders, substantially as described.

- 3. A duplicate-whist apparatus consisting
of four independentcard-holders, each holder
having springy bent sides united at their in-
ner ends and their outer ends adapted to ap-
proach each other, with overlapping sides,

said holders havmg on one face the word

‘“Original” and on the opposite face the word
“Duphcate > substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I affix my swnature
in presence of two witnesses.

MARCUS C. HAMMOND.
Witnesses: - |
- MARY E. W. PALMER,
Epw. A. EVE.

.j.

75

80

Q0



	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

