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1o all whom it may concern: |
Be it known that we, HIEXRY H. TAYLOR

and MYRON B. HAMMOND, citizens of the

United States, residing at Bridgeport, in the

county of Fairfield and State of Connecticut,

. have invented certain new and useful Im-
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provements in a Combined Corset-Steel Lock
and Garment-Supporting Hook; and we do
hereby declare the following to bea full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such

1 and frequently drop down over the hi ps, while

the metal eyeor eyelet is unreliable, since the

lower clasps are constantly getting unfas-
tened and such eyeoreyelet then easily slips

off the stud. Our invention aims to over-
come these defects, is a simple and reliable

| device, and will be readily understood from

as will enable others skilled in the art to

whichitappertains to make and use the same.

Our invention relates to certain improve-
ments in combined corset-steel locks and gar-
ment-supporting hooks, and has for one ob-
ject to provide a hook which may readily be
attached to or detached from a corset without
disturbing the fastening of the corset-steels
and without piercing or pinching any portion
of the corset, while at the same time the hook

when in position acts as a lock which effec-.

tually prevents the usual eye-and-stud fas-
tening of the corset-steels from becoming ac-
cidentally detached, a further object of our
Invention being to afford a simple means to
which ordinary garment-supports may be at-
tached. o . | .

In order that those skilled in the art to
which our invention appertains may more
fully understand the same, we will proceed
to describe it in detail, reference being had

to the aceompanying drawings, in which—
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Figure 1isa front elevation showingalower
portion of a corset equipped with our im-
provement in operative position; Fig. 2. a de-
tail perspective of ourimprovement, and Fig.
3 & side elevation of the same. | -

Similar numbers of reference denote like

- parts in the several figures of the drawings.
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Heretofore various garment-supports have
been contrived which were equipped with
safety-pins, clamping-jaws, straps, &c., for
attachment to a corset. Also a metal eye or
eyelet has been provided at the upper end of

the supporter and hooked over the stud of

one of the steels of the corset and beneath the
eyeplate which engages said stud from the
other steel, These safety-pin and clamping-
Jaw devices mar the corset and become easily
bent and useless and the straps which usually
are passed around the waist become shifted

the following description.

Ouar improvement comprises a metal plate
1, preferably provided at the bottom with an
elongated slot 2, through whieh the garment-
supporting tapes are passed, as'is shown in
dotted lines at Fig. 1. 'The top of this plate

terminates in a neck 3, which is offset in a
plane coincident with the vertical longitudi-

nal plane of said plate, and said neck termi-

nates in a cross-bar 4 of any suitable shape.

In the drawings this cross-bar is shaped simi-
lar to an anchor; but this is merely a matter
of taste and design, for a siraight bar would
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answer the purposes of our invention. This
cross-parextendsin aplane beneath the plane

of the plate 1, but parallel thereto, the neck

serving to connect said plate and bar, so that
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1t will be clear that when the cross-barisin- -

serted in position between the corset-steels
o the plate will hang vertically without any
binding or cramping effect against the corset

-or the person of the wearer, while the cross-

bar will extend immediately beneath the cor-
set-steels and athwart the same and the neck
will rest upon the corset-clasp 6, as shown
clearly at Hig. 1. o - |
When our improvement is in position be-
tween the steels of a corset, it becomes im-

possible to disengage the corset-fastenings

at the bottom of the corset, since the inter-
position of the neck of our improvement be-
tween the corset-steels effectually locks the
latter, so that they cannot move toward each
other. Therefore when our device is in po-
sition for use it cannot be accidentally dis-
placed; but it is readily removed by turning
the plate to a position substantially at right
angles to that shown at Fig. 1, so as to bring
one of the ends of the cross-bar between the
steels, whereupon by a slight tilt and back-

-8-0'

00

95

ward-turning movement of the plate our im-

provement 18 withdrawn.
We prefer to offset the neck at a slight an-

| gle, because it gives a neater appearance and
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renders the device a little more ready of use;
but of course such construction relates to a

‘mere matter of degree, and, moreover, our im-

provement counld be utilized advantageously
if the neck were perfectly straight, although
by frequent usage or strain on the plate it
would undoubtedly bend the neck so as to
cause it to assume an offset position.

It will of course be clear that the plate 1
affords a ready means of grasping by the
hand of the wearer, so that the cross-bar can

~ be easily inserted into position between the

‘corset-steels, and, furthermore, that this also
‘affords a simple means to which the garment-

supports may be attached; but we do not wish
to be limited to any particular shape or di-
mensions of a plate for this purpose, since

- the gist of our invention rests in the provi-
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sion of a metal plate having the supporter-
tapes depending from the bottom thereof and

- provided with a cross-bar, which is connected

to said plate by an offset neck.

- Having thus described our invention, what
we claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 1s—

1. A combined corset- steel lock and oar-
ment-supporter, comprising a metal plate
having the supporter-tapés depending from
the bottom thereof and having a cross-bar

connected to the plate by an offset neck, the
neck being of such thickness as to pr event

when mtemosed between the corset-stee]s
their movement toward each other, and the

cross-bar when in effective position extend-
ing beneath the steels and athwart the same,
whlle the neck projecting between the steels
rests upon one of the clasps, substantially as
set forth.

2. A combined corset-steel lock and gar-
ment supporter, comprising a metal plate
having the supporter-tapes depending from
the bottom thereof, an offset neck, a cross-
bar connected to said neck, the arms of the
cross-bar being curved rearwardly toward
the plate and flared obtusely to the mneck,

whereby, when in effective position, the arms

of the cross-bar extend beneath the steels
and the neck rests upon a clasp of the corset,
and the neck and cross-bar are readily in-
serted and withdrawn, substantially as set
forth.

In testimony whereof we affix our signa-

tares in presence of two witnesses.

HENRY H. TAYLOR.
MYRON IB. HAMMOND.

Witnesses:

If. ' W. SMITH, JR.,
M. T. LONGDEN
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