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OIIARLES BATEMAN OF GALES CREEK, OREGON

THROATwFRAME FOR MAIL BAGS.

SPECIFIGATION formmg part of Letters Patent No. 653 05’7 dated J uly 3, 1900
Apphcatlan ﬁled Nwemb{ﬂ 16,1899, Serml No, 737 188, (o madel J

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES BATEMAN
citizen of the United States and a reﬁndent of
Gales Creek, in the county « of Washington and

State of Oregon, have invented a new a,nd Im-

proved Throat-Frame for Mail-Bags, of which
the following 1s a, full clear, and exact de-

seription.

This invention has for its ob,]ect to provide

a throat-frame for mail- bags or the like hav- | -

ing novel features of construetlon which are
mmple durable, convenient in service, and
will hold the mouth of the bag open at fall
extent in rectangular form for free reception
of mail-matter a,nd also adapt the frame for
a secure closure of the ba,b-mouth

1he invention consists in the novel con-

‘struction and combination of parts, as is here-
inafter desecr 1bed Emd deﬁned in the append-'

ed claims.
Reference is to be had to the accom panymw
dra,wmﬂ's, forming a part of this specification,

- 1n which similar characters of reference 111d1-
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lthroat frame in opened ad;]ustment
18 an end view of the throat-frame in ¢l osed-
condltmn seen in direction of arrow « in Flﬂ‘ |

6 6 of Fig. 2.
closed fmme seen in direction of arrow y in

cate corresponding parts in all the views.
Figure 11is a perspective view of the device
applled and adjusted to hold the mouth of the
bag distended. Fig. 2 is a plan view of the

5, Hig. 41 is an enlarged partly-sectional ele-

vation of the frame, substantially on the line
Fig.5isan enlarged pla,n view

4 4 in Fig. 2.
of the fmme in pla,ce on a bag and in closed
condition. FKig. 6 is a tranwelse sectional
view of the devwe substantlally on the line
Flﬂ‘ 7 1s a side view of the

Kig, 5.
Substantmlly on the line 8 8 in Fig. 5, and
Hig. 9 is a transverse sectional V1ew substan-

| .tla,lly on the line 9 9 in Fig. 5.

The improvement may be apphed on lhe.
mouths of bags used for different purposes.
Preferablyitisemployed as a mail- bag-mouth

frame and is 1epresented as apphed upon a

- mail-bag.

In the dramnﬂ*s 111ustrat;1n0‘ the construe-r.

‘tion and apphcatwn of the mventlon 10'in-

dicates a bag, (shown in part,) which may be
of leather or other available material.
Theimproved throat-frame (shown secur ed

Fig. 3

o

up011 the edge of the baﬂ‘-mouth) compllses

essentially, fom' main members or bars 11, 12,

13, and 14, which vary in form and are ;]011113-
od towether to be folded compactly for closure
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of the bag-mouth or to be opened to provide

matter, the specific construction of c;ald mem-
bers bemﬂ* as follows: - |

tion and substantially parallel on the side
edges, one side of the bar extending horizon-
tally from the upper termination of the ver-
tical member thereof, as shown in Flbs 3, 4
8, and 9 of the dl&Wlnﬂ‘S

At or near the lonmtudmal center of the
frame-bar 11 a pwtuberance & 18 formed on
‘the vertical side wall thereof to afford mate-
‘rial for the formation in thé inner side of this
| wall of a recess or cavity opposite the protu-
‘berance a, said recess. receiving a hinge-leaf
formed on one end of the frame-bar 12 |
The leaf on the extremity of the frame-bar
"1 12 is pivoted at a"in the recessed protuber-

The fla,me bar 11 is L sha,ped in cross-see-

& recta nﬂ'ulm frame whereby the bag-mouth -
issuitably dlstended forthe reeeptlon of mail-
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ance ¢ and provides a rule-joint which per-

membel of the frame-

overhanging member of the frame-Dbar 11,

‘leaving room on the outside thereof for &11-_
other b&r 13 to be folded beneath the hori 170N -

‘tal member of the frame bar 11.
Kig. 8 is a transverse Sectmna,l view |

From the -joint a' the vertical wall of the

same wa,ll 011 the -half portion 112 thereof,
thereby reducing the width of the houzontal
member of the frame bar 11 correspondingly

The frame-bar 12 is about equal in.
‘thickness to the height of the vertical wall
‘on the angular fI‘ELIIIG-bd,I‘ portion 11*, which
oxtends from the joint ¢’ on the flame bar1l
‘toward the right-hand énd, as'shown in Fig.
‘1, and when thé complete frame- bar is nclosely
_folded the bar 12 will lie housed below the

‘mits the free folding of the frame-bar 12 be-
low the horizontal top

‘bar 11.-
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§anwular frame-bar 11, which projects to the
left in Fig. 1, is double the thickness of the

95

where it projects laterally from the thickened

_vertlcal wall just mentioned.

‘On the left-hand end of the flame bal. 11

;as shown in Fig. 1, an'eénd of the frame-bar
13 is rule- ]0111ted as at b, which will permit
the two frame- bms 11 13 to be extended in

alinement and also ﬂexed 130 form a rwht

‘angle between them.
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The frame-bar 13 is equal in thickness for
one-half of its length, extending from the
joint b to the thicker portion of the frame-

bar 11, and its width, together with the rela-
tive formation of the rule-Jomt b, permits the
sald bar 13 to fold heneath the horizontal
member of the bar 11, as indicated in Kig. 9.

A protuberance ¢ is formed on the outer
side of the frame-bar 13, at or near its longi-

tudinal center, to provide room for a hinge-

joint recess in the opposite side thereot, and
a joint-leaf on one end of the frame-bar 14 is
pivoted therein to provide a hinged connec-
tion ¢’ between the parts named. From the
hinge-joint ¢’ the outermost half portion of
the frame-bar 13 is reduced in thickness, so
that it is equal to that of the frame-bar 14,
and these parts when folded together in the
direction of the curved arrow z in Kig. 1
should have a combined thickness equal to
that of the half of the frame-bar 13 that is

located between the joints b and c'.

25

20

The outermost ends of the frame-bars 12
and 14 are jointed together, as shown at d,
whereby these bars are per mitted to fold to-
gether when their jointed ends at d are
movmfr outwardly or in the direction of the
arrow 2’ in Fig. 1, which will result in imping-

ing the outer side of the bar 14 upon the in-
ner side of the outer portion of the bar 13,

and at the same time the two contacting bare

12 and 14, together with the bar 13, are all
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folded compactly beneath the top horizontal
portion on the outer part 11* of the frame-
bar 11, as shown in Figs. 3 and 3.

On the lower edges of each frame-bar11, 12,
13, and 14 dependmﬂ' flanges g are formed
Whereon the free top edﬂ‘ee of the open baﬂ'
10 are secured by rivets orother means. The
frame-bars 11 and 13 are equal in length,and
at a suitable point near the free end of the
frame-bar 13 a vertical slot i is formed for
the reception of the slide-bolt 15, held pro-
Jeeted a proper distance above the bar by a
spring 16, that has its ends respectively en-
gaged with the frame-bar 13 and the slide-

| bolt as clearly shown in Fig. 4.

A slot ¢ is formed 1n the top horizontal
flange on the frame-bar 11 at a point near
one “end which will permit said slot to re-

ceive the projected portion of the slide-bolt

15, and in a vertical slot formed 1n the outer

- gide of the frame-bar 13, opposite the slide-
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bolt 15, a thumb-bolt /' is inserted, having
its inner end secured In a slide-bolt, which
affords convenient means to manipulate the
bolt for its introduction within or removal
from the slot ¢ when the throat-frame is
folded. A perforation 7 is laterally formed
in the slide-bolt 15 where 1t projects above
the frame-bar 11 for accommodation of the
hasp of a mail-lock A of any preferred con-
struction,which when engaged with the slide-
bolt will hold the throat-frame in closed con-
dition.

- It will be seen that when the frame-bars

!

653,057

the other bars 12 14 will be automatically ad-
justed so as to afford a rectangular frame

where engaged with the bag 10, as shown in 7o

Figs. 1 and , 80 that the ba,ﬂ'-mouth will be

dlstended s1m11a11y with the adjustment of
the frame for introduction of mail - matter

| witinthe bag.

At spaced distances a,palt two arms 17 are 75

formed or secured on the frame-bar 11, so as
to depend therefrom, and on each arm a
ring-eye 13 18 outwardly projected, as shown
in Figs. 1, 2, 4, 5, and 6. The ring-eyes 13
may be readlly Shpped over projecting hooks
that are on a side wall either in an office or
mail-car, so that the mail-bag may be hung

in an uprmht position with the mouth there-

of fully distended toadmit mail-matter, thus
avoiding the need of manual effort to keep
the beﬂ' open, so that the mail-distributer

“may use both hands for the work and greatly

expedite it.

One of the arms 17 may be secured to the
side of the mail-bag, as indicated in Fig. 1,
and it is evident that by the employment of
said arms which will bear upon the vertical
wall whereon the bag hangs the bag will be
maintained in a proper posﬂnon |

The throat-frame may be constructed of
any suitable metal and while: light is very
strong and durable.

Ha,vmo* thus fully deseribed my invention,
I claim as newand desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. A throat-frame for bags, consisting of a
pair of side bars hinged together at one end
and formed with reduced portions on their
inner faces extending from their middle to
their free ends, one “of said bars being L.-
shaped in cross- seetmn a second pair of suie
bars one-half the 1enﬂ'th of the first-named

| bars and hinged l;oc-*ether at one end and with

their opposme ends hin ged to the first-named
bars in the inner ends of the reduced portions
thereof, the shorter bars being adapted to lie
arra,mst the reduced porhons of the longer
bars when the frame is closed and engaging
as stops the adjacent other portions of the
longer bars when the frame is open, and the

horizontal member of the L-shaped longer
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bar covering the remaining three bars When '

the frame is cloged, as set Torth.

2. A throat- frame for bags, comprising a
pair of side bars hinged together at one end
and having their opposing side faces reduced
from a point between their ends to their free
ends, one of said bars being L-shaped in cross-
section, a second pair of side bars hinged fo-
gether at one end and having their opposite
ends hinged to the first-named bars in the in-
ner ends of the reduced portions thereof, said
second pair of bars being of a length and
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thickness equal to the reduced portions of

the respective bars to which they are hinged,
being adapted to lie against the reduced por-
tions of such bars when the frame is closed
and engaging as stops the adjacent ends of

_11 and 13 are opened to form a right angle | the other portions when the fmme 18 open,
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and the hormontal member of the L-shaped | bars to fold beneath the top houzontal ﬂanfre

side bar being of a width sufficient to cover

the other bars wheu the frame 1s closed, as set
forth.

3. In a déwrlee of the character descrlbed |

the combination with two long frame-ba,ls
two short frame-bars pivoted towethel at an
end of each bar, the other ends reaneetwe]y
having pivoted enﬂ*ao'ement with one of the
long frame bars at the longitudinal center
thereof, each long frame-bar having an outer

half portmn reduced in thickness to receive | .

laterally one of the short frame-bars, one of
the long frame-bars being L-shaped in cross-
seetlon per mitting the three other frame-

L

on said long frame-bar, and a sprmﬂ*-a,ctu-

ated slide- bolt on one of the lonn'flame bars,.
| loosely engaging a slotin the horlzonta,l ﬂanﬂ'e |
of the 0the1 frame bar, said bolt having a per-
foration in the portlon projected abom the

frame-bar through which it passes, for the re-
ception of a hasp-loek
In testimony whereof I have signed my
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name to this specification in the presenree of 2 5

two subseubmw withesses.,
| CIIARLES BATEMAN

Witnesses:
| - L. L. LANGLEY, |
W. M. LANGLEY.
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