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10 all whom it may concern: |

Be it known that I, GEORGE W. BROWN, a
citizen of the United States, residing at IIot
Springs, in the county of Garland a,nd State
of Alkansas have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Hooks; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact deseription of the 1nvent1on

such as will enable others skilled in the art: to |

which it appertains to make and usethe same.

This invention relates to improvements in
hooks,more especially of that character adapt-
ed for use on tug and draft connections, whif-
fletrees, and in other connections where a
hook is required which can be easily and
quickly connected or disconneected and which
when connected is not liable to accidental dis- |
connection.

The objects of the invention are to pro-

duce an improved hook of the above-named
character which will embody the advantages |

and remedy the defects of known hooks used'

for simlilar purposes; to produce a hook of
very simple construction and of the mini-

mum number of parts; toproduce ahook, par-

ticularly easy to operate, which will be free
from the objection incident to so many dif-
terent hooks of being easily disconnected ac-
cidentally; to devise a hook which will per-
mit draft on the ring or link with which it is

connected in practlcally any direction with-

out danger of disconnection of the ring or
link from the hook, and to generally improve,
simplify, and cheapen the construction of
such hooks.

With such objects in view my invention is
embodied in the novel construction, arrange-
ment, and combination of the several parts
as helemafter fully described, and particu-

40 larly.set forth in the claims.

5¢ showing by dotted lines dlﬁerent positions | ger of becoming disengaged from the hook. 100

In the accompanying drawings I have illus-
trated a practical embodiment of my inven-
tion, but desire it to be understood thatI do
not limit the improvements in their useful
applications to the particular construction
therein shown for the sake of better under-
standing of the invention.

In said drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective

view of a hook, illustrating the invention and

Wthh the ring is liable to assume.
a side elevatmn thereof.
Referring to the drawings, A indicates the
body or shank of the hook pwwded if de-
sired and as shown in the drawings, with a
loop or eye ¢ atits rear end, by which eye the

Fig. 2 is
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‘hook may be connnected to a draft connec-

tion or the like. At the forward end of the

shank or body portion A the metal of the hook

is bent or turned to form a comparatively-

| large substantially - semicircular bent or

curved portion, (indicated at B.) TFrom this
portion I3 extends rearwardly to about the

end of the body portion a bill or beak por-

tion C, which lies substantially parallel with
the bodv portion and is preferably slightly
curved or bowed outwardly or away from the
| body portion A. The bill C is provided at its
rear end with a short return or hooked por-
| tion or extension D, which lies substantially
half-way between the bill and body in order
to leave space between the extension and the
body for the passage of a link or ring and to
provide a bent or curved portion E joining
the extension to the bill to receive the ring.
Secured in a suitable manner to the exten-
sion D is a forwardly-extending yielding or
spring tongue F, which forms practwally a
sSpring contmuatwn of the extension D. The
tongue is shown as being inserted in a slit d

| in the end of the extension and having arivet

d' passing therethrough. Projecting from the

| body or shank A, Jllst rearward of the end of

thespring-ton gue I, 1Isa stop portion or shoul-
der G, spanning the space between the shank
and the tongue.

Such bemcv the construction of the hook, it
is believed 1133 use will be apparent. In con-
necting with a ring or the like the hooked
bill C is inserted in the ring, and slight pres-
sure brought to bear on the spring-tongue
will cause the latter to move away from the
stop & and permit the ring to pass the same
and enter the space between the shank and
the main portion of the bill. From a view of
Kig. 11t will be seen that the ring can occupy
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either of the positions 1nd1eated by dotted -

lines and numerous intermediate positions
and have strain placed thereon without dan-
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It is therefore evident that the various posi-

tions which the hook or ring may assume in

the use thereof need cause no fear of the dis-

engagement of the hook and ring, with the |

consequent inconvenience and danger. To
release the ring from the hook, it is simply
necessary to move the same against the stop
( and press the ring slightly against the pro-
jecting end of the spring-tongue, when it will
slip past or over the stop and over the hooked
end of the bill. |
Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s—

1. Asanew article of manufacture, a hook
comprising a shank, a bill having a return
part provided with a yielding tongue contin-
uation, lying between said shank aund bill
and contacting with a part on said shank,
20 said shank having a stop-shoulder with which )

‘aring when on the hook is adapted to engage,

whereby the accidental displacement. of the
ring is prevented.

2. Asanew article of manufacture, a hook
comprising a shank, a bill extending from the
forward portion of the shank rearwardly and
having a rigid return extension intermediate
theshank and bill and spaced from the shank,
aspring-tongue secured to said extension and

projecting forwardly between the shank and

bill, and a stop-lug on the shank rearward of
the forward end of said spring-torgue and

on which said spring-tongue rests, substan-

tially as described. -
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
GEORGE W. BROWN.
Witnesses:
AUuG. K. TORRENCE,
JAI R. IIENDERSON.
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