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TRAM-RAILWAY TRACK FOR PUBLIC HIGHWAYS.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 652,767, dated J ulﬁr 3, 1900.
Application filed October 14, 1899, Serial No. 783,684, (No model.)

To all whom zt TMAY CONCETTL:

Be it known that I, Tmomas H. GIBBON of
the city and county of Philadelphia, in the
State of Pennsylvania, have invented new
and useful Improvements in Tram-Railway

Tracks for Public Highways, of which the fol- |

lowing is a specification.

The objects of my 1mpr0vements are to

minimize the expense of maintenance of pub-
lic highways and also to provide an eff
reliable, permanent, and simple construction

of tram- 1&11wey, keeping true gage and ever

free from low joints, to afford farmers and
others using said highways the meansto draw
greater loa,ds and with great speed and safety
and also to afford a smoother and more lasting
path for bicyeclists and automobilists to travel
on. These objects I attain by means of the
construction illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, which form part of this specifica-
tion, end in which—

Fw‘ure 1 1s a plan view of a tram- rallway
track embodying myinvention; Fig. 2, an en-
larged plan view of my metal base - - plate.
Flﬂ' 3 is an isometrical view of my rail-sup-
pm:t Fig. 4, a cross-section of my base-plate
and uPun*ht In position; Fig. 5, a side eleva-

tion of my metallic gage tie- ba,r Fig. 6, a

plan view of my metalhc wedge- key, Fig. 7,
an isometrical view of my steel tram - 1’&11
IFig. 8, a cross-section of my tlam-rmlway
track when all parts are placed in the high-
way.

The object of my invention is to provide
suitable appliances for building highway
tram -railways in a permanent substantml
manner to prevent spreading or ereeping of

the rails, allowing them to expand and con-

tract, and by a series of lap-jointing of rails
makmcre contmuoue, aceurate, and 1mperlsh-
able track.
As illustrated in the drewmﬂ'e, A desig-
nates my metallic concave base-plate, de-
signed to give ample support-to the track.

On the f.eee a hole 1 is formed to receive the |

lug 2 of the rail-support B. The lug of the
raﬂ-support after passing through the hole in
the face of the base-plate eutometmelly locks
them together and when combined male a
rail- suppmt with ample beéaring-surface for
the support of the track Wlthout crogs-ties.
B designates m rail-support, which is

ectwe T

| made of metal, having a broad-face to sup-
port the rail.

On the cenfer of said face a
groove 3 is formed to receive the downward
pendant 4 of the rail F. The rail-support is
also provided with mortises 5 to receive tie-
rods and wedge-keys, also with a lug 2, hav-
Ing recesses whlch engage with the fece of
the base-plate. Said lun' i1s designed to pass
through the hole 1 and te engage 1n the face
of the base- plate, securely fastening the rail-
support and the base-plate firmly towethel

C designates my base-plate and rail- -Sup-
port when locked together.

D designates the transverse tie-rod, which
18 preferably made of a flat bar of metal and
which has on its lower edges a notch 6, near

| the end thereof, whereby each end of said rod

after passing through said mortises in the
sald upright securely hooks them together,
also accurately gaging the track and prevent-

ing the spreading and creeping thereof.

E designates my wedge -key, preferably
made of ﬂa-t metal and bifureated at each end
7, although a head may be placed on one end,
as shown in the drawings, Fig. 6.

If designates my tram-rail, having a wide
flat face, each end of which is scarfed at 9, to
engage longitudinally with the conjoining
ends and thereby a series of break-joints is
formed thr oughout the entire length of a
track, and thus affords ogreater etablhty to
the track. The tram- rall embraces the face
10, upon which the wheels of wagons, auto-
mobﬂee, or bicycles run, the under face cor-
rugated at 11, having along its inner edge a
longitudinal upward and downward pendant
12 and on theouter edge a downward pendant
18, formed to increase the strength of rail
and assist the wheels to keep on the face

thereof, and also adownward pendant placed
*1mmedletely under the face of therail and in

the center thereof. Said pendant is designed
to engage in the groove 3 of the rml-eupport

(> designates a cross-section of my tram-
rallway When all the parts are in p051t10n in
the highway.

My tram-railway tracks are laid in the fol-
lowing manner: First the lugs of therail-sup-
port are inserted in the mortises on the face
of the base-plate,giving ita quarter-turn,thus

55

60

75

30

Q0

95 .

ICO

| locking the lug across the mortise, and there- |
| by locking both rail-support and base-plate
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together, as shown in Fig. 4. After placing |

them in position in the trenches in the high-
way prepared for that purpose the downward
pendant of the tram-rail is placed in the
oroove of the rail-support, bringing the mor-
tises in the rail-support and the mortises in

thedownward pendant of the rail in line with :

each other. The transversetie-rods are then
passed through said mortises. The notches
on said tie-rodsengage in the mortises in the
rail-support.

ant and rail-support, and all the parts are
firmly locked together, as shown in FIig. S,

after which line and tamp up, and a perfect -

and uniform track is secured.

I claim as my invention and desire to se- |

cure by Letters Patent—

1. Ametallictram-rail,composed of abroad
face portion, corrugated on i1ts under face, a |

The wedge-key 1s then driven |
through the mortises in said downward pend- .

852,767

web portion slotted at intervals to receive the
wedge-keys and longitudinal tongues, the one
on its inner edge being formed upward and

downward, the outer tongune downward, said

face portion being scarfed so as to reeceive the
conjoining rail and being fitted to interlock,
as and for the purpose specified.

2. A metallictram-track chair,composed of
an upright and concave base-plate, said up-
right being composed of a broad face portion

with a deep groove on its face, a web hav-

ing transverse mortises, on its bottom being
formed a lug which is recessed to engage in
the face of the concave base-plate, as and for
the purpose specified.

THOMAS II. GIBBON.

Witnesses:
C. . KIRK,
EDWIN A. LEE.
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