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thereof; and to that end the invention con- |
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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

SEYMOUR V. MERRIMAN, OF SYRACUSE,

NEW YORK.

FOLDING TABLE.

SPEGIFICATION ferrmng- part of Lettels Patent No. 652,720, dated J une 26, 1900
B_pplmetwn filed October 19 1899, Semal No.734,137. (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, SEYMOUR V. MERRI-
MAN, a citizen of the Umted States, and a resi-
dent of Syracuse, in the county of Onondawe,
in the State of New York, have invented new
and iiseful Improvements in Folding Tables,
of which the follomn.g;, taken in eouneetlon
with the accompanying drawings, is a ful]
clear, and exact desceription.

The object of thisinvention is to provide a
folding table which shall have its top mount-
ed onsupportscapableof beingfolded quickly,
conveniently, and compactly under the top of
the table and shall obviate the inconvenience
of legs supporting the top at or neartheedges

siste, essentially, of a folding table having ifs
top mounted upon supports pivotally conn ect-
ed to the central portion of said top and the
supports articulated intermediate their ends
to fold compactly under the top and provided
with means for retaining said supports in
standing positions, as hereinafter more fully
deserlbed and set forth in the claims.

In the annexed drawings, Figure 1 is a side
elevation of my impr oved foldmﬂ‘ table in its
erected position. FKig.2 shews-t-he same 1n its
folded condition. Fig. 3 is a transverse sec-
tion on line X X in Fig. 1 and viewed in the
direction indicated by the arrow. Fig. 4 is
aninverted plan view of the tableinitsfolded
condition. Iig. 5isa detall view of the lock-
ing device forretaining the table in its folded
condition.

ble embodying a modification of my inven-
tion.

Y Y in Fig. 6, and Fig. 8 is a detached inner

side view of one of the upper sections of one

of the pedestals embodying the aforesaid
modification.

Similar letters of refe1e11(3e indicate corre-

sponding parts.
a denotes the top of the table, which may

be either square, as shown, or any other de-
b represents the supporting-

sirable shape.
base of the table, and ¢ crepresentthestand-
ards or pedestals which support the top o

upon the aforesaid base. Said pedestalsare
divided trensvel sely intermediate their ends,

as shown at ¢, and the two end sections of |

|

each are connected together by means of a
hinge d, the joint of which is at the inner

Fig. 6 18 a side elevation of a ta-

Fig. 7 is a transverse section on line

[

|

1 side of the pedestal to allow the twd sections

thereof to deflect outward from their stand-
ing positions and to fold the upper section
over the top of the lower section, as shownin
Fig. 2 of the drawings. These articulated
pedesta,ls are pwotally connected to the top
a and base b in proximity to the centers
thereof and by means of hinges ¢ ¢, having
their joints at the outer sules of the pedes-
tals to allow said hinges to open radially out-
ward from the cente1 of the top and base.
The hinges thus disposed cause the folded
pedeetels to lie compactly between the top «

. and base b.
In erecting the table for use it is only nec-

essary to 1ift the top a, in which operation
the weight of the base b causes the pedestals

ceto unfold and become distended to assume

the necessary standing position for support-
ing the top a, as 1llustrated in Figs. 1 and 6
of the drawings. To retain the pedestals in
said erect or standmcr position, I employ a
suitable tie, preferably of the form of a ring
t, of a diameter to encompass the entire set of
pedestale at a suitable distance from the top
a, as shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings. To
the outer sides of the pedestals may be at-
tached metal strips h h, receiving over them

| the ring ¢ and provided with transverse

notches to retain said ring in place. Said
metal strips also serve 1o protect the pedes-
tals from wear and abrasion by the engage-
ment of the ring.

A modlﬁca,tlon of the locking device con-
sists of a spider ¢, formed with radial arms
¢ 1, terminating in tlensversely projecting

heads 705 Whleh slide in longitudinal grooves
11 in the inner sides of the upper eeemons of

the pedestals and are retained therein by
metal strips o o, fastened to the pedestals at
opposite sides of the grooves [ [l and project-
ing over said grooves to engage the lateral
prOJeetmns of the heads 7 7, as shown in Kigs.

7 and 8 of the drawings. Bysliding the spi-
der to the top a the pedestels ¢ ¢ are allowed
to be folded in the manner hereinbefore de-
scribed.

If desirable, a emtable ‘cateh or lock may

‘be employed to retain the table in its folded

position while being carried about or during
transportation. Iillustrate one form of such

locking device in Figs. 3 and § of the draw-

53

60

70

75

30

Qo

100




&N

652,720

ihgs, and it consists of a spring-bolt n, con- | rectly to the lower end sections and diéposed |

nected to the under side of the top a and en- | with their joints at the inner sides of the ped- 25
gaging a catch n', attached to the base b. A estals, and means for sustaining said pedes-
wire v may be attached to the bolt to permit | tals in standing position as set forth.
5 1t to be conveniently drawn out of engage- | 3. A folding table composed of the top, 4
- mment when desired to unfold the table. supporting-base, a plurality of supporting-
What I claim as my invention is— - | pedestals pivotally connected to said top and 3o
1. A folding table composed of the top, a base, and articulated intermediate their ends
supporting-base, a plurality of supporting- | to deflect outward, means for sustaining said
10 pedestals pivotally connected to said top and | pedestals in standing position, and means for
base, each of said pedestals being articulated locking the same in their folded condition as
intermediate its endsto deflect outward there- | set forth. | 35
at to a folded position, and means for sus- 4. In a folding table, the combination with
taining said pedestals in standing position as | the top and a supporting-base, of a plurality
15 set forth., - | of pedestals pivotally connected to said top
2. A folding table composed of the top, a | and base, and articulated intermediate their
supporting-base, a plurality of supporting- | ends to deflect outward, and a ring embrac- 4o
pedestals, each of which pedestals is formed ing the entire set of pedestals and sustaining
of two end sections, hinges connecting the | the same in standing position as set forth.
2o upper end sections to the top and the Iower | SEYMOUR V. MERRIMAN.
end sections to the base, and disposed with Witnesses: |
their joints at the outer sides of the pedestals, J. J. LAASS,
hinges connecting the upper end sections di- H. B. SMITH.
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