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To CI»ZZ whom it MY CONCeriL:
Be it known thatI, THOMAS J. COX, a em

zen of the United States residing at Gaines-
ville, in the county of Oooke and State of .
Te},as have invented certain newand useful

Impmvements in Mantels; and I do hereby

eéxact description of the 1nvent10n such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
16 appertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to mantels for fire- |

places; and is designed to combine therewith

~ means for pleventmﬂ' fire from spavks flying
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ally across the
- or side pieces of

info the room when no occupant is present

and on the alert to extinguish them and for
closing the ﬁlepla,ce In summer or when no
fire is required, thereby shutting off draft:

and adding to the appearance of the mantel.

aside are concealed from view, the project-
ing edge portions forming a ﬁmsh, present-
mgahandhold a,udhmltmwthe inward move-
ments of the guards. T hese guards may be
mounted In any desired manner and may be
single or sectional. -

The Invention, besides n'uardmfr against
fire and adding to the appearance of the man-
tel, is Dossessed of other advantages and mer-
ifs Whlch will appear more fully herema,ftet

The invention in its appllcatlon IS suscep-
tible of many changes in the form, propor-
tion, and minor detalls of eonstructlon with-
out departmﬂ from or sacrificing any of the
advantages thereof.

- In the dmwmws which are illustrative of
the invention and show an Gl]’lbOdlI]’_lth there-
of, Figure 1is a front view. Tig. 2is a rear
view. FKig. 3 1is an enlarged Vertma,l section
on the Ime X Xof Fig. 1 lookmﬂ* to the right,

as indicated by the arrow, the 10wer por tion
of the gnard being br oken away. Fig. 4 is
) honzonta,l seetlon on the line Y Y of Fig.

1, the dotted lines indicating the position of
.the ouards when drawn out.
tail view showing a ‘modified fOlI]l of guard.-

Fig. 6 shows a chtfewnb manner of mouﬂtmmP
the cguard. Kig. 71s a sectional detail of the
upper portion of a o guard and the track there-
for on a larger Scale Fig. 8 18 an enlarged

detail seetlon of the lower portion of a ﬂ'uard

| fireplace.
The fire boards or guards are slidable later-
replace from behind the legs
the mantel, and when pu%hed '

Irig, 5 is a de-

| the 1etammq-pldte thelefm, fmd ﬂlef“" of the

ihantel.

Coneqpondm o and like parts are referred
to in the following description and mdmated
in all the views of the dra,wmﬂs by the sameé

| reference characters.
~declare the following to be a Tull, clear, and

The mantel may be of any desagn, ﬁmsh'
or material;, and comprises the shelf 1 let,s 2

headboard 3 and spanner 4, the 1attel b1 acing
the shelf,

The fire board oi wumd 1S Lomposed of two

parts 11, similarly eonstructed and mounted,
each pmt sliding behind a leg 2 of the man-
tel and hidden aud plotected thereby. The
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precise manner of mounting the parts of the

guard is unimportant so 10110* as they have a
flee sliding movement latemlly across the
The parts 11 are sheet metal and
their inner vertical edges are formed into a
roll 12 or otherwise bent to engage with the
inner edges of the legs and limit the move-
ment of the parts when drawn aside or pushed
outward. These bentedges 12 add materially
to the appearance of the mantel, constitute
stops, and prowde handholds to be grasped

when operating the guard. The parts may

be single or seetmnal according to the width

of the ﬁreplaee, thereby- enabhnﬂ* them fto
slide wholly behind thelegs 2.
places the parts 11 are compo&ed of sections
13, having opposite vertical edges bent in-
ward as shown at 14, to 1nte1lock Wheleby

| when the first seetlon is drawn out t0 a de-
| termined distance its bent edﬂ'e 14 will en-
-gage mth the bent ed ﬂ'e 14 of the ne::it sectum

first sectlon in the continued nmvemem there-
of. When the extensions are drawn outf or

-extended, the interlocking bent-edge portions

14 pr event lateral chsplaeement fmd the for-

‘mation of spaces between the overlapping
.parts.
14 reinforces them and plevents 1in a wleat'

-Moreover, the bending of the edges

measure buckling and warping. A plate 15

1is secured to the rear side and lower edgé por-
‘tion of the headboard, and its. lowel edge

‘portion is rolled, as shown at 16, to corr espond |
with the rolled edﬂes 12 of the ﬁreboard The

upper edge of the plateis curved at 17 and re-
cuarved at 18 forming a track upon which the
fireboard slides. The upper edge of the parts

| 11 is eurved, as at 21, to extend over and em-
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- brace the track or recurved edge portion 18 |

IO
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parts.

of the plate 15, thereby preventing the lift-
ing of the fireboard atter the parts have been
properly assembled. A plate 19 is attached
to the lower end of each leg 2, and the parts
11 slide between 1t and the legs. It is obvi-
ous that the parts 15 and 19 may be reverséd.
In order to reduce the friction of the parts

11, rollers, as at 20, may be applied to the

curved edﬂ'e 21. (See Fig. 6.) Otherrollers
22 are applied to the lower edge of the fire-
board and run upon a tlack 23 extending
over the hearth. Theserollers 22 are located
wholly in the rear of the fireboard and are
concealed from view. One or the other set

of rollers may be dispensed with or both may |

be used simultaneously.

From the foregoing it is obvious that the
fireboard may be mounted in a varlety of
ways or be composed of single or sectional
The closing ot the fireboard prevents
sparks flying into the room and setting fire
thereto when no one is present. Stops 24
project from the plate 15 and limit the move-
ment of the parts 11 when drawn across the
fireplace. The fireboard also modifies the ef-
fective radiation of heat into the room by
having its parts separated more or less and
provides a means for regulating the draft to
cause the fire to burn slowly or briskly, and

when closed in warm weather shuts off the |

fireplace and prevents drafts therethrough.
Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed as new is—
1. In a mantel, a fireboard slidable across
the fireplace and behind the legs, and having

its outer vertical edges rolled to give a finish .

to the mantel, provide handholds and form

stops, substantially as set forth.

2. In a mantel, a fireboard slidable across
the fireplace and behind the legs and com-
posed of independent slidable sections, the
outer edge of the inner section being bent,

and the inner edge of the outer section being |

reversely bent to and adapted to interlock

with the said bent edge of the inner section,

substantially as and for the purpose specified.

| WaY,

3. In a mantel, a fireboard slidable across
the fireplace and behind the legs, and having

its outer edges rolled, aud a plate secured to 50

the hea,dboa,rd and havmw its lower edge
rolled to correspond with the rolled edges of
the fireboard, substantially as set fmth

4. In a ma,ntel a plate extending across the
fireplace and havmﬂ' a lon mtudmal edge por-
tion curved and reeurved to form a n'mde-
and a guard slidable across the fire-
place and having an edge portion curved to

i embrace the recurved edge portion of the

aforesaid plate, substantially as set forth.

5. In combination, a mantel, a plate ex-
tending across the fireplace and having an
edge portion bentforming a guideway,a guard
slidable across the fireplace and having an
edge portion bent to interlock with the bent-
edge portion of the said plate, and a retainer-
nlate spaced from the mantel and overlap-
ping the opposite edge portion of the guard
and cooperating with the aforesald ﬂ'mdeway
to hold the n'uard in place inany adjusted po-
sition, substanmally as described.

6. In a mantel, a plate attached to the rear
side of the headboard and extending across
the fireplace and having its top edge bent to

form a guideway and the 1nte1medmte por-.

tion of its lower edge formed into a roll ex-
tending beneath the lower edge of the head-
board and between the legs of the mantel,
and a guard slidable across the fireplace from
behmd a leg of the mantel and having its

| outer vertical edge formed into a roll with its

upper end abutting against the horizontal
roll of the said plate, the guard having its

~upper portion extending beyond the upper
end of the roll and slidable upon the afore-
| mentioned guideway, bnbstantmlly as de-

scribed.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

THOMAS J. COX. [’L. S. |
Witnesses:

J. E. HAYWORTH,

VW. H. BrRowxn.
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