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To all whom it QY CONCETTL:

Beit known that I, MAY S. MOORE, a citizen
of the United Stabes residing at Baltlmme in
the State of Mary 1&11(1 hzwe invented cer tain
new and useful Impr ovements in Collar-Stiff-
eners; and Idohereby declare the following to
be a full, clear, and exact deseription of the
inventlon such as will enable othersskilled in

~ the art to which it appertains to make and use

io
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the same.

This invention relates to certain new and |

useful improvements in collar-stiffeners; and
1t has for ifs objects, among others, to pr ovide
a simple and cheap stlffenm for collars which
shall serve effectually to plevent bending of
the collar at points where it is liable to bend
and break. It is a well-known fact that a

lady’s collar in order to retain its or aoeful
appearance should not break nor bend for

when once bent or broken it can never be |

made to assume its original contour. At the
same time the collar should be 80 made as to

- possess the requisite ﬂembﬂlty to allow it to
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yield or give to the various movements of the

head and neck of the wearer. Variousmeans,
such as buckram and the like, have been em-
ployed without, however, effectually prevent-
ing the breakmfr of the collar. I have found
from many years’ practical experience in the
dressmaking line that the desired result is
best a,tta,med by means of substantially ver-
tlcally -disposed stays secured to thelining or
stiffening of the collar, which will allow the
required flexibility of the collar as regards its

circumferential disposition, but which will |
prevent the breaking by keeping it distended

vertically. These vertlcallywdlsposed stays
may be of any suitable material and may be
disposed at any required d1stanees apart, as
circumstances may require. They may in
some Instances be secured to or integral with
a circumferentially-disposed stay.

Other objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will hereinafter appear, and the novel
features thereof will be specifically defined by
the appended claims.

The invention is clearly illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, which, with the let-
ters of reference marked thereon, form a part
of this specification, and in which—

Figure 1 is a view of a collar-stiffener em-
bodying my invention.

Fig. 2 i8 a similar. |

the needle.
be provided with holes or eyelets, as indicated

view showing the stay of somewhat-different

form. Tig. 3] 1S4 View of one torm of the stay
unapphed

Like letters of reference indicate like parts
throughout the several views.
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In carrying out my invention I take a piece

of material, such as buckram, asindicated by

A, cutto the proper shape and size and suited

f01 acollarliningor stiffenin g, and affix there-

to in any sultable manner, as by sewing or
'Stltehmg, the stays, which, as seen in the va-

rious views, are disposed tlansvel sely of the
length of the said piece A. In Fig.1 I have
shown these stays as disposed at proper dis-
tances apart and extending radially from the
center, from which the elrculm outline of the
piece A is struck.

celluloid, or the like—and may be provided
with holes or eyelets C, as shown in said Fig.
1, through which the thr ead D may be passed
by the needle the other ends of the stays B

| being secur od to the plece A by the thread,

as shown although the lower ends of the stays
might also be prowded with holes or eyelets.

As seen in Fig. 1, the thread is disposed over
the stays mtel medlate their ends; but the
manner of attaching the stays to the piece A
18 not essential.

In Fig. 2 the stays B are shown as secured
at theu upper ends—that at the upper edge
of the piece A toa band E, of similar mateual
extending parallel with the’ upper edge of the
sald piece A and adapted to be secured there-
to in any suitable manner. In this instance
the band is provided with holes or eyelets ¢
between each two stays for the passage of the
needle in attaching the same to the piece A,
and the stays are attached to the band bv

eyelets, which also permit of the passage of
The lower ends of the stays may

by dotted lines in Fig. 2.

I may sometimes form the stays and band
integral, as indicated in Fig. 3, in which case
the eyelets or holes may sometimes be omit-
fed,althoughtheir presenceispreferred. The
band assists the stays in preventing breaking
of the collar, and the presence of the stays dlS-
posed 1in the manner shown does not in the
least interfere with the flexibility of the stl -
ener as it 18 bent around the neck‘

These stays may be of any
| suitable material—such as steel, whalebone,
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It is proposed to manufacture the stiffener | a eollar stiffener composed of a foundatlon-

in different sizes and shapes to be placed upon
the market to be sold for use in the making
up of collars, and in some cases I propose to
apply a covering of ecambrie or any other suit-
able material over the stays and band.

From the above it will be seen that I have
devised a novel and efficient collar-stiffener;
but while the structural embodiment herein
illustrated and described is believed at this
time to be preferable 1 do not desire to limit
myself thereto, but reserve the right to effect
such changes, modifications, and variations
as may come properly within the scope of the
protection prayed. -

What is claimed as new is——

1. As an improved article of manufacture
a collar-stiffener composed of a foundation-

piece, and stays disposéd transversely of the

length thereof, and a band substantially par-
allel with the tOp edge of the foundation-piece,
as set forth.

2. As an improved article of manufacture

piece,stays disposed transversely of thelength
thereof, and a band following the cur vature

of the upper end of the fou ndation-piece and
having the upper ends of the said stays car-

| ried thereby, as set forth.

3. As an improved article of manufacture
the collar-stiffener herein described, com-
posed of a foundation-piece of fabric, stays

| disposed at predetermined distances apart

and disposed at right angles to the length of
said piece, and a band parallel with the up-

per edge of said piece and carrying the stays;
the band and stays being provided with open-

ings for the passage of the securing means;
substantially as shown and described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signatiire
in p1 esence of two witnesses.

MAY . MOORE.

‘Witnesses:
JAMES A. M’OOARTHY,:,
Wwm. H. JONES.
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