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To all whom it may concern: |
Be it known that I, ALLAN A. COLE, a citi-

zen of the United dtates of America, and a
resident of New Yorkeity, inthe State of New

York, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Trunk-Braces, of which the
lcation. |
My invention relates to an improvementin
trunk-braces. It is intended more particu-
larly to provide a convenientand substantial
means of bracing a trunk with straps or
equivalent binding devices in such form that
the trunk will be substantially supported or

braced and at the same time providing means

by which the brace may be securely fixed to
the trunk to prevent its removal therefrom
and yet permitting an easy releasing of the
brace when it is desired to have access to the

Arunk.

I have illustrated my invention in the aec-
companying drawings, designating the parts
by numerals, referring to like parts by like
numerals. _ ' S -

Figure 1 is a plan of the top of the trunk
with my brace applied. Fig. 2 is a plan of
the bottom of the trunk with my brace ap-
plied. Fig. 3 is a plan of a plate, referred to
as a ‘‘fixed” plate. Fig. 4is asection of the
same secured to the top of the trunk, and

Fig. 5 is a plan of what I term the ‘free?”

- plate.
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1 is the trunk, having a top 2 and bottom 3.
2% 18 the front of the trunk.
f1saplate,preferably stamped out of metal,

having a centralright-angular aperture 5and-
having four right-angularly-disposed aper-
__ I preferto turn over:
the portion of the plate stamped out to form

tures, as 6, 7, 8, and 9.

these apertures, as at 10, to form a lip, upon
which the straps hereinafter to be described
may operate without injury to the same.

11 is a bolt with a head. 12isanutfor the
saie,

18 1s a washer. |

The plate 4 is secured to the top of the
trunk 2 by introducing the bolt 11 through
the right-angular hole 5, through the washer
15, and through a hole in the top of the trunk
2, and 1t is secured to the top of the trunk by
the nut 12. Isecure permanently to one side
of this plate 4, as through the aperture 6, a

| the body of the trunk and through the aper-
tures 15 and 16 of the free plate 14. ThenI
secure to the strap 19 at a suitable distance
from the end thereof a buckle 21, the buckle
| being of a size to prohibit the withdrawal of

the strap through the apertures of the plate
14. I then pass the end of the strap through
the. aperture 8 and return the same through
the buckle 21, in which it issecured. 1 then
pass the strap 22 through the apertures 17
and 18 of the free plate 14 and secure to said
strap at a suitable distance from the end

thereof two buckles, as 23 and 23, the same
being of a size to prohibit the withdrawal of

the strap through said apertures 17 and 18.
I then introduce the ends of said straps re-
spectively through the apertures 7 and 9 and
return the same through their respective
buckles, through which they are properly se-
cured. Itwill beseen that by this device the
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trunkis boundaround its body and its length.

__The brace may be readily released by re-
leasing the three buckles 21, 23, and 23 and

throwing the same back. The lid of the trunk
may be opened without interference from the
brace, and the brace will remain intact and
cannot be removed from the trunk without
releasing the nut 12, for it will be understood
that the plate 4 is secured to the lid of the
trunk by the bolt 11, the strap 19 is secured

to the plate 4, and the straps 19 and 20 inter-

sect the plate 14 and may not be withdrawn
therefrom by reason of the size of the buckles
21, 23, and 23. | |
- What I claim is— ,.
1. A trunk-brace consisting of two straps

and two plates, the plates having right-an-

gularly-disposed slots therein to receive said
straps, one of sald plates being fixed to the
top of the trunk, and one strap secured to the
side of said fixed plate nearest the back of
the trunk, and passing around the trunk
through two of the slots in the other plate, a
buckle secured to said strap near the end

thereof; the base of the buckle being of a

size to prevent the strap from being with-
drawn through the slots in said plate, said
strap being adapted to pass through the slot
of sald fixed plate nearest the front of the
trunk, and to be secured within said buckle;
another strap passed through said slots in

strap19, as at 20, Ipassthisstrap 19around | said free plate, said straps being provided

75

80

sl

95

JO0




5 652,473

with buckles secured thereto near the end | posite side of the fixed plate from that to

thereof, said buckles being of a size to pre-

- vent the withdrawal of said strap from said
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plate, the free ends of said strap being adapt-
ed to pass through the opposite slots of the
fixed plate, and to be secured within their re-
spective buckles, substantially as described.

2. As a trunk-brace, the combination with
a trunk of a fixed plate having fourright-an-
gularly-disposed apertures to form bearing-
slots for straps, and a central square aper-
ture to receive a bolt, and a bolt and nut to

‘secure said plate to the lid of said trunk, a

free plate having four right-angular aper-
tures, a strap permanently secured to ohe
side of said fixed plate and passed around the
body of the trunk through two of the slotsin
said free plate, said strap having a buckle
permanently secured thereto after the same
has passed through the slots in said free plate
at a suitable point to permit the end of the

‘strap to pass through the aperture in the op-

| which the same strap is fixed, and o be se-

cured within said buckle, a second strap
passed through the slots in said free plate at

right angles to the strap, first deseribed, said
strap having buckles permanently secured
thereto after the same has passed through
said apertures in said free plate, said buckles
being attached at suitable points to permit
the ends of the strap to pass through the op-
posite apertures in said fixed plate, and to be
returned and buckled into said buckles re-
spectively, the buckles secured to the straps
being of a size to prohibit the withdrawal of

' the straps through the slots of the free plate,

substantially as described.
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Signed by meat New York, countyand State
of New York, this 4th 'day of January, 1900. 4o

ALLAN A. COLE,
Witnesses: |
ALMET R. LATSONR,
THOMAS P. DALTON.
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