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1o all whom tt may concerm:

Be it known that I, LoUIs BERG, & citizen
of the United States of Ameri ica, and a resi-
dent of the borough of Brooklyn, county of
Kings, city and State of New York, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements

in Toys, of which the following is a specifica-

tion.
This invention reiates to new and useful

improvements in toys, and refers particularly

to spinning-tops of the class which areadapted
to be held by having the stems thereof con-
tained in holders Whﬂe being set in motion
and which are spun by Wlthdmwmﬂ' cords
from around such stems, the stems being
ejected from the holders by the cord as it un-
winds. Heretoforespinning-tops of thisclass
have been made with the stems thereof of
substantially the same diameter throughout
their length. When a spinning - cord was
wound upon such a stem, a cylindrical body

was produced which was praetleally the same

diameter throughout that portion which en- |

gaged with the holdel and the diameter of
such body formed by the stem and cord va-
ried with the thickness of the cord employed,
and it was thus necessary to have the aper-

ture in the holder of sufficient size to admit

the stem when the largest cord likely to be
used was wound thereon. Asthe cordin use
stretched and became smaller in diameter the

fit between the stem and the holder became

more loose, and consequently the top would
vibrate and become more difficult and un-
pleasant to operate, especially while first
starting to rotate.

It is essenmal in order to have the top start
to spin smoothly that a portion of the stem,
with the cord wound thereon, should com-
pletely fill a portion of the &perture in the

holder, and to be a practically useful toy it

should be possible to use different sizes of
spinning-cords.

The object of this invention is to provide a
top of improved construction and form, ar-
ranged to be spun from a holder by means of
cords of various sizes and to start in motion
smoothly and without vibration or jar.

To this end my invention consists of the |

novel construction and combination of the
parts hereinatter described.
“Inthe accompanying drawings, which form
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looking upwardly from below in Ifig. 1.

| tion.

a part of this spemﬁmtlon Figure 1 is a side
elevation of a spinning-top and a top-holder
embodying my improvements, a portion of
the holder being shown broken away to more
clearly show the position.of the top when in
the holder and also the manner of winding
the cord thereon. _
FFig. 1 and shows the parts as they appear
Fig.
3 18 a view showing a portion of the top-stem
and parts thereon.

Referring to the several figures, 1 is the
spinning-top and is shown constructed in my
most approved form, it having a partly-cylin-
drical and partly-conical stem and an en-
larged spherical or bulb-shaped upper por-
- T'he cord 3 is wound around the stem
of the top in much the same manner as is
done 1n the ordinary spinning-top, one end
of the cord being placed upon and near the
end of the top-stem and being then brought
around the stem and over the cord and wound
spirally and in a single layer upwardly on the
periphery of the stem
enlarged bulb-shaped portion of the top are

'formed integral, and the stem at its junc-

tion with the bulb is conical. This conical
portion of the stem provides for entirely fill-

Ing the upper portion of the aperture in the

holdel when the top is in the position to be
spun. The elevation of the top relative to

‘the holder is regulated by the thickness of

the cord which is wound around the conical

- Kig. 2 is a bottom view of
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The stem and the
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part of the stem and which engages with the

upper part of the holder.

(made, preferaply, of metal,) and the point of
the tip 1s located centrally and in the axis of
the top. The said tip has a stem, and a fer-
rule 5 1s placed around the end of the stem
to strengthen it and more securely hold the
tip In place

The holder 2 consists of a h&ndle member
having a squared portfion near one end, the
sald squared portion being bored thmugh,and
the aperture thus formed is of a suitable size
to receive the top-stem when a cord is wound
thereon. | |

To spin the top the cord is wound around
the stem and the stem then placed in the
aperture in the holder. The holder is then

held in such a position that the top will be

The lower end of
the stem is furnished with a conical tip 4,
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in anapproximately-upright position, and the
cord around the conical part of the top-stem
will rest within and fill the upper end of the
aperture in the holder. Upon quickly draw-

ing the loose end of the cord it unwinds, and
as 1t unwinds from the top-stem it throws the
top out of the aperture in the holder.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is—- . . _

1. In a toy, the combination with a handle
having an aperture, of a top having a body
and a stem on which 1t turns, and having,
uniting the body and stem, a conical portion
whose largest diameter is greater, and small-
est diameter less, than the diameter of the

aperture of the handle, the dimensions being |
such that a cord may be wound around the |

conical portion and stem and within the
aperture, as and for the purpose set forth.

I

2. In a toy, the combination with a handle
having an aperture, of a spinning-cord, and
a top having a body and a stem on which it

20

turns, and having, uniting the body and stem

aconical portion whose largest diameter,when

‘wrapped with the spinning-cord, is greater,

and whose smaller diameter is less than the
diameter of the aperture of the handle, the
dimensions being such that the cord may be
wound around the conical portion and stem
and within the aperture, substantially as de-

scribed. '

Signed by me at New York, N. Y., this 224
day of November, 1899.

LOUIS BERG.

Witnesses:
A. A. V. BOURKE,
HE. J. OCONNOR.
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