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To all whom it may concern:

in the District of Columbla haveinvented cer-
tainnewand useful Im provements in Fences;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the i inven-

tmn Such as will enable others skilled in the
art 1o which it appertains to make and use the

Saine.

My invention has reference to improve-
‘ments In fences, but more particularly that

class of fences which are adapted for gardens

and similarinelosures; and it consists of cer-

tain novel features of construction, which will
hereinafter be described in the 3pec1ﬁeat1on

elucidated in the drawings, and clearly pomt-—'
ed out in the claims. |

One object of the present invention is to

provide a fence from twelve to twenty-four

inches high that can be utilized for various
pllrposesmﬁtleh as gardens, flower-beds, and

the walks or paths requir 1110' an inclosure—
a beautiful and symmetucal ap- |

presenting
pearance and at the same time maintaining

i1ts alinement, each pale with the others.
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A further obJect of the invention is to so

construct and arrange the separate parts or
pales constituting the fence that they cannot |
be forced apart throucrh any means in the
course of mnature’s mamfestatmns—-—fm in-
stance, such as frost in the springtime elevat-

ing and disturbing the conformation of the
ground or tufts of grass and weeds wedging
between the pales eonsmtutmn' the fence,

A further object of the mventmn is to ar-
range the independent pales contiguous, or

nearly so, and secure them by smtable lock-
- ing devmes and at that portion of the pales |

tha,t 1s under the ground or soil. These lock-
ing devices can be of various constructions
to meet the required end in view.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide inverted brackets or supports for each
pale and which are preferably integral there-
with, thus affording additional strength and

also means for more fully supporting the fence

as a whole.

- My invention further consists in pr OVIdIHD" |

independent beveled blocks having a foot

thereon for contacting the ground and paral- |

i

| ing decorated with any suitable design.

ing devices on the exterior of the pales.

| lel Wlbh the bottom of each pale and adapted
Beit knownthat I, CARL STIERLIN, a citizen

~of the United States, residing at Washington,

to bind the pales together by means of the
half-dovetailed openings in said pales.

My invention further consists in providing
a dovetailed projection on the outside of the
pales for the reception of independent dove-
tailed blocks. This method of arranging the

locking devicesdoes not decrease the strength

of the pales, as the dovetail is not cut therein,
but made integral with the pales.

The pales in common use for forming a
fence become distorted and out of alinement
one with the other as the frost forces the earth
upward unevenly, on account of the density
of the soil varying, thus presenting an un-
couth and unsightly appearance. With my

-1mproved pales the locking devices prevent
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all such irregularities, as the soil may be of

extreme variation in humidity and density,
but the fence will present the same even ap-
pearance irrespective of the frost acting on
it or from any other cause caused by the ele-
ments.

To more fully elucidate my invention, I will

70

proceed to describe the drawings, in which

corresponding partsin all the figures have the
same letters of reference thereon. |
Figure 1 represents myimproved device in
front elevation with alternating male and fe-
male dovetails thereon, the upper portion be-
Hig.
2 represents an edge elevation of a single
pale. Fig. 3 represents a similar view to that
shown in Fig. 2 with the addition of inverted
supporting - brackets. Fig. 4 represents in
side elevation my improved device, which is
provided with independent locking devices.

Kig. 5 represents in edge elevation the device

shown in Fig. 4. Ifig. 6 represents an edge
view of Iig. 5, partly in section. Fig. 7 rep-
resents one of the independent blocks shown
in Fig. 5 in detail. Fig. 8 represents in side
elevatlon my 1111p10ved device with the lock-
Kig.
9 represents a horizontal section of the lock-
ing devices shown in Fig. 8. TFig. 10 repre-
sent& in detail the shdlnﬂ' block for locking
the pales indicated in Fig. 8. TFig. 11 repre-
sents a corner-post with an annular dovetail
formed therein for the reception of the pales.

My invention consists of a number of pales
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2 . o | 652,050

S0 COHStr}lcted and arranged that they can be |
locked together.

The locking devices indi-
cated in Flﬁ‘ 1 are provided Wlth dovetails 1

and 2 respectwely, one male and one female, |

on each pale.. This portion of the pales is

put into the ground as far as the linex. The
upper portion 3, which projects above the |

ground, can be of any artistic design to suit
the fancy of the buyer. 1 prefer to make the

pales a flat arc, as indicated in Fig. 2, which_
gives them a more neat and unique appear-'

ance.

The bases of the pales A are preferably pro-
vided with inverted brackets 4, which will
give them more stability from any undue
roughness that might contact them. In Fig.

4 the bases A of the pales are provided with |

half-dovetails 5 on opposite edges thereof and

are locked together by mdependent dove-.

tailed or beveled blocks 6, which are provided

“with projecting tongues 7 and a foot-piece 8,
all being integral therewith for contacting
the D*round or earth and in alinement or par-
By this
means greater stability can be secured to the
pales, and, furthermore, the tongues 7 can be
of any desired length consistent with con-
venience, so as to extend beyond any ob-
structions, such as a roek, which may be ad-
jacent to a pale, the foot 8 finding a seat on

allel with the base of the pales.

the ground parallel with the aforesaid pale,

~and consequently beyond any obstruction.

The bottom of the pales can be of any.de-

‘sired length or depth, according to the nature
35

of the 8011 where they are planted

The locking device indicated in Fig. 8 rep-

resents a somewhat-novel construction. The

40

45

“than those designed for ordinary use.

pales A are provided with half-dovetails 9
on opposite edges of each pale and on the out- |
By this means a much stronger |

side thereof.
pale 1s provided and which is more espe-
cially adapted where high pales are required

external dovetails are locked together by slid-
ing blocks 10, having corresponding dovetails.
or grooves therein to impinge upon the ex- |

Fig. 1.

‘These

ternal dovetaﬂs on sdid pales and loek the -

‘same together.

In F10' 11 a corner-post; 12 is shown. The
‘base 14 is provided with an annular groove 15
for securing the male dovetails 1, as shown in
When a female dovetail 2 comes op-
posite the annular groove 15 in the post 12, a

double maledovetail 16 isemployed,as shown,

in- the annular groove of Fig. 11. DBy this
means a continuous fence can be made with-

‘out any eost other than the pales for making
the same. £ | _
said annular dovetail for inserting the male

“dovetails,when the postisturned around,lock-
ing said dovetails in the annular dovetailed

An opening is cut in one side of

ogroove and at any required angle for a fence.
Having described my invention, that which
I desire to secure by Letters Patent of the

"United States is—

1. A fence consisting of pales with dove-
tailed openings therein, in combination with

“dovetailed blocks for locking said pales, said
blocks projectingat right anﬂ'les to said pales

for the purpose as 3pe<31ﬁed

2. A fence consisting of pales with dove-
talled openings thelem, having in combina-
tion therewith, dovetailed blocks for lock-
ing said pales, sa,ld blocks having footp1eces

‘thereon for the purpose as speclfed

3. A fence consisting of pales with dove-
tailed openings therein, in combination with
posts, said posts being provided with annular
dovetailed or undercut grooves for the recep-

tion of the dovetails of said pales as specified.

4. A fence consisting of pales with dove-
tailed openings therein, in combination with
a post having an annular dovetailed groove,
of an independent double dovetailed block
adjustably secured in said post as specified.

In testimony whereof I affix my swnature
in presence of two witnesses.

CARL STIERLIN.

Wltnesseq -
W. REES EDELEN
JESSE W. RAWLINGS.
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