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To all whom it nu:r/_/ concei 72

Be lt Kknown ‘Lh&t we, MARIO{T T SHEAR-

of the Umted States and r emdentq of the bor-
ough of Manhattan, city of New York, State
of New York, have mvented certain new and
useful Improvements in Corsets, of which the
following is a specification, reference being
had to the accompanylnu drawings, formmcr'=

a part hereof.

Corsetsare usuénlly desi crned u pou the theory |

 that they should mold the body of the wearer,

compressing it here and supporting it there

- and giving to it a shape which it dces not pos-
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Sess naturally They are therefore compara-
tively stiff and nnyielding, confining the body

o closely, depriving it of freedom of movement
- weakening the muscles which are intended to
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' the internal organs.

support 11: and often interfering seriously
with the exercise of the proper functwns of
. Such theory is incor-

- rect, and such practwe 1S not only harmful,
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but oftentlmes defeats its own object so fa,r

as concerns the securing of a graceful shape..
A more correct theory is that a perfeet poise-
~and carriage of the body should be secured

first by mstructlon and training and that the
corset should be formed to fit the figure, con-

finement of the body and mterference with |
its free movement and with the exercise of
the proper functions of the Organs- bemcr

- avoilded.
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~Inginabout the region of the diaphragm, per-

It 1s thelefore the ob,]ecb of 13111‘3 1nvent10n

to produece a corset that shall fit the body
when the proper figure has been secured and
shall afford the proper freedom for the body

and its organs, avoiding particularly the sink-

| 'l‘ﬂlttlnﬂ‘ correct breathing and giving a long

40

and wraceful line from the shonlde1 to the

-wmst line.
In accordance with the mventlon the corset'.

- is provided with a wide elastic front, which

ingures the proper fitting of the corset to the
figure at all times, but ylelds readily to per-

mit expansion or other movement of the body

. bones, buttons; or fastenings of any descrlp-:
.

§°

and avoids altogether the pressure of steels,

tion directly upon the. dlaphran‘m
In the drawings in which the mventmn is

| the 1mprmed cmset dI]d Fig. 2 is a detml

view illustrating the manner of formmﬂ' the

The body of the corset above the waist-line
has a spreading flaring shape to conform nat-

- urally to the bust of the wearer, and below

| cut or shaped, about as represented;. so that

| __111ust1ated qure 1 18 a pel spectwe view Of l

the waist-line it -has con31derable spring to

5| body of the corset to give it the proper sha,pe |
35

conform to the hips of the wearer, and in or-

"der that the lines of the entire ﬂ'arment may
‘be in complete harmony with a perfectly-
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poised and symmetrical figure each half A

may be convenlently for med or made up of

the several parts or pieces represented in Fig. -

2, each of such parts or pieces being smtably

when stitched. together they shall have the -

| proper shape, as above described. At the
front edge of each half of the corset are se-

cured a number of pairs of elastic bands «
‘and «’, the bands of each pair being secured

| at somewhat widely separated pomts andcon-

verging in V shape to a common point and
‘there provided with a detachable fastening

device of any suitable kind, such as a but-'
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ton b, which may cotperate mth a stud 6’ on

the front edge of the other half of the corset,
whereby the corset can be readlly fastened
and unfastened. Each converging pair of
elastic bands secured to one side of the cor-

80 -

set corresponds to a snmla,r pair secured to -

the other side, the one pair overlying the
other, but in the opposite direction. = Several

pairs of bands are distributed along the edge

of each half; buft the several pairs are plef-

‘erably not of uniform length, those at the top

and over the dlaphxa,frm where the natural

maximum, being preferably longer than those

lower down (at: the waist- line or below,)
~where the expanswn is less, thus securing a
better adaptation of the corset to-the dlffez--
The bands are of such

length as to allow a normal beparatmn of the

ent parts of the body.

trout edges of the corset-body by a distance

of sever almches sothat the pressure of steels,
-bones, or fastemnfr devices directly upon the
diaphragm is Wholly avoided. It will be ob-
served, moreover, that a comparatively- -small
number of fastening devices is required, so

expansion of the body in breathing is the
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that the fastening and unfastening of the cor-

set are easily effected and yet thab the strains




B 130 whlch the corset is sub;eeted in aecemmo-_. '
“dating itself to the movements of the body
are so perfectly distributed by reason of the
V-shaped arrangement that there is no un-

e

due strain at any one point and that the cor-

- -setis always kept closely fitted to the body,

like a-glove, a high degree of ﬂemblhty in

' : every direction bemﬂ' attained.

‘10

We claim as our mventlen—-—-

- 1. A corsethaving a series of elesme bends
-~ converging in pairs, connecting one edge of
- the cef'set W1th the other edge thereof sub-;

- etantlally as shown and deeembed

15 o
- other, said bands bemﬂ' arranged in pairs and | -

2. A corset having a series of elastic bends

connectmn' one edn'e of the corset with the.

- each pair having its seperated end secured

- to one edge of the corset and having at the |
cenverﬂ'mﬂ' end a detachdble festemnﬂ' devme ]

-»

and fastenmn' members secured alonﬂ' both

‘--to enﬂ'aﬂ'e the other edﬂ'e of the cereet sub- za
"stantlally as shown and described.: SR
8. ‘A corset having an open frent a series -

_*'of V-shaped pairs of elastic bands eecured at
their diverging ends along edges of the cor-
set, and every pair of bands havmg fasten-
_.mg members at their converging free ends,

25

edges of the corset between the dlvergmn‘" |

*'ends of the said elastie bands for eng aﬂ'ement
-Wlth the fastenings on the bands. -

12th day of March, A. D. 1900..

- MARION T. SHEARDOWN;
- MARIE DE PALKOWSI{A

In presence of— -
- ANTHONY N. J: ESBERA
VV B GREELEY -
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This speelﬁcatlon signed and w1tneseed ths o
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