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Application ﬁléd June 22,1899, Serial No, 721,419,

(No model.)

To- (bZZ whom it may conceriv:

- Beit known that I, THOMAS M. SHERRIFF,
a citizen of the United States, residing at De-
troit, county of Wayne, State of Miehigan,
have invented a certain new and useful Im-
- provement in Interlocking Return-Envelops;
and 1 declare the followmg to be a full, clear,

and exact deseription of the mventmn such
as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same,

reference being had to the acecompanying
drawings, which form & part of this specifi-

cation.,

My invention has for its object to prowde
an interlocking return-envelop; and it con-
sists of the consiruction hereinafter deseribed
and claimed, and illustrated in the accompa-

nying drawings, in which—

Flﬁ‘me lisa vlew in Dl::m showing the en-
ve10p unfolded. Fig. 2 shows the envelop
folded in one position. Fig. 3 18 a view in
section on the line 3 3, Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a
similar sectional view, but showmn' the en-
velop folded in a diff erent manner, as here-
inafter e*{plamed Fig. 5isa view in section
on the line 5 5, Fig. 2; and T Fig. 6 is a view in
section mmﬂu to Fig. 4, but illustrating a
modification of the device.

More particularly, myinvention is designed
to provide an interlocking retarn - envelop
adapted for malling various samples—as of
cloth, paper, photographic proofs, manu-
scripts, and the like—the envelop being also

~adapted forthe returnof the samples, the en-

velop being thereby simple and economical,
as well as facﬂlmtmﬂ‘ the sending and r eturn
of thesampleswithout any change of envelops
other than the difference in mterloekmﬂ' the
. two flaps of the envelopn.

In the drawings the body of the envelop is
1llustrated at «, the same being provided with
lateral flaps or leaves, (mdwmted at b and ¢.)
The body ot the envelop 1s also provided with
~end flapsdande. Theselateral and end flaps
are designed to be folded in any suitable
manner. to embrace the samples indicated,
for example, in Fig. 5, at . In Fig. 1 the
dotted lines at the sides and ends of the body
¢ indicate lines upon which said flaps may be
folded to constitute a ‘‘box-envelop,” a box-

| 5.

envelop being alsoindicated in Figs. 3, 4, and
However, the flaps may be folded by a
single fold, as indicated in Fig. 6, as I do not
limib myself to any special kind of anenvelop,
whether it be a box-envelop or otherwise.

- A special feature of this invention consists
in the construction of the flaps or leaves 0 c,
each of said leaves or flaps being constructed

with similar interlocking tongues at their

55

outer edges, as indicated, for e*{ample,_at g 60

and ~ on the flap b and at 7 and 7 on the
lap c¢. 'The flap b is provided with slits (in-
dicated at £ and /) to receive the tongues 7 7
of the flap ¢. Similarly the flap ¢ 1is provided
with slits m n to receive the tongues g A of
the flap 6. In large-sized envelops I p1 efer
also to provide each of the flaps b ¢ with one
or more additional tongues, as indicated at
p and ¢, the flaps b ¢ being provided each
with corresponding slits rand s, the slit » be-
ing adapted to receive the tongue ¢ and the
slit s being adapted to receive the tongue p.
Either of the flaps 0 ¢, as the flap 0, may be
provided with the address of the pa,rty to
whom the samplesare
by the dotted lines upon the flap b. 'The other
flap, as the flap ¢, may bear the return-ad-
dress of the sender, as indicated by the dot-
ted lines on the flap ¢, Kig. 1.

- The operation of the dewce will be evident.
The envelop shown in Fig. 1 being folded to
inclose the samples f mwht be folded with

the tongues of the flap b engaging the corre-

SpOl’ldlIlﬂ" slits of the flap ¢, the flap b folding
over and outside the flap ¢. Upon returning
the samples the two flaps 0 ¢ are folded in re-
verse position, the flap ¢ bearing the return-
address being folded on the outside of the

flap b and the tongues of the flap ¢ engaging
the corresponding slits of the flaps b, the two

positions being indicated in Figs. 3 and 4.

The provision of the envelop with the in-
terlocking tongues and slits on the two leaves

irst sent, as indicated-
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over lappmg the one the other upon which the

outbound and return addresses are placed

and by means of which samples may be se-
curely inclosed, safely delivered, easily

opened, and readily returned possesses great
No loops or bands -

and Obvmus advantages.

| are required to engage the deviece and hold
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the partsin place, liable to engage other mat-
terin the mail-bag. DBy simply reversing the
overlapping leaves or flaps the envelop may
be employed to send out a sample and for its
safe return. The address of the sender might
naturally be printed upon the flap to be over-
lapped on the outside on the return of the
package, so that the onereturning the samples
would have nothing to do but simply to inter-
lock the tongues of the proper flap or leaf
with the corresponding slits of the other leaf
or flap. Theseinterlocking reversible address

The wholeenvelop, with the tongues and slits,
may be cut outin a single operation. A sheet
of paper may first be suitably printed suit-

able for a series of envelopsand then the en- |

velops be cut out, as above described, by a
suitable die. The folded end flaps d e, it will
be seen, will be firmly held in place when the
leaves b c are folded over and interlocked the
one with the other. Theside and end creases
(Indicated by the border-linesaround the body
of the envelop in Fig. 1) may be of any width
to form a box-envelop of any desired thick-
ness. Theouterinterlocking tonguesandslits
are preferably located mnear each end of the
leaves b c. When the interlocking slits or
tongues are employed, as in large envelops,
they are preferably located midway the ends
of the said flaps or leaves. The samples 7in-
closed in the envelop are preferably secured

to the body o by one or more staples ¢ at one

end thereof. - |

- 1 do not limit myself solely to the construec-
tion of the envelop with the end flaps d ¢, in-
asmuch as in certain kinds of samples these
flaps might be dispensed with. The tongues
g hvi jare formed with shoulders ¢, which may
be formed by recessing or cutting away a part
of the end margins of the flaps b ¢, as indi-
cated at u, permitting the shoulders f when

‘the tongues are inserted into the correspond-

Ing 8iits to form a lock at the end of the cor-
responding slif, as indicated more particu-
larly in Fig. 2, so as to prevent the accidental
disengagement of the tongues with the slits.
In thismanner the leaves arereadilylocked in
their engagement the one with the other when
the package is closed ready for mailing, dis-
pensing with any necessity for any other lock-
ingdeviceorfeature orsupplementary fasten-
ing—as, for example, a rubber band or cord.

‘Thisisan important feature to have the shoul-

der on thetonguestoform alockin connection
with the corresponding slits. To this end
also the slits corresponding to the tongues on
the ends of the leaves or flaps should be con-
structed at an angle to the marginal edge and

to the folding-line of the flaps, as indicated |

in the drawings. The slits are extended at

their inner ends a little beyond the corre-

sponding tongues to give room for the en-

g
leaves or flaps, with tuck eénds or tongues and
corresponding slits, are believed . to be novel..

]

| stantially as set forth.

the disengagement of the tongues therewith.
It will be seen that in their normal position,
as indiecated in Fig. 2, the marginal ends of
the flaps registering with the marginal ends
of the folded body effectually bring the shoul-
ders ¢ into normal position projecting under
the corresponding slitted flaps, so as to form
an effectual lock. The intermediate slitsr s
are made parallel to the folding edges of the
flaps and the corresponding tongues p g are
inserted straight thereinto, as shown. The
flaps, it will be seen, are parallel one with the

-other and of substantially equal length with

the-body portion of .the envelop. The shoul-

| ders of each flap project in opposite direc-

tions, so that when folded and engaged with
the corresponding slits of the opposite flap
the flaps will be locked effectually in posi-
tion, the shoulders of the tongues projecting
in opposite directions, preventing any longi-
tudinal movement of either flap sufficient to
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disengage the tongues with the correspond-

ing slits. -
What I claim as my invention ig—
1. Aninterlockingreturn-envelop havinga

body provided on opposite sides thereof with

parallel reversible overlapping address-flaps;
each of said flaps constructed with plural slits
located toward its inner margin at opposite
ends thereof, and with plural locking-tongues

located on its outer marginal edge at opposite

ends thereof; said tongues constructed to en-
gage in the corresponding slits of the oppo-

site flap, and thereby to lock the flaps in

folded position, substantially as set forth.

2. Aninterlocking return-envelophaving a

body provided with parallel reversible over-

lapping address-flaps projecting from the op-
posite sides of the body, said flaps each con-

structed with locking-tongues .on its outer
marginal edge at opposite ends thereof, and
with slits toward its inner margin at the op-
posite ends thereof, said tongues each con-
structed with a locking-shoulder to engage

the corresponding slit, the shoulders on the

Go
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tongues projecting in opposite directions,sub-

s

3. Aninterlocking return-envelophavinga
body provided with parallel reversible over-

lapping address-flaps on opposite sides there-

of, each of said flaps constracted with tongues
on its outer marginal edge toward opposite

ends thereof and with slits toward its inner

margin at opposite ends thereof, said tongues
constructed with locking-shoulders project-

ing 1n opposite directions, and said slits con-
structed at an angle to the folding-line of the

corresponding flap to receive the correspond-

ing tongues of the other of said flaps, sub-
stantially as seft forth. .

4. Aninterlocking return-envelophavinga
| body portion provided with parallel reversi-
ble overlapping address-flaps extending lon-
gitudinally of the body, and of substantially

65 gagement of the tongues with the slits and | the same length as the body portion, each of
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said flaps constructed with locking-tongues
on its outer marginal edge toward opposite
ends thereof, and with angularly - extended
slits toward ifs inner margin at the opposite
ends thereof, whereby when the flaps are
folded over the body portion, the tongues of
one of the flaps are engageable with the cor-
responding slits of the other flap and thereby

| lock the flaps in folded position, substantially

as set forth. 10
In testimony whereof I sign this specifica-

tion in the presence of two witnesses.

THOMAS M. SHERRIIFL.
Witnesses:

N. S. WRIGHT,
| - M. IH1ickeyY. .
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