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To all whonv it may concern: o
Beit known that I, NAPOLEON Lk MAIRE of
Taunton, in the counby of DBristol and Sbate

of Massachusetts,ha,ve invented an Improved

Picker-Strap for Looms, of which the follow-

ing is a specification, reference being had to.

the accompanying drawi Ings, in _Wthh—-——

Figure 1 is an elevation of onestyle of my

improved picker-strap. Fig. 2 is a plan of
IFig. 1. Kig. 3is an elevation, and Fig. 4 a sec-
tlon on lme 4 4 of Fig. 3, of the GUSthIl end
of another style. FIU‘ 5 i Is an elevation, and
Fig. 6 a section on 11ne 6.6 of Fig. 5, of a third
Style |

In my Patent No. 581, 489 , dated April 27,

1397, 1 have described a pwker-strap of my

| mventlon composed mainly of strips of metal
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- should be longer than thethird, d? as shown;
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to take the strain and of cushions through
which the strain is transmitted; and my pres-
ent invention relates to picker-straps of that
class; and it consists, first, in a new plan of
cushioning, and, secondly, in a new plan of
providing for adjustment, as I will now de-

seribe more fully with reference to the dI&W- |

ings. |

In Fig. 1 the stri ip A of metal is secured to
the C&Stllﬁlﬂ‘ ¢ by the bolt ¢’ and nut ¢? and
as casbing a engages a stud, which is adjust-
able on the arm of a rock-shaft in the loom,
commonly called the ‘‘picker-shaft,” this

style of my picker-strap does not require to

be adjustable and embodies the first feature

only of my present invention—namely, the-
“cushion formed of strips of leather or similar

material—for although leather is better than
any other material thh I have tried, yet
‘““rubber belting,” so called, answers well, as
does also a considerable number of stri 1ps of

thick duck, which not only serve as a cush-

ion, but are also connected to the picker-strap

and the picker-stick B. This cushion,asshown

in Figs. 1 and 2, is composed of three strips
dd ng, and I prefer that two of them, d and d’,

but the essential matter is that the strips
forming the cushion should be. clamped to-
gether at one end only, so that when the loom
is in operation the strlps composing the cush-
1on are moved relatively to one another, ex-
cept where they are clamped together by the
bolt and nut d?, by which they are held to the

holder d4, which connects the eush1011 with |

| metal strip A; - This relative mOtion'of thé '
strips forming the cushion keeps life in the
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and effective, and a cushion on this prinei-

cushion and makes it much more desirable

ple is the main feature of my presentinven- N

tion. - Fig. 1 shows the cushion compressed.
In many kinds of looms it is necessary that

the length of the pleker -strap shall be ad-

justable, and in Figs. 3.and 4 I have shown

the cushion-holder d‘“’ as adjustable by means -

of two slots in metal strips A’ A® and a pair
of bolts and nuts ° d% one clamping one plate

“of holder d* to one stup and the other the

other plate of holder d'°to the other strip AZ.

This econtrivance not only enables me to make

the holder d* much lighter, but it also stands
very much better, for I have discovered that

owing to the Suddeu and rapidly-repeated

strains to which the picker-strap is subjected
it is practically very difficult, if not impossi-

ble, to preserve the ad} astment if a single bolt

and nut be used, the bolt extending throu'ﬂ‘h
both slots. . This plan of clamping, whereby
each slotted strlp is clamped mdependently

‘of the other, is a matter of prime importance
in the adj ustment of picker-straps made

malinly of metal and isshown in Figs. 5 and 6
as connecting strips A3 A* with strlps AS AS

in that style of my picker-strap in which the

adjustment is made between two strips and
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two other strips instead of between the two

plates of the holder and ftwo strips; but the
principle is the same in both—that 18, the
cushion-holder d% of Figs. 3 and 4 is bifur-

cated to form two pla,tes and these two plates
are connected by a cross-piece, the two plates - -
and the cross-piece of holder d* forming to-

gether the bifurcated end piece of the pwker-
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StI'ELp, while in Figs. 5 and 6 the forks A% A%

are connected to form_ a staple, the body of
which extends through holder d¢, this staple

and the holder formmg ton‘ethel the b1fur-—_

cated end piece-of the plcker strap. ;,
In Figs. 3 and 4 the cushion-holder d49 is

formed mth a downwardly-extending tongue

d**, which is integral with the cross-piece of

'cushlon holder dm to which tongue the resili-
ent straps are connected at a pomt beneath
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the cross-plece proper which connects the two

plates. |
WhatlI claim as my mventlon-ls-.-

1. In combination a picker-strap; a picker-
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stick; and a cushion interposed between the

end cross-piece of the picker-strap and the

picker-stick adapted to hold the picker-strap
suspended on the picker-stick, said cushion

comprising one or more strips of tough resili-
ent sheet material fastened at its 1ower end

to the cross-piece of the picker-strap .at a

point below said cross-piece and connected
at its other end to the picker-stick above the
picker-strap all substantml]y as and for the
purpose specified. -

2. A picker- -strap comprising a frame made |

648,150

up Of two slotted side strips of sheet metal and

a bifurcated end piece connected by independ-
ent bolts and nuts, one bolt and nut clamp-
ing one side strip of sheet material to one
fork of the end plece, and the other bolt and
nut clamping the other side strip of sheet

‘metal to the other fork of the end piece, sub-

stantially as described.
NAPOLI‘ON LEMAIRE.

"Witnesses:
WL L MA.YNADIDR
H. 5. HACK.,
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