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| tatmg poult1 y, and has for its object to pro-
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Senal Nu 71‘7 067 (No mndel)

“To all whom it ma J concern: . |
Be it known that I, LEWIS M. PRATT, a e1t1-
zen of the United States residing at Belle-
ville, in the county of Repubhc and State of
Kansas, have invented a new and useful De-

capitator for Fowls, of whmh the followmﬂ* is

a specification.
This invention 1elates {0 means for deeapl-

vide an improved device in which the fowl is

completely concealed from view, so that the

“usual convulsions thereof may not be seen.

A further object is to provide the neck-

. severing knife with a trip adapted to be oper-
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ated by the fowl, whereby it is not necessary
to hold or handle the fowl durmﬂ' the. execu-
tion thereof. o | |

To these ends the p1esent uwentlon con-

sists in the combination and arrangement of

20

parts, as will be hereinafter more fully de-

- seribed,showninthe accompanying drawings;
and paltleula,ﬂy pointed out-in the claims.

._25.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a front eleva-
tion of the side of a box or inclosure eqmpped |
with the present invention.
‘elevation thereof.
tional view on the 1111(-3 x x of Fig. 1.

Tig. 3is a horlmntal sec-
Fig. 4
is a vertical %ectmnal view on the llne Y fy,

Fig. 1.
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- 35

~ provided with a door or cover 2 , whereby en- |
 trance may be had to the interi ior of the box |
~ for placing the fowls therein and removing.
- them after being killed.
tangular box hawnﬂ' a hinged cover is shown
in the drawings it “will be understood that
the shape and size thereof may be varied and

40

drawings.

Refemmn‘ to the a,ceompa,nymﬂ' dmwmﬂ‘s .

1 deswnates an end or side of a box or In-
| carried upon the inner face of the side 1.

| One end of this leveris bent at 311bstant1a11y

closme adapted to receive the fowl and is

the location of the entrance-opening and the
door or cover thereof may be ehalwed as de-—
sired. |

of the box, being preferably of “trian gular
formand havm o 0pp051te sides conver oing up-

wardly, so that 1he vertex of the anwle ther eok
o isalined vertically above the base of the open-
- ing and adapted to form a seat for the recep-

I‘w 2 18 a rear.

Oouebpondln ' g par ts are deswna,ted by like
reference char actels m all the ﬁﬂ'ures of the

Although a rec-

An opehmcr 3 is plowded thr ou-ﬂ'h the su:le”

| tion Of the neck of bhe fowl, a8 WIH be hel o- '

inafter more fully explamed Working ver-

tically across the outer face of the opening is
‘a knife-blade 4, having a spring-shank 5 in
‘the plane of the blade and a laterally-extend-
ing attaching-stem 6, provided at the end of
1 the shank opposite the blade.
blade is preferably formed from a single flat
length of metal twisted 10nﬂ*1tudmally as at

47 to provide the spring-shank. The stem 6
1S fastened to the outer face of the side of the

55

The knife-

6o

box, at one side of the opening 3 and near

the bottom of the box, by means of suitable
staples or eyes 7, r10*1r11y connecting the stem
to the box, whmeby the spr 1n0*—shank tends

to novmall;y hold the knife- bla.de in the ele-

| vated position thereof, which is limited by

means of a stop-pin 3, p10;|ect1nﬂ* outwardly

‘from the side of the box and in the path of
It will be understood

the shank of the knife.
that only the portion of the upper edge of the

sharpened and is adapted to operate in the

upward movement of the blade. A wear-plate
918 prowded upon the outer falde of the box

guide-strap 10 is ar ranged beyond the oppo-

| site side of the opening and embracing the

0

| knife-blade which spans the opening 3 is
75

next to the shank “of the knife- blade, and a

| 80'

free end of the knife to hold the same in

place close to the outer face of the box.

‘The knife-blade is adapted to be held inits

“depressed position by means of a horizontal

trip-lever 11, arranged within ‘the box and

right angles to provide a thumb-piece 12,

posite end is flattened for a suitable length

the settlnﬂ‘ thumb-piece.

pivoted thereto upon a pivot-pin

15, passing through the
the lever ad,]acent to the trip-shoulder end
thereof. Opposite slots 16 and 17, respec-

adanted for use in setting the trip, and the Up— -
90
and bent to provide a flat catch-shoulder 13,
located upon the same side of the lever as is
Theleveris mount-
ed below the bottom of the opening 3 upon
‘the uppet face of alateral shoulder 14,formed
by a block secured to the inner su:le of the
‘box, and is

flattened portion of. '

I00 =

tively, are provided tr ansversely thr 0110'11 the .

u mde 1 of the boz SO as to aecommodate the' |




- IO

- be understood that the knife-blade has been
- previously forced downward and the thumb-

15
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~comprising an inclosing receptacle for the

50
- atrip adg&cent to sald opening for holdmﬂ' and

- 55

- moving said blade across the opening, a catch

60

| -pwoted inter medmte of its end% and within |

‘thumb-piece 12 and the catch 13 and permit

in 1ts movement by means of a staple or eye

catch-shoulder over the upper edfre of the
~ knife-blade, whereby the latter is held down.

the trip-lever the eatch-shoulder WIH be dis-

~the present device is especially adap‘red for

[

of the same extending through the slots and
projecting beyond the outer face of the box.
The thumb-piece end of the lever is limited

13, carried by the inner face of the side of
the box and embracing the lever.

In the operation of the device the fowl is
placed within the box, after which the cover

or door is closed, so there will be. but one
opening to admit 110'ht into the box. It will

piece 12 pushed inward so as to engage the

The fowl Wlll naturally endeavor to escape
through the opening 3, which is large enough
to perlmt only the head and neck of the fowl
to project therethrough, and by reason of
the latter pressing aﬂ'cunst the long arm of

engaged from the knife and the latter will be
thrown upward by the spring-shank thereof.
The upward throw of the knife will engage
the same with the under side of the neck of
the fowl, and the latter, being held against
upward movement by the convergent walls
of the opening 3, will be ¢ eetwely severed
in a neat and convement manner. The con-
vulsions of the fowl are entirely concealed
from view by reason of the fact that the body
thereof is held within the box and the fowl
is prevented from being thrown about by the
convulsions thereof. In view of these facts

domestic use.

Changes in the form, pmpormon size, and
the minor details of constl uction w1thm the
scope of the appended claims may be resorted
to without departing from the spirit or sacri-
ﬁelng any ot the fbdvantaﬁ‘es of the present
invention.

Having thus deseribed the invention, what
1S olmmed 18—

1. Anautomatic decapitator for fowls, &e.,

fowl having an opening 1;0 admit the head of
the fowl, a decapitating device adjacent to
the opemn actuating means therefor, and

releasing the decapitating device, substau-
tlally as desembed

2.  An automatic decapitator for fowls, &e.,
comprising an inclosing receptacle adapted
to contain a fowl and provlded with an open-
ing, a knife-blade and actuating means for

for holdmﬂ' the kmfe-blade, and a trip ar-
ranged mthm the receptacie in the way of the
fowl substantially as deseribed.

3. In a device of the class described, the
combination with a box or inclosure ad&pted
to receive the fowl and provided with an
opening, of a knife-blade having a movement
transversely across the opening, and a lever

647,425

i the box or inclosure, one end of the lever ex-

tending through a slot in the box and adapted

to engage the knife-blade, whereby a catch

is pr mnded therefor, and the opposite end of
the lever forming & trip adapted to be en-

caged by the fowl and thereby release the
_ca,tch substantially as shown and described.

t. In a device of the class described, the
combination with a box or inclosure adapted
to receive the fowl, and provided with an
opening, of a knife-blade mounted upon the

‘box and having a vertical movement trans-
versely across the outer face of the opening,

and a lever pivoted intermediate of its ends
to the inner face of the side of the box hav-
ing the opening therein and located below

smd opening, one end of the lever being pro-

vided with a transverse catch, and the oppo-
site end provided with a transverse thumb-
piece, the latter and the catch extending
through slots formed in the adjacent side of
the box and projecting beyond the outer face
thereof, the catch being adapted to engage
over the upper edge of thekmfe blade to hold
the latter, and the thumb-piece end of the
lever bemn' adapted to be engaged by the
fowl and Lhereby disengage the eateh sub-
Stantmllv as shown and descnbed

5. In a device of the class descnbed the
combination with a box or inclosure adapted
to receive the fowl and provided with an
opening formed through one side, of a spring-
actuated knife - blade having a movement
transversely across the opening and formed

from a single length of flat metal twisted lon-

gitudinally to provide a spring-shank, hav-
ing its end bent transversely to provide an
attachmﬂ'-stem fastenings securing the stem
to the box a cateh adapted to hold the knife-

blade in lts set position, and a trip for the

cateh, substantially as shown and described.
. 0. In a deviee of the class deseribed, the
combination with a box or inclosure pro-
vided with an opening formed through one
side of the box and a block secured to the in-
ner face of said side and located below the
opening, of a knife-blade having a vertieal
movement transversely across the outer face
of the opening, and a horizontally-disposed
lever having one end bent transversely into
athumb-piece and the opposite end flattened
and bent into a flat transverse catch-shoul-
der extending in the same direction as the

| thumb-piece, said lever being pivoted near

its catch-shoulder end to the block carried
by the box, the thumb-piece and catch ex-
endmﬂ' throucrh slots formed in the adjacent
side of the bex and projecting beyond the
outer face thereof, substantially as and for
the puarpose set forth.
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my sw*na,ture in
the presence of two witnesses.

LEWIS M. PRATT.
Witnesses:

- B. B. McCaLr,
Q. A. A, GARDNER,
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