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Io all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, JosSEPE ASHTON, resid-

ing at No. 12 Martell road, West Dulwich,
London, in the county of Kent, England, have
Invented certain new and useful Improve-

ments in Match-Boxes; and I do hereby de-
clare the following to bea f ull, clear, and ex-
act description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to.which it ap- .

pertains to make and use the same.
The present invention relates to improve-

mentsin match and vesta boxes; and the chief
object of it is to provide such receptacles with -
means whereby to shield a match or vesta .

from the wind when lighted in drafty or

windy places; and other objects are to so de-
sign, construct, and combine all the partsor
eclements which go to form such receptacles

that their codperation shall facilitate to the

greatest degree the successful operation and

utility of the invention. | o
It is only too well known that on account

of the feebleness of a match-light it is almost

useless to attempt to keep one alight in even
moderately drafty or windy places or situa-
tions, and yet one frequently sees mateh after
match struck and wasted in this way in the
endeavor to get a light for a sufficient time
to light one’s pipe or cigar, for example. The
mere fact of suchfrequentobservation of itself
1s sufficient proof that a match-box provided
with a means to effectunally shield a matech
from the wind would be a public boon, even
for the convenience alone not to mention the
saving in matches. |

I am aware that a match or vesta box pro-
vided with a wind-guard is in itself not novel,
and I do not lay any claim to such invention
alone or in a general sense; butmy invention
consists in the particular design—that is,con-
structlon—of thebox, as hereinafter fully de-
scribed and asillustrated in the accompanying
drawings, so that the actions of opening the
box and guard, removing the match, striking
it, shielding it, and closing the box again are
simplified to the greatest degree and the
proper performance of the function of each
part and the box as a whole insured.

I willnow proceed to deseribe my invention

with the aid of the accompanying sheet of

drawings illustrating the same and which are |
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to be considered as part of such description

and read in conjunction therewith. |

~_Figure 1 is a perspective view of the box,
showing the wind-guard and front spring-flap
open and the top flap or lid closed. Fig.-2is
a perspective view showing the wind-guard

or lid open. " Fig. 3 is a sectional elevation of
the box with wind-guard open, showing the
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and front spring-flap closed and the top flap -
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modified form of spring-hinge for the wind-

guard and lid. Fig. 4 is an elevation of the
box shown in Fig. 3, the dotted lines repro-
senting the open position of the lid. Figs. 5
and 6 represent an end elevation and side ele-
vation of the box completely closed. Tig. 7
represents in section the box shown in Figs.
I"and 2 with the wind-guard open. Tig. 8
represents in section the box shown in Figs.
1l and 2 with the wind-guard closed.

According to my invention such a match or

| vesta box consists of a hollow body portion

| 1, more or less rectangularin form, or it may;

of course, be any fancy shape, if desired, with
75

| preferably rounded corners 2 and edges 3.

The back 4, bottom 5, and right and left hand
sides 6 and 7, respectively, and the lower part
3 of the front are all stamped or otherwise
formed in one piece or secured together im-
movably.. The upper part of the front is in-
closed by a spring-flap 9. This spring-flap is

30

hinged at its bottom edge to the recessed part |

10 of the lower part 8 of the front of the box,

the spring of the said flap being a helical one

inserted in the hinge in the well-known man-
ner. 11isalid spring-hinged to the top edge

5 of the'back 4 in a similar manner to the flap

J. .The wind screen or guard is a quadrant-
shaped hood composed of the three sides 12,

13, and 14, spring-hinged through its right-

angled corners to the top edge of the Ieft-
hand side of the box. A spring-catch pro-
Jection or click 21 (see Figs. 7 and 8) when
the guard is closed engages in an indentation
20 or hole made in the guard to receive it
and the guard caused to fly open by the pres-
sure of the thumb upon a press-button situ-
ated near the front of the bottom of the box,

1 as shown at 15, Fig. 1, or it may be so ar-

ranged that the guard has to be opened out
and closed by hand in the manner of an or-
dinary pocket-knife, in which latter case 1
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prefer to form the spring U-shaped,
at 15', Fig. 8, and secure it to the bottom of
the box by a rivet 16 or other means. |

It will be observed that the back edge of
the guard in Figs. 1 and 2 is extended by the

piece 17 beyond the hinge and in the same

plane as the top of the guard. This provision
is to insure that the top of the guard when it

is fully open shall be in perfect alinement
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with the top of the box and also to relieve the
hinge of the sudden jerk or strain upon it
each time the lid is sprung open.

In the modification illustrated in Fig. 3 the
extension 17 is not required, because the lid,
being opened and closed by hand, is not sud-
denly thrown open, and consequently no such
sudden strain is imposed upon the hinge as1is
the case when the spring-hinge and press-
button are, as shown in Fig. 1, employed; but
instead thereof I turn the back edge of the
top of the guard downward at a right angle,
and this provides the necessary flat surface
for the spring 15’ to bear against. The other
extremity of the same spring 15" acts in a
similar manner against the 1id-hinge 15.

The object of thelid 11 is to enable a match

to be extracted without necessitating the

opening of the guard and front flap, 19 being
a thumb boss or recess to facilitate the open-
ing of it by hand. | | |

 The spring-hinge of the front flap is so ar-
ranged as normally to keep the said flap open,
so that it is kept closed against the tension
of the spring by the guard alone, which is one
of the essential features of my invention, and
it insures that the said flap will open auto-

- matically and expose the matches as soon as

the guard has cleared if.

The sereen or guard is provided on itg side

is to be noted. The peculiar position and
wedge-like shape of thisslot are for the express
purpose of facilitating the entry of the match
as it is extracted from the box and to grip the
match inserted in it, and its nearness to the
front edge of the guard 1s to cause the match
to keep well alight and be within easy reach
of the pipe, cigar, &c.,that it may be required
to light. | |

A star or other faney shaped hole 23 1s pro-
vided in the top of the wind-guard to let out
the hot air to keep the guard cool.’

The striking-plate 24 is most conveniently
formed in the lower part of the front of the
box. | - | |

Aspreviously stated, Tam aware that match
or vesta boxes have already been provided
with a pivoted wind-guard to shield the light-
ed mateh, and I therefore do not broadly
claim such as my invention; but |

“What I do claim, and desire to secure by

Letters Patent, is—

In a match-box having a receptacle for the

| matches, a lid, a spring-hinged wind-guard,

a cateh for holding said wind-guard closed

‘and a spring-button for releasing it, the com-
‘bination with the side of the match-recepta-

cle of a flap spring-hinged to and forming
part of the said side, said flap opening auto-
matically, and exposing the matches on the
wind-guard being opened, as described. |
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I have signed my namein pres-
ence of two subscribing witnesses. |
' ' "JOSEPH ASIITON.

Witnesses:
ROBT. A. BLAKE,
WALTER J. SKERTEN.

as shown | 12 with a slot 22, the peculiarposition of which 4
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