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To all whom at QY COTCErTL:
Be it known that I FRED W.TOBEY, a citi-

'zen of the United Statee residing at Gmnd

Rapids, in the county of Keut and State of

Mlchln'an have invented new and useful Im- |
provements in Card-Filing Cases, of which
the following is a 3pe01ﬁea,t10n - |
- 'This 1nvent1011 relates to a new and 11ovel-
device for retaining lists of all kinds on sep- |
arate slips or eards——-—sueh as cardboard, shieet |
- metal, celluloid, &e., or of any sulta,ble com-
bination of matermls—end I
~cards, preferably, with notches or slots in or-
der to facilitate the engagement of the re-

taining-strips with the cards for the purpose

of retaining such catrds in place when the
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strips dre in their normal position.

The objects of my invention are, ﬁISt to

enable the user with one hand to Wlthdlew
the drawer containing the cards from the case

and at the same tlme to free the cards from

the retaining-strips, so as to enable him to

rémove one or more cards; second, to enable
the user to readily and quickly lock the re- |

taining - strips 8o that they will not retain

the cards 1n position, and, third, certain other

objects particularly pomted out in the claims.

These objects I accomplish by means of the
mechanism illustrated in the aeeompanymm |

drawings, in Whmh——-
Fw'me 1 18 a transverse sectlonal view of a

drawer constructed in accordance with my

invention, showing the inner surface of the
front end of a, drawer and the mechanism for

operating the retemmmstrlpe Fig. 2 shows

a longitudinal sectional view thr ough the cen-

ter of the drawer, illustrating the relative
pomtlon of the ush-rod the loekmﬂ' device
which is conneeted with the handle of the
drawer and the locking-strip.

Similar lettersreferto sumla,r parts throu oh-

' out both views.
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A represents the front end of the drawer.

B represents the sides of the drawer.

- C represents the push-rod, eonstructed
preferably, as shown in Fig. 2, having the
bent portion at the upper end ma,kmﬂ' a con-

venlent thumb-rest for depressmﬂ' the rod |

when the drawer is removed or partially re-
moved from the case. The push-rod slides

vertically at the inner side of the front of
the drawer, and about midway between its |

provide such

] upper and lower ends is riﬂ*1dly seeuled EbhOl i

zontal bar or plate D, running transversely
of the latter and substantlally parallel with

,the inner side of the drawer front.
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"H H are lugs secured in JLIXtapositloﬂ to

the joints between the drawer front and tlié

‘drawer sides, and in these lugs are pivoted

the ends of two opposite swinging card-re-
taining strips B, which extend lenﬂ‘thwise of

the dmwer 51des at or near their top edges.

drawer, and they can swing outward or to-
ward the drawer sides to 11e abamst the same,
and thereby reléase the cards.

The eénds of

6&;'

'These strips serve to engage the cards in the
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the card-retaining strips are provided with

lateral lugs F, ettendmﬂ' inward and carry-
ing pwots or pms K=, whleh engage and can
move in a slot in the end of the tlansvelse
‘bar or plate D. '

G representsa metel Stl ip Whlch is used on

the top of the sides of the drawer and which

1s constructed as shown in Fig. 2 and secured

by suitable screws or rivets 130 the drawer.

the shank of the pull K.
vided with a shank extending through the

front of the drawer, as shown.
C is slotted and the shank of the pull passed

through the slot.

the push-rod without moving the button E.
I shows the bottom of the drawei o

The push -rod

5
E shows a button which is made rigid with =~
The pull K is pro-

8o

The object.of this con-
struction is to enable the user to push down

J shows a spring, preferably a thin stri 1D of 8s- '
metal, placed beneath the lower end of the

'pusharod C and below the button E.

L shows a rod at the bottom of the dra,Wer o

‘used as a way or guide for any ordinary slid-
The sliding go

ing strip or mova,ble partition.
strip or movable partition, however, is not
shown, as the same forms no part of my in-

Ventlon |
The dlawer 18 made of suff cient size to con-

| tain a series of cards, and usually the person

using the same desires merely to remove one
a,rd at a time, and one of the main objects

of my invention is to so construct the device

that the user can with one hand remove the
drawer from the case and at the same time

temporarily loosen the cards by means of
turning the binding-strip, as hereinafter de-
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serlbed In taking the drawer from the case

the ﬁpﬂ'ele of one ha,nd W(}Iﬂd netumlly bo
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 user to turn the pull X and with it the but-

placed beneath the front of the dla,wel while |
Lhe thumb would be placed over the t0p of
the drawer and rest upon the top or bent por-
tion of the depresswn -rod C. DBy pressing
down on the depression-rod C the springJ 18
depressed and at the same time the cross-
strip D is carried downward, turning the re-

taining-strips down close an‘alns’o the sides of

the case, as shown by dotted lines in Fig. 1.

This will relieve the cards placed mthm the

case from the retaining-strips, and the user |

with his other hand can take out any one or
more cards, as he may desire. Should the
user accidentally drop the drawer, the cards

~would not be spilled, but would remain in the

drawer, for the reason that as soon as the

thumb is removed from the push-rod the re- |

taining - strips are immediately returned to

o normal p051t101‘1 by the action of the spring J.
pe

In case it is found desirable to unlock and
to retain in the unlocked p051t1011 all the
cards, all that is necessary to do is for the

N " ton E until the button E stands perpendicu-
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lar, when the spring J will be depressed and

- the retaining-strips closed against the sides

of the drawer, and the eards may then be re-

moved either one at a tlme or all torrethm

" Thus I have provided a double means for

. 30

35
- are. loeked out of operative position until the
button . E is again turned so as to allow the |
spring to raise the push-rod C, the er oss-pleee-
D, and also the reta,mmﬂ'-stups -

‘The metallic plates G preferably projectin- |
wardly beyond the inner surfaces of the sides
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~ sition to the top edge of said drawer front
to be depressed by finger-pressure, movable .

loosening the cards—one temporarily by the |

mere depressmn of the push-rod: C by the
thumb and the other by depressing the push-

‘rod and spring, together with the cross-piece

D; by means of tuxnmfr the button E. By
using the latter method the retaining-strips

of the drawer, as in Fig. 1, to constitute bear-

“ings or rests for the cald-letmnmw strips F',

Wheleby these strips are btrenﬂ'thened ELIld
made more rigid.

- Having thus described my 1nvent1on what
I claim to have mvented and desire to seeme
by Letters Patent, is--

1 In a card- ﬁlmﬂ' deﬁce the combumtlon

with a drawer, of card- retammg strips ex-

tending 18121”1311‘5’1‘38 of the drawer, a verti-

ally-momble push-rod arranged substan-
tially at right angles to said retmnmﬂr—sm 1ps
and constr ucted to operate the httel and a
spring arranged to urge the push-‘rod up-
ward and nor ma,lI} hold it in its highest posi-
tion with the retaining-strips in enfrafrement
with the cards In the (].IELWGI subst‘mtmlly as
desecribed.

2. In a card- ﬁlmﬂ' device, the combination

with a-drawer, of a Vertlcally movable push-
rod arranged on the inside of the drawer
front and having its upper end in juxtapo-

card -retaining strips extending along the
drawer sides, a spring arranged to urge the

push -rod upward and n01ma,11} hold it in its
highest position, and means for moving the
said retaining-strips from engagement “with

the cards when the push- rod is depressed,

substantla,lly as described.
3. In a card-filing device, the combmatwn
with a drawer, of pivoted card - retaining

strips extendmﬂ’ along the inside upper por-

tions of the drawer sides to swing inward and
engage and retain the cards in place, a ver-
.twd,lly - movable push-rod arranged on the

drawer front and connected with and serving
to swing said retaining-strips, and a spring
nounally holding the push-rod in its raised

ward, substantially as described.

4, 111 a card-filing device, the combmatmn .
‘with a drawer, of a Ve1t10ally-movable push-
‘rod arranged on the inside.of the drawer front
and havmg its upper end in juxtaposition
‘to the top edge thereof to be depressed by
finger-pressure, pivoted card-retaining strips
extending along the top edge portions of the
drawer &udes, a spring &rranﬂed to normally
‘hold the push-rod in its. mlsed position, and
‘means for swin ging the retammmstrlps in an
outward direction to release the cards when
| the push-rod is depl essed, substantlallv as de-
‘seribed. |
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-posmon and the retaining-strips swung in-
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5. In a dl-aﬁ ‘er adapted to hold cards, two

1eta1mnﬂ'—str1ps each strip provided with a

puah—-md when the
pressure has been removed  therefrom, and

to return the retaining-strips to nor mal posi-
| tion, substantmlly as descubed

6. In combination with a drawer, of a cal d-

retaining strip, eranks secured to said str ips;

a houzontal bar engaging with said cranks;

‘a push-rod to which san.d cross-bar is 11-::"1(’113r
attached, a spring placed below the push-rod
and engaging with the lower end thereof, a
‘handle

provided with a shank e*{tendmﬂ'

crank connection with a cross-bar; a Cross:
‘bar rigidly connaeted with a push-rod, a push:
rod and a spring with which said push -rod
| engages for depressing the same, said spring
adapted to raise. said .

106

Iﬁg. '

110

through the front of the drawer and a button |

secur od to the said shank and adapted when

the handle is turned, to remove the retaining-
‘strips from the cards, and to lock and hold_
the same in such position, substantially as

described.

7. In a drawer f01 holdmn‘ cmds, the com-
bination of the 1eta,1mnrr-st1 ips B' B pivoted
to the case, provided mth the extensions or

cranks If B a push-rod C, a cross-bar D rig-
idly attached to the said push-rod a spring -

J having its bearing against the bottom of
the dla,we1 and adapted to be pressed down-
ward by means of the push-rod C, said push-
rod C at the same time swinging the retain-
ing-strips out of operative position, 9ubstan-

'tlally as described.
8. The combmatmn Wlt]l a drawer of two

retmmnﬂ-ﬂtl ips pivotally connected with the
said dmwel each strip being provided with

alug I, smd lug I being pr ovlded with pivots.
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conhecting the saiiie With the cross-bar D, the
cross-bar D rigidly secured to the push-rod
C, the push-rod C adapted to bear upon and
operate a spring, & pull K provided with a
5 shank, the button E secured to such shank,
sald button E adapted, when turned, to de-
press the spring and hold the same depressed,

and at the same time to retain the retaining-

- strips out of operative position, substantially
to as described. o |

9. In a card-filing device, the combination

with a drawer, of a push-rod on the drawer

front, swinging card-retaining strips extend-

ing along the inside top edges of the drawer

15 sides, metallic plates secured upon the top |

| edges of the drawer sides and constituting

bearings at their inner edges against whicli
the card-retaining strips work; 4 spring for

-normally holding the push:-rod elevated, and

means tor swinging the eard-retaining strips zo
outward when the push-rod is depressed, sub-
stantlally as described. -

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-
nesses. -

FRED W. TOBEY.
- Witnesses: S
- EDWARD TAGGART,

DORA B. PARKER.,
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