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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HENRY MEHSERLE &
citizen of the United States, and a remdent of
Rochester, in the county of Monroe and State
of New York haveinvented a new and useful
Improvement in Adj ustable Folding Tables,
which improvement is fully set forth in the
following specification and shown in the ac-
companying drawings.

My invention is an adjustable folding table
designed more particularly to be used ab the
side of a bed in the sick- room, 1n hospitals, or
other places. It is also demgned for other
uses to which it may be found adapted, as in
writing, for the playing of games, &ec. The

table is constructed to have the top raised or |

 lowered to different positions of elevation, to
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be tilted on a horizontal axis, to be swung
laterally from a center at one 51de of the top,

or to havea swivel motion upon a center with- |

in it to cause it to assume various positions
relative with the supporting parts.

Theinvention ishereinafter fully described,
and more particularly pomted out in the
claims.

Referring fothe dra,wmﬂ's Figurelis aside
elevation ot the table, showmﬂ* the top in two
positionsof elevation by full and dotted lines.
Fig. 2-1s a front elevation (seen as indicated

by arrow 2 in Fig. 1) showing by fall and dot- |

ted lines the top in various positions as to
horizontality. Fig. 31is a plan of the device,
showing the top occupying various positions
in lateral adjustment by full and dotted lines.
Fig. 4 is a plan showing by full and dotted

hues different positions of the top resulting
from a swivel motion. Fig. 5is a side sec-

tional elevation of parts at the top of the
spindle, parts being shown in two positions
by full and dotted lmes Kig. 6 is a similar
elevation at the lower part of the standard,
partsbeing shown in two positions by full and
dotted lmes Fig.7isafrontelevation of parts,
(seen as indicated in arrow 7in Fig. 6,) parts
being broken away. Hig. 8is a front eleva-
tion of parts, (seen as indicated by arrow 8in
Fig. 5,) parts being omitted and broken away.
Fig. 91is a front elevatlon of the clamping de-
vice, (seen as indicated by arrow 9 in Fig. 1,)
the carrying-arm being transversely Seetloned
on the dotted line at the point of the arrow.

asindicated in Fig. 1.

| Fig. 10 is a horizontal section of the spindlé,

taken on the dotted line 10 in Fig. 1. TIigs.
1 to 4, 11101uswe, are drawn to a scale about
one- elﬂ'hth size, Iigs. 5 to 9, inclusive, to a

scale about one- ha,]f size, and Fig. 10 about
full size.

A 1is the top of the table, which is prefel-
ably made of wood.

33

B is a hollow metal standard ‘branched at 60

1ts lower end into feet g «.

C are diverging supporting-legs joined at

their upper ends and pivoted to the standard
B at b, Figs. 1, 6, and 7.

D is a vertical shaft or spindle held by the
standard, it being ineased in a tube ¢r sim-

ple pr‘otector ¢, occupying the hollow of the

standard.

E, Figs. 1,3, 5, and 8 is a divided or hollow
head sea,ted at the top of the spindle and
adapted to turn horizontally thereon.

F, Figs. 1, 4, and 5, is a carrying-arm for

the top A of the table, formed with a head d

to enter the divided head E.

x, Figs. 1, 4, and 9, is & clamping deweé

for the top A upon the carrying-arm F.,
g, Figs. 1, 2, and 4, is a swivel-bearing for
the outer end of the carrying-arm F, secur ed

by means of a holder ¢’ to the under side of
the top A.

The spindle D is adapted to slide vertically

in the standard B to raise or lower the table,
The spindle is secured
to place in its vertical adjustments by means
of aclamping-handle i, threaded in the stand-
ard and bearing at its inner end against the
spmdle ‘The Spmdle 18 prevented f1 om turn-
ing in the standard by being formed with a
ﬂat side 7, Figs. 8 and 10, to meet a corre-
sponding mwardly prOJeetlnﬂ' part k& of the
standard. The head K being adapted to turn
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upon the spindle enables the top A to be

swung laterally to the right or to the left on

‘the spmdle as a center, as indicated by dot-
ted positions in Fig. 3 there being a screw-

clamp / provided to secure the head E in its
various positions of horizontal adjustment.
The carrying-arm F is held to turn verti-
ca,lly in the divided head K upon a horizontal
pino, threaded in the head, by means of which
the top may elther occupy a horizontal posi-

| tion or-be folded down by the side of the
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standard.

The
bearing g under the top of the table is formed

toturn on the arm F, and the holder? forthe

- bearing is adapted to have a swivel motion

- thereon, so that the top A is adapted to both
- tilt on the arm F and turn as with a swivel

 motion on the bearing ¢g. In making the

10

swivel motions the top slides through the
clamp G, its rear end p being made circular
and concentric with the axis of the swivel for
the purpose. The clamp Gis formed of a split
or divided part s, Fig, 9, to engage the arm
I, and a part ¢ toengage the top A of the ta-
ble. The partiisthe upper jaw of theclamp
| cated by dotted lines in IFig. 6, the rod d’ is

coacting with the jaw v to press the top be-

- tween them. This part { oecupies a seat or
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~ toslide in vertical directions in a cavity win |
the head. Aspringmonthe push-rod,seated

cavity « in the upper side of the clamp, and

‘a tightening-screw r, passing through both

parts ¢ and s, serves to tighten the clamp si-

‘multaneously on the arm F and on the top A
of the table, thus holding the latterin anyof |

its tilted or swivel positions.

. The inner end or surface z of the head d of |

the supporting-arm F 'is made inclined, as
shown in Fig. 5, against which an inclined

~ Dblock eisadapted to bear. This block iscon-
- trolled by a push-rod f| extending downward

through the head E, said block being adapted

at its lower end in a cavity &' in the head E,

~ tends to hold the push-rod normally to place,
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the block e being at the lower end of said face -

z of the head d, as shown in the figure. At
1ts upper end the face z meets a shoulder «
of the head K when the supporting-arm F is
horizontal, its head d then having an upper
and a lower bearinge and «, respectively, and
a bearing upon the pin o, which together make
sald arm stable in its position. When it is
desired to fold the top A or let it swing down-

ward parallel with the standard B, the rod

45 f 18 pressed downward to the position shown
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by dotted lines in Fig. 5. This permits the
arm I, with the top A, to drop to a vertical
position, asindicated by dotted lines, the arm
turning upon the pino. As these partsswing
down the spring m raises the block e to its

original position. (Showninfulllines.) When

1t I8 desired to again raise the top A, the block
e is pushed downward as before, and as the
top reaches its horizontal position, the corner
l" of the head d clearing the block, the block

will be raised by the spring to its normal po-

sition back of the head d, as shown in full
lines. The lower face 7 of the head d forms

a right angle with the face z, and it is at the.

same distance from the pin o, so that when
the arm Ifis turned down, as stated, the face
7 will occupy the place just left by the face
2z, the block e coacting similarly with both
faces.

As shown in Figs. 1,6, and 7, the head ¢ of
the legs C is held between parallel yertical
walls n' »', projecting from the standard B,

This arm F is formed with a seat |
n near the head d for the clamp G, the latter
‘being adapted to turn upon the seat.

Fig. 6.)
| the face g below the pin 6, which serves to!
lock the legsin their folded position. Toturn

‘the pivot b passing horizontally through both,

as shown.  The inner face ¢’ of the head ¢’ is

made inclined, and an inclined block ' is

provided to coact therewith. This block is

the floor, as shown in Figs. 1, 2, and 6, the

‘bloek &' will be in the position shown in full -
lines in the latter figure, bearing against the

face a’, above the pivot-pin b.
lock the legs in the position shown. When

This servesto

it 18 desired to fold the legs or turn them up-
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adapted to move vertically in a cavity m' in-
the standard B and 1s controlled by a push-
rod d', extending upward through a ledge ¢’
of the standard, a spring f’ being provided

f the : 75
fortherod. Whenthelegs Caredownagainst

30

ward parallel with the standard B, as indi- .

pushed upward (most conveniently with the
foot) to the upper dotted position shown.

‘T'his clears the upper corner /i’ of the head,
allowing the legs to be turned upon the pin b,
as stated. - o

The upper -fzi,c'e' g of the .he'a;d ¢' forms an

_ 1 g0
acute angle with the face ', and it is given

such a slant that when the legs C are turned

{ upward it will be parallel with the plane of
the slant-faceof the block b'; butthedistance
of the face ¢’ from the pin b is made less than

_ _ 95
the distance between said pin and the face

', which allows the block b’ to descend to the .

lower position. (Shown by dotted lines in

~This causes the block to bear against

10>

the legs down again, the push-rod is again

raised to carry the block to its upper position.
(Shown in dotted lines.) This allows the up-
per corner /i* of the head to clear the block,
and when the legs reach the floor the block
will be again brought down by the spring to
the position shown by full lines, again locking
the legs in their position of use. The legs
when'in their folded position are adjacent to
the part ¢ of the standard B, they being be-
tween the folded top A and the standard.
The top board or top A of the table makes

its lateral swinging motions (shown in Fig. 3)

upon a center D without its limits or periph-
ery and its swivel motions (shown in Fig, 4)
upon a center within its periphery.

What I claim as my invention is—

1. A table comprising a top, a standard, a
spindle in the standard provided with a head,
a carrying-arm for said top pivotally con-
nected with the head and having two faces
the planes of which form an angle, movable
means cooperating with said faces to form a
lock and legs connected with the standard,
sald head adapted to revolve upon the spin-
dle, substantially as described.

2. A table comprising a top, a standard, a
head supported thereby, a carrying-arm for
the top pivotally connected with said head
and having two faces forming an angle, mov-

able means coodperating with said faces to

form a lock and legs connected with the
standard, said top being adapted to have a
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swivel motion upon the carrying-arm in all |

positions of the latter, as set forth.
3. A table havinga spindle, and a support

therefor, a head upon the spindle, a carrying-

arm held pivotally in said head, the end of
sald carrying-arm being inclined and at right

angles to its under face, and a movable bl{)ek |

in the head formed with an inclined surface
to meet the inclined surface of the carrying-
arm, substantially as described.

4, A table comprising a standard, a spindle

in the standard provided with a hea,d acarry- |

ing-arm held by said head and ed::mted to oc-
cupy two positions thereon, and having two
faces forming an angle and a top Supported
by said carrying-arm and mounted to turn
thereon on & vertical pivot, substantially as
shown and described, and movable means co-
operating with said faces to form a lock. .
5. A table having a standard, a spindle in
the standard, provided with a head, a carry-

ing-arm in sald head, having two feces form- |

ing an angle and adapted to occupy two posi-
tions therem at right angles with each other,
and a holder for said carrying-arm in elbher
of its two positions and adapted to have a
parallel bearing thereon, substantially as
shown and described,-

6. A table having a standard, a head sup-
ported by the standard, a carrying-arm held

in sald head, having two faces forming an
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angle, and a block adapted to engage elther
of smd faces, eubstantlally as shown and de-
seribed.

7. A table eompmsmﬂ' a standard, a head

supported by the standard, a carrying-arm |

held upon a pivot in said head, the carrying-
arm having two faces the planes of which

form an angle, a block to engage either of

sald faees, the latter being equidistant from
sald pivot, substantially as described.

ported by the standa,rd and formed with a
sheulder, a supporting-arm held by said head
and formed with a face adapted to meetsaid
shoulder, and a block to engage said face of
the carrying-arm, substantially as and for the
purpose speelﬁed

9. A table comprising a standard, a hollow
head supported by the standard, fm,med with

a shoulder, a supporting-arm held pivotally |

in the head, formed with a face adapted to
meet 8aid shoulder, and a block in said head
to engage another part of said face of the car-
rying-arm, and a spring-actuated holder to

-

control said block, substantlally as shown
and described.

10. A table having a standard supporting
a head, a carrying-arm pivotally held by said
head, a top board supported by said carrying-
arm and mounted to turn on a vertical pivot
thereon, and holdersforsaid top board, adapt-
ed to embrace the carrying-arm and engage
the edge of the top and to turn on the earry-
ing-arm, substantially as and for the purpose
specified.

11. A table having a standard supporting
a head, a carrying-arm held by said head, a
top board supported by the carrying-arm and

‘mounted to turn on a vertical pivot thereon,

and a holder for the top board, upon the ecar-

rying-arm, adapted to embrace the carrying- -

arm and engage the edge of the top and to be
made rigid with both emd top board and the
carrying-arm, substantially as shown and for
the purpose speclﬁed

12. A table comprising a standard, and legs
having a common head having an inclined
face and connected foldably Wlth sald stand-
ard, and a block held by the standard to en-
gage the inclined face of said head of the legs,
substantially as shown.
- 13. A table comprising a standard, legs
having a common head, a pivotin said stand-

‘ard passing through said head, the latter hav--
ing two faces forming an angle, and a block
held by the standard adapted toengage either
of sald faces of the head, substantially as

shown.

14. A table standard, a ecarrying-arm
mounted to swing laterally and vertically
upon a center beyend the edge of the top, and
a top carried bysaid arm and mounted to turn
laterally thereon upon a center within the

-boundary-lines of said top and fo tilt, sub-
| stantially as deseribed.
8. A table having a standard, a head sup- |

15. Atablehavingatopboard ortop mount-
ed near its middle upon a swivel, and a hold-

ing-clamp adapted to engage and embrace

said top atits edge, and saidedge being con-
centric with the axis of the swivel and a sup-
port for said clamp, substantially as shown.
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand, this 25th day of October, 1899, in the
presence of two subscribing mtnesses

HENRY MEHSERLE.

Witnesses:
Exos B. WHITMORE,
M. L. WINSTON.
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