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10 all whom it may concermn:
Beit known that I, WILLIAM J. IANNEGAN,
residing at Vietor,in the county of Teller and

State of Colorado, have invented a new and

Improved Lettermﬂ'-(}mde of whleh the fol-
lowing is a spemﬁcatwn

ThlS invention is in the nature of an im-.

proved device by the use of which lettering

can be done without the necessity of drawing

guide-lines such as are required in the ordi-
nary method of laying off lettering; and the
sald invention primarily seeks to provide a
very simple and efficient device for the pur-

poses stated, purely mechanical in its opera-

tion, eapable of being quickly adjusted to
form guides for lettels of any size within its
range upon lines having a horizontal base or
upon curves.

This invention comprehends certain detzuls
of constructions and novel arrangement of

parts hereinafter first described in detail and

then specifically pointed out in the accom-
panying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 1s a perspective view of my im-
provement. Fig. 2 is aplan view illustrating
the two ruler-sections separated to form a
guideway for the letter.. Fig. 3illustrates the
manner in which the device is used for pro-
viding a curved lettering-guide. Tig. 41is a
transverse section of the device on the line

4 4 of Fig. 2, and Fig. 5 illustrates the several
parts comprising my improved device in de-

tail.
My 1mproved device eomprwes two ruler-

tached to eaeh other, so as to make the de-
vice as of one complete body. To each end
of and upon the upper surface of the ruler 1
1s riveted a slotted plate 3, extended over the
ruler 2, approximately to the outer edge 2°
thereof, that portion of the plates 3 extend-
ing over the ruler 2 having slots 32,with which
clamp-serews 4 4, secured to the ruler 2, en-
gage, the purpose of which will presently ap-
pear, the meeting edges 5 of the ruler 1 2
having eorrespondingly-spaced marks o* 5%,
which may be extended in lines at right an-
oles to the edges 5; but the said marks 5% 5
are pr eferably 1nchned at an angle havingan
inclination upon which letters are eommonly

pitched when placed in a position other than
vertical.

lates 1 2, held in the same plane and at-

Although it is preferred toincline the plac-
in ﬂ'-marks 5%, it is manifest the points of di-
vision of the two edges 5 will at all times be
directly opposite eaeh other when the rulers
are separated, as hereinafter stated, and en-
able the user toreadily obtain imaginary ver-
tical lines when it is desired to place the let-
ters in a vertical position, and to facilitate
this operation the lower edge of the ruler 11s
provided with a scale 6, the divisions of which
are arranged ver twally and in register with
the (,01reSp011dmn‘ points 5% 5% In practice
the scale 6 is spaced off in inches, whereby
the deviee is provided with the ot dma,l Yy meas-
uring edge.

The ruler 2 at the opposite ends has a se-

suitable correspondingnumbers. Theselines
7-are the spaces that provide for the proper
division of the ruler-sections 1 2.

8 indicates a curved slot formed 1n the bot-
tom ruler 1 and struck up on an arc having its
center upon a line drawn centrally of the de-
vice, as indicated in dotted lines in Fig. 2.

spaced by marks 9, separating the distance
correspondingly with the marks upon the
edges of the rulers 1 2.

From the foregoing descuptlon taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings,
it is thought the advantages of myinvention
will be 1ead11y apparent 130 those skilled in
the art to which it appertains.

In operation the rulersare separated a dis-
tance equal that of the heightthe desired let-
tering is to have, and the rulels 1 2 are then
made fast to such adJusted position by tight-
ening the screws 4 4, 1t being obvious that the

setting the plates 3 with their outer edges to
register with the desired ones of the spacing-
lines7. When it is desired to place the let-
ters in a vertical line, the user can readily and
accurately obtainsuch lines by gaging the op-
posite scale-points upon the edges 5 5 of the

large letters he can, if desired, obtain a true
vertical line by meansof a supplemental rule
or an angle laid upon the opposing points on
the edﬂ'es 5. Furthermore, as the lines 5% on
| the edﬂ'es 5 are equidistantly spaced and form

The opposite edges of the curved slot are also

size of thelettering can be readily governed by

rulers 1 2 with his eye, and in case of very
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a true scale, the letterer can properly space |

the letters without the necessity of using in-
struments for such purpose. Again, as the
sald spacing-lines 5* upon the edges 5 are dis-
posed on an incline upon which letters are
commonly pitched the user can obtain an ac-
curate pitch of all the letters when it is de-
sired that they be drawn on an inecline.

By providing the lower ruler with a ecurved
groove the user can thereby readily lay off the
letters upon a curved base.

My device is of a very simple and econom-
1cal construction. Allthe parts may be made
of a light metal. It is of a compact form
and can be readily carried in the pocket or
with the kit of instruments such as is com-
monly used by letterers or draftsmen.

When my improved lettering-guide is in-
tended for sign-writing purposes or for other
large lettering, the same is provided with a
guide-arm 12,pivotally connected to the head-
block 11, held toslide lengthwise of the guide
parallel with the marked edges 5. The block
11 1s held to slide upon a guide-rod 10, made
fast to the upper rulermember2, and in prac-
tice said block 11 is provided with a set-serew,
whereby it can be clamped to any of its ad-
Justed positions. The arm 12, by being piv-
otally connected with the head-block, can be
swung to any position desired. This arm,
however, is only intended foruse upon larger-
sized guides, such as are used by sign-writers

- or by shopkeepers to mark boxes.
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Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 15— |

1. A lettering-guide, comprising a pair of
rulers held in the same plane, connections for
adjustably joining the said pair of rulers
whereby their contiguous edges can be sep-
arated, said connections including clamp de-
vices for holding the rulers to their adjusted
position, one of the ruler-sections having a
segmentalslot having spacing-marks upon its
edges, all being arranged substantially as
shown and for the purposes described.

2. A lettering-guide consisting of a pair of
rulers held in the same plane, one of the said
rulers having at each end a series of horizon-
tally-disposed spacing-lines 7; a fixedly-held
slotted member secured at each end of the

other ruler, said slotted members projecting

so their outer edges lie in a plane parallel

with thespacing-lines 7, on the opposing ruler- |

sections, and set-screws fixedly connected
with the opposing ruler-section engaging the
aforesaid slotted members, as specified.

3. A lettering-guide; comprising a pair of
rulers held in the same plane, and their con-
tiguous edges having registering and spacing
marks; a slotted guide secured to each end of
one of the ruler-sections to project over the
other section; the ruler carrying the slotted
guides having a segmental slot having spac-
ing-marks upon its edges; the other ruler-sec-
tlon having set-screws adapted to engage with
the slotted plates, and having correspond-
ingly-arranged spacing-lines 7, upon each end,
substantially as shown and for the purposes
described.

4. As a new article, a lettering-guide; con-
sisting of two ruler-sections of like size held

in the same plane; one of the sections having

| & scale on its outer edge, and a centrally-dis-

posed segmental slot; a guide member pro-
Jected at right angles over each end of the
slotted ruler-section; said guide members be-
ing fixedly connected to the said ruler-sec-
tions, the contiguous edges of the two rulers
having regular and registering spacing-
marks; the non-slotted ruler-section having
a seriesof horizontally-disposed spacing-lineg
7,at each end; and a set-screw secured to each
end of said ruler-section, adapted to engage
the slotted members secured to the opposing
ruler-section,all being arranged substantially
as shown and for the purposes described.

5. A device for the purposedescribed, com-
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prising a body formed of two separable flat -

members held in the same plane, one of such
members having a longitudinally-extended
gulde-rod upon its upper surface; means for
fixedly holding the head-block to any of its
adjusted positions upon the rod; a head-block
slidable upon the rod; and an arm connected
at one end to the said block to move there-
with, its outer end being projected over the
contiguous edges of the two flat members.

6. Adeviceforthe purposesdescribed, com-
prising a pair of rulersheld in the same plane;
adjustable connections joining said rulers,

‘whereby the contiguous edges thereof can be

separated to form an intervening lettering-
space; a guide mounted lengthwise upon one
ruler parallel with the lettering-space: the
head-block 11, slidably mounted upon said
rod; and the arm 12, pivotally connected to
the head-block, all being arranged substan-
tially as shown and deseribed.

WILLIAM J. HANNEGAN.

Witnesses: |
CHARLES If. FANNING,
THOS. P, TANNEGAN.
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