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I

To all whom it may concermns

Be it known that I, MARTIN P. CARICO, a

~ citizen of the United States ,residing at Ursus,
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- taken on the line 3 3.

40

their uprwht ‘Ppositions.

in the county of Grayson and State of Vir-

ginia, have invented a new and useful Fold-

ing Bookcase of which the followmﬂ* IS a
spemﬁcamon

This invention-relates to collapmble or fold-
ing furnituré in general, and more particu-
larly to folding bookeases; and 1t has for its

object to provide an article of furniture of

thisnature in which the several members may
be disconnected and in which the elements

of certain of such members may be folded to

liein mutual engagement, and thus to enable

the alteration of the structure to permit it be-.

ing packed for storage or for sh1pment in a
small space.

The invention consists of a base portion
comprising sides and ends removably con-
nected and in a plurality of similar sections
adapted to be placed one upon another, the
walls of saild sections being collapsible and
the entire structure having ornamental mold-
ings which may be caused to lie ﬂdt When the
ar tlcle 18 folded.

In the drawings forming a portion of this
specification, and in which similar nhumerals
of reference designate corresponding parts in
the several views, Figure 1 is a perspective
viewshowinga eomplete bookcase embodying
the 1nvent10n certain of the doors thereof be-
ing shown as open. Fig. 2 is a perspective
View of one of the 1*emovable sections of the
case. IKig. 31isa transverse section of Fig.
Fig. 41s an end ele» -
tion of one of the doors. KHig. 5 is a perspec-
tive view of a corner of the top of the ease and
showing the method of locking moldings in
Fw_ 6 I1s a detaﬂ
view, partially in section and partially in ele-
vation and showing the method of connecting
the sides and ends of the base. Fig. 7 is a

- s1lde elevation of one of the sections of the case

45

50

with the elements thereof folded.
Referring now to the drawings, in con-
strueting a bookease involving this invention
there 1s formed a base comprising sides 5 and
end pieces 6, of which the end pieces are fixed
to corner-blocks 7, said blocks having in their
faces recesses 8, in which are seated plmes 9,

having keyhole- slots therein for the 1eeept10n |

| of in_terloeking keys 10, carried by the side

pieces or rails of the base after the usual con- .

struction of locking mechanism employed for
fastening the side rails of bedsteads to the
head and foot boards. When assembled, the
upper edges of the sides and ends lie flush
with the upper ends of the corner-blocks, and
these flush portlons carry upwa,rdlv-extend-

ing dowel-pins 11, which are adapted to enter
similar perfomtmns in a board 12, which

forms the lowermost shelf and throuo*h the -

medinm of which pinssald board is 1emov-
ably connected.

The board 12suppor ts a se(,tlon of the book-
case comprising end pieces 13 of any desired
exterior construction, and which end pieces
are. hinged to the upper face of the board.

Intermediate the end pieces 13 is hinged to

the board a third and similar piece 14, result-
ing in the formation of two- compartments

"when said pieces 13 and 14 are in their up-

right positions.
In the adjacent faces of the pleces 13 and

14 and just within the rear edges thereof are

formed vertical grooves 16, ehtendmﬂ' up-
wardly and throucrhout the heights of the
pieces. These grooves 16 are parallel and
are adapted to s’lidably receive sections 17, of
wood or other suitable material, the upper
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edges of which lie flush with the edges of the

pleces 13 and 14 and with which pieces they
are thus slidably connected.

Intersecting the grooves 16 and extending
forwardly of and para,llel with the upper
edges of the pieces 13 and 14 are additional

agrooves 18, which terminate in the rear of the

front edges of said pieces. Disposed inter-

mediate the end piece 13 and the intermedi-

ate piece 14 are swinging and slidable doors
19, each of which consists of a frame provided

‘with a preferably transparent filling and hav-

ing adjacent one end of each of its end pieces
coaxlial trunnions 20, which are adapted to
enter the grooves 18 and to have both an os-
cillatory and a slidable movement therein.
Thus when desired the lower edge of the
door, which i1s that edge farthest fIOIIl the
frames may be swung outwardly for access
to the eompartment of that door and after
being brought to a horizontal position may
be pushed rearwardly and into the inclosure
of its compartment, during which operation
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the trunnions will travel down the grooves or
rearwardly of the grooves 18. In order to
prevent the inward swinging of the doors,
pins 21 are inserted in the inner faces of the
end pieces and in opposite faces of the inter-
mediate piece 14 in such positions as to be en-
gaged by the doors when the latter are in ver-
tical positions to close their respective com-
partmentsand to support the outerends of the
doors when their rear or upper ends or edges
have been pushed into the compartments.
The end pieces 13, as also the intermediate
piece 14, are provided with dowel-pins 22,
which are adapted toentercorresponding per-
forationsin the corresponding board forming
the shelf next above, as will be readily un-
derstood upon reference to Fig. 1 of the draw-
ings. Thus it will be seen that a number of
similar sections may be formed and disposed
one upon another to form a case of any de-
sired height, said sections being similar in
every respect with the exception of the lower-
most and uppermost sections, of which the
lowermost section has perforations to receive
dowel-pins in the side pleces, while the up-

-permost section is provided with ornamental

moldings.

The ornamental moldings of the uppermost |

section of the bookcase comprise a front mold-
ing25and end moldings 26, which are hingedly
connected to a top board 27, secured to the

~uppermost section through the medium of
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dowels,thesame as those heretofore deseribed,
so that, in fact, the uppermost section is,with
the exception of its ornamental attachment,
the same as those belowit. These moldings
25 and 26 are hinged to the upper surface of
the board 27 and have their ends separated by
interspaces adapted to receive corner-blocks
28. The adjacent ends of the moldings have
their upper corners cut away at such angles
as to permit the folding of the moldings upon
the top board and the mutual engagement of
theedges of the cut-away portions. The ends
of the moldings below the cut-away portions

are provided with beads 29, adapted to en- |

gage corresponding grooves in the blocks 23.
Thus when the moldings are in an upright
position the corner-blocks may be adjusted to
engage their extremities, and consequently
to hold them in this position. To prevent
lateral displacement of the blocks 23, they
are provided with dowel-pins 30, adapted to
enter perforations slin the corners of the top
boald

When it is desired to fold the bookcase, the
separate sections above described are discon-
nected, after which the elements of the base
are dissembled and may be placed in a com-
pact position. The door of each compart-

ment is then swung outwardly and upwardly
into a vertical position, and by then moving
one end thereof laterally the connected end

645,549

| piece will be sprung sufﬁelenﬂy to permit the

passage of the trunnions from the grooves 18.
The end pieces and intermediate pieces 1o
and 14 have the backs 17 drawn therefrom
and are then folded to lie upon the base-board
or shelf 12, as shown in Fig. 7 of the draw-
ings. The backs 17 are then placed upon the
pieces just folded and the doors placed upon
the backs.
larly folded, the blocks 28 are removed from
the moldmgs and the latter are folded to lie
upon the top board, and the elements of the
different sections havmﬂ' been packed indi-
vidually with respect to their sections the
packed sections may be then assembled to
form a single bundle containing the entire
case.

The setting up of the case is of course the
reverse of the operation just described a,nd
which will be fully understood.

From the foregoing description it will be
seen that the bookease involves many points
of merit and utility and that it may be quickly
set up and taken down, and it will of course
be understood that in p1aotlce any desired
number of sections may be employed and that
the material and sizes of the elements, as also
their ornamentation, may be varied as de-
sired; also, that the several compartments
may be provided or equipped with various
divisions and that the different sections need
not necessarily have equal heights.

Having thus described the mventlon what
18 clmmed 18—

1. A folding case comprising a base, a top
moldings hmged to the top, andcorner-blocks
1*-'emovably connected with the top and hav-
ing slots in which the adjacent ends of said
molding are removably seated.

2. A folding case, comprising a base, a top,
perforations in the top, moldings hinged to
the top and having cut-away portions where-
by they may lie upon the top and in a com-
mon plane, beads upon the ends of the mold-
ings, and corner-blocks having slots adapted
to receive said beads and having each a pin
adapted to enter a perforation in the top.

3. A folding case comprising a base, a plu-
rality of seetions removably connected with

the base and with each other, a top adapted

forconnection with each of the sections, mold-
ings hinged -to the top, and corner-blocks re-

~movably connected with the top and having

slots in which the adjacent ends of said mold-
Ings are removably seated.

In testimony that I elaim the for egoing as
my own 1 have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

MARTIN P. CARICO.

Witnesses:
J. C. PADGETT,

J. . BUSIC.

The remaining sections are simi-
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