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Lo all whom & may concermn.:

BeitknownthatI, CHARLES H. FAIRBANKS,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Grand Rapids, in the county of Kent and
State of Michigan, haveinvented certain new
and useful Improvements in Friction-Hinges,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
friction-hinges for use in suspending mirrors
upon the frames of dressers; and its object is
to provide a hinge with which the longitudi-
nal pressure of the strap may, combined with
the circumferential pressure on the pin and
the frictional properties of the hinge, be thus
greatly increased without extra strain upon
the tension-serew, thus averting the danger
of stripping the thread in the supporting or
mirror frame by reason of having to drive the
screw too hard. 1 attain this object by the
mnechanism illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective of one strap of the
hinge upon the pintle. ,
of the same. FKig. 3 is an elevation of the
hinge; and Fig. 4 is a modified form of the
same, showing the longitudinal action of the
strap as used upon a malleable base.

Similarlettersrefer tosimilar parts through-

out the several views.

Iconstruct myhinge in three pieces—to wit,
two straps A and a pintle B. The straps are
bent to partially encirele the pintle, asshown,
and each is bent back upon itself, as at A’,
so that the end will bear against the lower or
back surface of the pintle and between the
pintle and the base A" of the strap, so that
to serew the screw C into the wood will not
only draw the strap around the pintle and
cause friction, but will force the end A’ to
bear snugly between the pintle and the base,

and thus greatly increase the strain upon and-

friction around the pintle. To make this ac-

tion effective, it is necessary to elongate the
aperture through the portion A’ through
which the tension-serew passes, as indicated
by the dotted lines a in Fig. 3, so that this |

FFig. 2 is an edge view -

portion may slide longitudinally without in-

terfering with the screw.
C’ represents an auxiliary serew for hold-

.Ing the base to the frame and to avert the

danger of the hinge sagging, as would belikely
to be the case if it was supported wholly by
the tension-screw C.

In Fig. 4 I have shown a metallic base D,
having a frictional arm or horn d for the re-
ception of the pintle, and a small lug d for
the support of the friction-spring D’, which
is inserted, as shown, so that the action of the
tension-screw will cause this spring to act
upon the pintle B exaectly as the end A’ of
the strap A acts upon the pintle in the form
shown in the preceding ficures. This form
of hinge while not as effective is more expen-
sive than the other form and is shown as indi-
cating that I donot desire to restrict myself to
the one form hereinbefore described, but wish
to cover all colorable equivalents of the same.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent of the United States, is—

1. In a friction-hinge, a base partially sur-
rounding a pintle, a pintle, a tension-screw,
and a spring mounted upon the base and hav-
ing one free end engaging both the pintle and

‘the base to produce frictional contact between

the pintle and the base, substantially as, and
for the purpose set forth.

2. In a friction-hinge, a pintle, a spring-
strap partially surrounding said pintle form-
ing & base and a suspended arm, the end of
this arm bent back in position to bear upon
the pintle and the upper surface of the base
to force the pintle into the bend of the strap
to cause friction, and a tension-screw for se-

curing said strap, substantially as and for the
purpose set torth.

vigned at Grand Rapids, Michigan, July 12,

_ CHARLES H. FAIRBANKS.
In presence of—
I. J. CiLLEY,
C. K. FRros.
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