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1o all whom it may concern.:

Beit known that I, CARL ScHON, Jr., a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Catons-
ville, in the county of Baltimore and State of
Maryland, haveinvented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Garment-Fastenings, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention pertains to garment-fasten-
ings; and it consists in an eye or loop of pe-
culiar form and construction adapted to be at-
tached toa garment without the aid of sewing
and without any attaching means other than
such as are formed with and as a part of the
device itself.

In the accompanying drawings, which are

on an enlarged or exaggerated scale to better |

show the construction, Figure 1 is an eleva-
tion of a blank suitable for the formation of
the improved eye; Fig. 2, a perspective view
of the device ready for application to a fabric
or garment; I'ig. 3, an edge view or elevation
of the same; Fig. 4, a top plan view thereof :
Ifig. 5, a perspective view illustrating the
manner of applying the device to a fabric;
Fig. 6, a perspective view of the opposite side
of the fabrie, showing the position and ap-
pearance of the penetrating and fastening
points; F'ig. 7, a perspective view showing the
rear face of the fabrie with the points or ends
pressed down and extended diagonally across
the under side of the device; Fig. 8, a simi-
lar view showing the ends turned down, but
arranged parallel with the bearing or base
portions of the device on the front face of the
fabric; Figs. 9 and 10, face elevations of the
retaining-points arranged as in Figs. 7and 8.

Prior to this invention various devices had

been contrived to secure together separable
portions of garments, such as plackets, dress-
waists, and the like. The common hook and
eye1s found inconvenient in many instanées,
at least as to the eye, because of the difficulty
of causing the hook to properly engage there-
with where the eye is located out of the range
of vision. Moreover, the eye requires to be

stitched in place and is undesirably notice-
able, its fastening or thread-receiving portions
extending some distance backward from the
bend of the hook which engages with it and
requiring a comparatively-wide projection of
the hook-carrying portion to conceal it.

| or fastenings.

| cord, tape, or band :stit-ched to the garment,

but left free at intervals for the engagement
therewith of hooks, has also been proposed ;
but this likewise proves unsatisfactory in
many cases, being difficult to maintain in
proper shape and liable to rip or become de-
tached.

After experimenting with a great variety
of forms of eye I have ascertained that sev-
eral features are essential or at least highly
important to the attainment of the result in
view. Thus there must be arelatively-broad
bearing or support for the eye on the outer
side of the fabric and preferably on the in-
ner face thereof as well. So, too, the device
must be fastened or held at two points suf-
ficiently separated to prevent the eye from
twisting or turning and thus getting out of
proper position, such displacement materi-
ally increasing the difficulty of engaging a
hook therein. Lastly, the fabric should be
firmly clamped or held between the support-
iIng base or surface and the retaining points
These several results I attain
in a thoroughly-satisfactory manner by the
construction shown in the accompanying
drawings.

In the drawings, A indicates a blank which
may be cut from a metal strip, preferably a
narrow flat strip with slightly-rounded edges.
Such a strip is conveniently produced by roll-
ing and flattening a round wire.
to the finished article a smooth and slightly-
rounded edge, which lessens the liability to
cut or fray the goods or to mar the fabrie
where the hook-carrying portion comes in
contact with the eyes. This blank A is pref-
erably and for economy’s sake cut obliquely
or diagonally on parallel lines af its opposite
ends, as in Fig. 1; but the inclination may
be reversed at opposite ends or the point may
be formed in any other suitable shape. The
blank thus produced is bent or folded about
a suitable mandrel to form a loop or eye a of

a slze and shape to conveniently receive a.

hook or like fastening, with which it is to be
used. This loop is formed of that portion of
the blank A occupying its mid-length,the two
portions of the blank on opposite sides of the
loop @ being brought into common plane and

A | carried past each other on parallel lines, as
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plainly shown in Ifigs. 2,
about the point where the bends 0 of the loop
are Tormed, or, in other words, at each end of
the loop, blank A is turned downward at
right angles, or substantially so, to form the
fastening legs or points ¢, Figs. 5 to 10, in¢lu-
sive. This completes the eye ready for ap-
plication to the garment.

To attach the device to a fabrie, I make use
of a mandrel B, which may be simply a piece
of rolled or flattened wire slightly pointed at
the end to facilitate its introduction into the
eye or loop « and of a cross-section to fit and
fill said eye orloop. This mandrel being in-
serted into the loop a serves as a handle to
hold the eye and as a lever by which to force
its points ¢ through the fabric or garment, as

- will be readily understood upon referring to

20

30

35

. 40

50

55

60

J1gs. 7and 9.

Fig. 5, the points passing through the fabrie
and protruding beyond the face thereof, as
shown in Ifig. 6. The mandrel BB 18 not at
once withdrawn from the loop or eye a, but
is allowed to remain therein while the points
¢ are bent or flattened down upon the under
face of the fabric, as shown in Figs. 7 to 10,
inclusive, the mandrel thus serving to pre-

vent the flattening down or closing of the

loop or eye through the pressure applied or
the blow given to the points ¢ to properly fold
them down upon the fabric.

In practice I find it expedient to strike the
points ¢ a light but sharp blow with a small
hammer, though I mnay use pincers or a like
implement thus toset them or may press them
down with any econvenient tool. The sharp
blow, however, serves better to set the points,
and by tapping the extreme points slightly
they may be turned inward into or against the
fabrie, so as to prevent their catching into or
being caught by any fabrie which may lie
next to them in use.

The points ¢ may be laid parallel with the
folds d and e, of which they respectively
form prolongations, after the manner illus-
trated in Figs. S and 10, or, as 1s preferred,
they may be carried obliquely across the two
folds d and ¢ in the manner illustrated in
The latter arrangement is pre-
ferred, for the reason that 1t gives to the de-
vice as a whole a better support on the in-
ner or rear face of the fabric than does the
parallel arrangement. In other words, each
point when arranged obliquely not only
reaches across the under side of 1ts own up-
per fold d or ¢, but also across the compan-
ion fold, and thus each fold d or ¢ gains a
support reaching across its width and across
that of its companion, whereas under the par-
allel arrangement each fold gets from 1ts own
point a support across its own width alone.

It will be seen that under the construction
above set forth the loop a, which may be quite

narrow, gets a relatively-broad support on

the upper or outer face of the fabric—that is
to say, a support twice 1ts own width-—and

3, and 4. At or [ passing through the fabric at somewhat

widely separated points, so that the device
cannot twist or turn out of place. The broad
bearing above the fabric produced by the
folds e serves to protect said fabric against
wear or abrasion by the hook or other fas-
tening which engages the eye, thus overcom-
ing a difficulty incident to the use of common
eyes, cords, and the like. ILastly,the fabvic
is firmly clamped and held between the bear-
ing-face formed by the folds d and ¢ of the
device and the legs or fastening-points c
thereof. As a consequence the eye or loop
aonce properly set upon the fabric will always
maintainits properrelation thereto and stand-
ing up away from the face of the fabric will
enable the hook or other fastening to be read-
ily and certainly engaged therein, and this
may be done even though the user be unable
tosee theeyeand the hook when effeeting their
engagement.

While I have stated that rolled wire is pre-
ferred for the preduction of these eyes, it 1s
to be understood that I do not at all restrict
myself thereto, but may use wire of any
cross-section, sheet metal, or thin metal in
any form suited to their production. The
choice of metal or of alloy will depend upon
the particular use and the desired color. The
devices may be made of any required size

and may be plated, enameled, or colored in
any well-known way, as circumstances may

require.

I ain aware that eyes, clips, and fastenings
have been made in a great variety of forms,
both of sheet metal and of wire, and that un-
der some constructionsan eye has been formed
to project above one face of a sheet or pack-
ace of sheets, while legs pass through the
same and are flattened npon the back to re-
tain the eye in position. I am not aware,
however, that any one has ever before pro-
duced an open and unobstructed eye and car-
ried the two ends of the metal in opposite di-
rections past each other in a common plane
to produce a bearing and protecting surface
to rest upon the outer face of the fabrie,
sheet, or body and with fastening-legs to pass
through and be flattened down upon said body
on its rear or under face, so as to clamp said
body firinly between the outer bearing-sur-
face and the inturned or folded legs, nor am
I aware that it has ever before been proposed
to carry the fastening-legs of such an eye ob-
liquely across the under or rear face of the
supporting-base of the device. These fea-
tures I mean to claim broadly and without
restriction to the specific form of the points,
the cross-section, or the character of the ma-
terial or the size or the special use of the de-
vice.

Having thus described my invention, what
Iclaim 1s—

1. An eye or fastener member, consisting
of a piece of metal bent or folded to form an

1t is held to the fabrie by two separate legs | open and unobstructed loop or eye, the two
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end portions of the blank being carried in | the

common plane past each other to form a bear-
ing-surface for such loop or eye, and thence

turned downward to form fastening legs or

points. ; ,

a. The herein-described eye or fastener,
comprising the open and unobstructed loop
@, bearing portions d and e, and legs c.

3. A loop or eye for dress-fastenings and
the like, comprising the base or bearing por-
tion d, ¢; the open and unobstructed loop or
eye o extending obliquely across said bear-
ing-face; and legs or fastening-points ¢ ex-
tending downward from the under face of the
bearing portion d, e.

4. In combination witha fabric, an eyecom-
prising an open and unobstructed loop @, bear-
ing-surface d, ¢, and points ¢, the latter pass-
ing through the fabric and bent down upon

face thereof opposite to that on which the
bearing portions d, e, rest.

9. In combination with a fabric, an open
and unqbstructed loop or eye ¢ provided with
bearing portions d, e, and with legs ¢, said
legs passing through the fabric to the side op-
posite that against which the bearing portions
d, e, rest, and being folded down upon the
rear face of the fabric, obliquely to the bear-
ing portions d, e.
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In testimony whereof I have signed my 3o

name to this specification in the
subseribing witnesses. -

CARL SCHON, Jx.

presence of

Witnesses:
CHARLES E. ECKER,
ROBERT BoGas,
WM. H. JONES.
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