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To all whon it may concerm:

Beitknown that I, PHILANDER ANDERSON,
a, citizen of the United States, residing in the
city, county, and State of New York, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Sheep-Shearing Stocks and the Like, of
which the followmo* 18 & specification.

This invention relates to stocks, racks, or

holders for animals, and is especlally apphca,--

ble as a holder for sheep during shearing.
Heretofore various appa,ra,tus for holdlncr

- anlmalshave been employed in which the ani-
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“animal.

mal has been laid on its side, back down, on
1ts back, or set on its buttocks and its legs a,nd

head fastened by straps or the like in such
manner that it could be shifted to expose one-

side or the cther, as required, for the shear-
ing or other operation to be performed on the
Stich devices generally comprise a
stationary table and two swinging side wings,
from one to the other of which the sheep may
be transferred. "The positions occupied by
the sheep, either a vertical or an inverted po-
sition, areneithernaturalnorcomfortablenor
the best position for the shearing operation,

and the fastening of the legs is 1 oublesome

and interferes wwh the shearing.

My invention aims to prowde a holder in
which the animal need not be fastened, in
which he will oceupy a natural position, or

approximating it, with his back up and ex-
posed, and in which he can be easily changed

from one position to another as desired. To
this end in carrying out the preferred form of
myimprovements I construet the holder, com-
prising two carrying-tables, which are prefer-
ably swinging wings, on which the animal is
laid, and an intermediate space traversed by
a member preferably a movable or rotative
cylinder, a,stude of which the animal’s legs
are passed so that they project downwardly
through the space, and on which the under
side of the animal’s body rests as it is being
transferred from one table to the other, and I
provide certain other features of improve-
ment, which will be hereinafter fully set forth.
With my lmproved apparatus the animal
can be raised and placed with his fore and
hind legs astride the ¢ylinder by simply drop-

ping him thereon,whereupon hislegsaresepa-

rated and depending in space, so that he is
helpless to effect any movement other than

| futile kicking.
to one side or the other onto either wing, as

Then his body can be turned

desired. His legs, being separated and pro-

jecting into space, are powerless to effect any

movement of the body, and hence need ho fas-
tening and can be grasped and moved at will
durllw the shearing operation. 'To remove
the ammal he is s1mp1y lifted off the central
member and placed on the gr ound.

In the accompanying dlawm gs, which show
certain adaptations of my mventlon as em-
ployed for a sheep-shearing stock, Figure 1 is
afragmentary perspective View of a stock, the
slats being omitted from one wing, which is
in elevated position, and the sheep being
shown in dotted lines onthe other wing, which
is in the position of extreme depression. Fig.
2 i1s a transverse section of the holder, the
sheep being shown in dotted lines on one of

‘the wings; and Fig. 3 is a fragmentary view

showing a modification.

Referring to Iigs. 1 and 2, I will describe
the preferred form of my invention as therein
shown. Let A indicate a frame or standard;
B, bearing-posts thereon; C, a central mem-
ber or cylinder carried by these posts; K,
wings or carriers at side of this member; D,

‘a shaft carrying the cylinder and wings from

the posts B, and I means for ad] ustmn and
holding the wings.

The frame A may be any suitable device
for sustaining the parts, that shown being
adapted for a portable stock, and consisting
of longitudinal beams G, transverse beams I,

legs I, rigidly fastened together, and the bear-
ings or posts B, projecting upwardly from the

beams H to the desired height. The frame
shown is constructed of wood, with the excep-
tion of the posts, which are of cast metal. The
member C may be of any character or con-
struction capable of separating the legs of the
animal or of supporting its weight; but it is
preferably constructed as a rotative eylinder,
thatshown being a hollow tin eylinder mount-

| ed axially on the shaft D and free to rotate

therewith. TFor a sheep-holder this cylinder
may advantageously be of about six inchesin
diameter and sufficiently long to exceed the
length of the body of the ammal used on the
holder At its ends the cylinder is closed in
the construetion shown by wooden heads ¢,

by which it is connected to the shaft. The
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“member C should be disposed at sufficient | on one of the side meﬂlbers, which will be ad-

I0

height to leave beneath it a depth of space
ﬂ‘l‘eatel than the downward pr ojection of the

ammal"s legs when the latter is placed astride-

the membex and shounld be soconstructed that
the animal will not beinjured or rendered un-
comfortable when supported by the eylinder.

The members for carrying the animal as it
1s laid on one side or the other may be any
character of table or support disposed at side
of and substantially parallel with the mem-
ber Cin such manner that there shall be suit-
able space for the passage of the legs of the

~animal at sides of the member C and for the
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movement of the legs around the latter as the
animal is shifted from one side to the other
of the member C. These side supports are
preferably both vertically-swinging tables or
wings similarly disposed at the opposite sides
of the central member and, as shown, swing-
ing on the same axis therewith, having their
inner edges adjacent to the member C sepa-
rated thereﬁ om sufficiently to leave leg-
spaces J at each side of the member C. Pref-
erably each member E is constructed of a U-

shaped plece of angle-iron K, having longi-
tudinal part 1. at its middle and lateral arms

M, which arms at their ends are perforated |
and pass over theshaft D. . At these ends the

horizontal wing of the angle-iron is cut away,
and its edge constitutes a stop ¢, which em-
braces a face b of the post B to limit the down-
ward movement of the wing. On each wing
18 a suitable covering for carrying the body
of the animal. I prefer to use inner slats N
and outer slats O, the latter congisting of a
flat board and an edgewise board and engag-
ing the body of the sheep near the back, while
the Inner slat engages the body toward the
under side.

I prefer to construct the holdel so that the
head and neck of the animal can project be-
yond the end of the central member, and there-
fore I construct the wingsor side carriers with
extensions P, best formed by projecting the
end of the slats N and O beyond the iron

frames I, on which extension the head of the
animal lles the neck being 0pp051te the ad-

jacent post B
When the wings K are adjustable, any sult—~

- able means for holdmg them in the several
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positions can be used. I prefertoemploy the
device I' shown, which consists of a notched
and bent rod Q, hinged to each wing and de-
pended down wardly through a bracket R, fas-
tened to the under side of the side beams G
in each instance, and forced by a spring S
toward a tooth ¢, which may engage any one
of the motches of the bar, acemdmﬂ' to the
height at which the ring is to be mamt‘uned
By grasping the bar and moving it outwardly
against the spring its notches can be drawn
away from the tooth, and it can be raised or
lowered. |

Inoper atlon the shee p will be placed &Stl 1de

the middle membe1 and then laid mdemse i passmfrbetween the animal’s legs and having

justed to hold the sheep in the position for
the shearing operation. The other member
will be moved to the position most convenient
for the shearer, and when one member 1s sus-
taining the sheep the inner edge or slat of
the other if completely lowered will bear
against the outer sides of the animal’s legs,
preventing their outward escape. Ilaving
sheared one side of the sheep and its backand
legs when uppermost, the operator will trans-
for the sheep tothe upper wingeither by grasp-
ing it and swinging it bodily over on the mid-
dle member or by bringing up the wings un-
til it is clasped between them and then low-

‘ering the wing, with the sheep on it, and re-

moving the other wing to give access to the
other side for sheari ing. When sheared, the
sheep can be lifted off and anothel clep051tec1
on the stock.

It will be seen that my mventlon provides
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an improved stock simple and convenient of

construction and operation with which access
can be had to all parts-of the body of the
animal, and the latter can be manipulated
easily and will not be subjected to undue dis-
comfort. :

It will be understood that the invention is
not limited in its application to the particular
details of construection and arrangement set
forth asits preferred form, nor to the particu-
lar use described, norto ap01 table apparatus,
since it can be availed of according to such
modifications oradaptationsas circu mstances

or the judgment of those skilled in the art

indicate without depmbmw from the spirit of

‘the invention.
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In the modification shown in Iig. 3 the bear-

ing BB’ is notched and the wings K’ are locked
in position by the bolts F’ engmn*mn' these
notches.

What I claim is— |

1. In animal-stocks and the like, side car-
riers for supporting the side of an animal,
and an intermediate body-carrier for enﬂafr-

ing the body of the animal between its legs,'

sald carriers having between them spaces
through which the lefr‘s of the animal may
progjeet and within Wthh the legs can move
as the animal is rolled across sald intermedi-
ate carrier from one to the other of said side
carriers,

2. In animal-stocks and the llke, a central
carrier passing between the legs of the animal
and adapted to engage its body between its
legs, and side carriers at the respective sides
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of sald central carrier, separated therefrom

sufficiently to give room for the animal’s legs
between the 31de and central ecarriers, and ver-
tically adjustable around the latter.

3. In animal-stocks and the like, the com-
bination with two side carriers on which the

animal can be laid, spaced apart and adapted

to receive the animal’s legs between them, of
a central carrier between sald side carriers
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a cylindrical form, and supporting the under
side of the animal’s body as it is turned from
one side carrier to the other. -_

4. In animal-stocks and the like, two side
carriers in combination with a central carrier
between them, rotative, and adapted to pass
between the legs of the ammal and engaging
the under side of its body as it 1S tur ned from
one to the other side carrier.

5. In animal-stocks and the like, & central
member and two side wings, said member and
wings having leg-spaces between them, and
adjustable holders for said wings, said wings
adapted to hold the animal downward and
the under side of its body toward said central

| member, and said central member passing be-

tween the animal’s legs and engaging the un-
der side of its body.

6. In animal-stocks and the like, two wings
E, an intérvening member C, a frame A. car-
rying said pmts and ad;] ustable holders I for
sald wings.

In mtness whereof I have heleunto signed
my name in the presence of two SHbSCI’lbII]ﬂ‘
witnesses. -

PHILANDER ANDERSON.

Witnesses:
GEORGE H. FRASER,
THOMAS F. WALLACE.
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