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To all whom it mau concern:

Beitknown thatl, (CHARLESE. (GIBBS, a citi-
zen of the United States residing at Orange,
in the county of Franklin and State of Mas-
sachusetts, have invented a new and useful
Frmt-PlckPr of which the followingisa speei-
fication.

The invention relates to 1mprovement8 1n
fruit-pickers. |

T'he object of the present invention is to.im-
prove the construction of fruit-pickers and to
provide a simple, inexpensive, and -efficient
device capable of enabling fruit to be rapidly
gathered and delivered to a basket or other
receptacle without bruising the said fruit.

The invention consists in the construction
and novel combination and arrangement of
parts hereinatter fully deseribed, illustrated
in the accompanying drawings, and pointed
out in the claim heretfo appended

In the drawings, Figurelis a side elevation
of a portion of a frmt-plcker constructed in
accordance with this invention. Ilig. 2is a
plan viewof the bottomless wire basket which
forms the head of the fruit-picker. Fig. 3 is
a detail sectional view 1llustrating the means
for adjustably connecting the sections of the
pole. |

Like numerals of reference designate cor-
responding partsinall the figures of the draw-
ings,

1 designates abottomless wire basket form-
ing the head of the fruit-gatherer and con-
nected at the loweredges of its sides to a flexi-
ble chute 3, which is adapted to conduct the
fruit from the head toa basketor other suit-
able receptacle without bruising the said
fruit. The head consistsof an annular series
of wires connected by upper and lower rings

4 and 5, the lower ring being suitably secured

to the upper end of the chute. The front

wires 6 are provided at their upper and lower

ends with eyes 7 and 3, through which pass
the upper and lower rings, and the rear wires
J,which are provided at their lower ends with
eyes 10 to receivethe lower ring,are secured to
and extended above the upperring to provide
fruit-engaging fingers 11. The wires at the
back of the head may be secured to the upper
ring by wire ties or fasteners 12, and the ex-

tended portions are supported by a curved
bracel3, havingitsterminals 14 coiled around

| the top wire and secured to the said exten-
sions by fasteners 15, similar to the fasteners
12, The sides of the curved brace are In- 55
clined, and the projecting portions or fingers
are spaced apart toreceive the stems ot fruit
between them, and they are adapted to free
| the fruit from a tree without bruising or other-
wise injuring the former. 6o

The basket or head is secured to the upper
seetion 16 of a pole by clips 17 and 13, and
the said pole, which is extensible to enable
| the fruit-picker to be readily adjusted to suit
the height of the tree to be picked, is com- 65
posed of said upper section 16 and the lower
section 20, slidingly connected thereto by
means of the bands 21 and 22. Each band
is composed of two circular portions or col-
Jars arranged as clearly shown in Fig. 1. The 5o
lower connectlnﬂ' device or band 92 is fixed
to the lower end of the upper section 16 by
a screw 23 or other suitable fastening device
| and is adjustably secured to the lower section
by a clamping-screw 24. The upper connect- 75
ing device or band 21 is fixed to the upper
end of the lower section and is adjustably se-
cured to the upper section, it being arranged
the reverse of the lower connecting device or
band 22. This construction permits the pole 8o
to be lengthened or shortened, and, if de-
sired, more than two sections may be em-
ployed and the said sections may be made
any desired length. Asthe clips 17 and 13,
which are secured to one of the rear wires, 85
are spaced apart and located between the in-
ner and outer rings at points close to the
same, the head will be prevented from slip- -
t ping materially inward and outward on the
' handle wheu the device isin use, ag would be go
the case were only one clip employed.

It will be seen that the wire basket or head
is simple and comparatively inexpensive in
construction and that while 1t 1s adapted to -
rapidly gatherfruit it willnot bruise or other- 95
wise injure the same. The curved brace,
which connects and supports the projecting
portions of the wires, is arranged on the ex-
terior of the same, and the fruit-engaging por-
tion, which is curved forward over the rear 100
half of the head, is more or less resilient and.
presents smooth surfaces to the fruit.

By securing the brace to the projecting por-
I tions subsmntlally medially of their respec-
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tive curves thereis not so much danger of the

- fingers being bent or damaged, as the brace

1C
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will prevent their being bent outwardly too
far, and by providing that end of each of the
wires forming the head with an eye the wires
are held against axial rotation without the

‘use of recessed bands and solder.

Changes in the form, proportion, size, and
the minor details of construction within the
scope of the appended claim may be resorted
to without departing from the spirit or sac-

rificing any of the advantages of this inven-
1 as deseribed.

tion.

What is claimed is— _,

In a fruit-picker, the combination with an
approximately-cylindrical chute, of a sub-

stantially-cylindrical head comprising inner
and outer rings, theinnerringsbeing secured
to the upper or outer end of the chute, a se-

ries of wires disposed longitudinally and con-

necting the inner and outer rings, the rear

| wires being extended beyond the outer ring

and curved, and the curved brace c¢rossing
the extended portions of the rear wires and
secured to the same and to the outer ring,
and the handle provided atitsouter end with
& palr of clips spaced apart and secured to
one of therearwiresand located between the
inner and outer rings close to the same in po-
sition to be engaged by the said rings, whereby
the head will be prevented from slipping ma-
terially inward and outward on the handle
when the fruit-picker isin use, substantially

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

CHARLES E. GIBBS.

Witnesses: |
IFrRANCIS H. MARKOR,
ALBERT If. ROBBINS.
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