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1o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THOMAS G. COLEMAﬁ, a

citizen of the United States, residing at Gun-
sight, in the county of Stephens and State of
Texas, have invented a certain new and use-
ful Improvement in Stirrup-Spurs, of which
the following 1s a full, clear, and exact de-
seription.

This invention relates to that class of spurs
for horsemen which are attached to and pro-
ject laterally from a saddle-stirrup.

My invention is designed, primarily, as an
attachment for stirrups; but; as will appear
hereinafter, the spur may be made or fur-
nished with the stirrup in the first instance.

The invention consists of a rowel mounted

upon a shank, which in turnis arranged in a

- casing and normally projected therefrom by
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meansof a spring and adapted to be retracted
within the casing and retained temporarily in

such position, substantially as and for the

purpose hereinafter more particularly set
forth and finally claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, illustrating
my invention, in the several figures of Wthh
like parts are similarly desmn&ted Figure 1
18 a perspective view of one common form of
wooden stirrup having my spur attached.
IFig. 2 is a longitudinal vertical section of the
spur-casing with the rowel-shank partly in
clevation and the spring in elevation and
showing the rowel pr()]eeted for use. - Ig. 3

is a similar view to Kig. 2, but with the Fowel

retracted. Fig. 4is asimilar sectional eleva-
tion taken in a plane at right angles to the
plane of section of Figs. 2 and 3. Fig. 5isa

transverse section taken substantiallyin the
‘plane of line 5 5, I'ig. 2, and looking toward

the left.

I have herein illustrated my invention as |

an attachment applied toan ordinary wooden
stirrup a, but mean not to restrict my inven-
tion to its use on any kind of stirrup or to its
use on a stirrup. .

My invention comprises a casing b, one end
of which is constructed with a removable an-
nular nut or cther plug ¢, against which the
coiled spring d is seated, and the other end
of this casing is provided with the flattened
laterally - flared chamber e, constituting a
shield for the rowel and having the central
tubular bearing f for the rowel-shank.

The rowel ¢ may be of any approved cox-
struction and is mounted in the rowel-shank

or bar 1, which is inserted in the bearing f 53

and projects into the casing and is engaged
with the spring d by means “of the tr ansverse
pin 2, which prefer ably plays in slots 7 in op-
posite sides of the casing b, so that the ex-
pansive farce of the spring is exerted against
the rowel-shank normally to project the rowel
from the casing, as shown in Kigs. 1, 2, and 4.
The inner end of the rowel- shank is reduced
or headed, asat &, and this headed end of the
shank is adanted to be retracted within the
casing, so as to be projected bevond the nut
or plug ¢ into the position shown in Fig. 3
and to be engaged by a spring-detent, which
may be riveted or otherwise secured to the
casing b. The detent ! may be provided with
knob or handle m, which when lifted into
the dotted-line pomtmn Fig. 3, will disengage
the detent from the rowel-shank and per mit
the spring to act to project the said rowel.
The mechanism described is inclosed with

an outer casing n, which may be provided
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with the channel o £0 permit movement of the

detent /, and also provided with the flanges

or brackets », by means of which the spur

may be attached to a stirrup. The knob m
may be of sufficient diameter to fully close
the end of the outer casing n.

When the rowel is withdrawn, as in Fig. 3,

1t is practically concealed or covered over in
the chamber ¢, and thus may be withdrawn

from activity at any time and especially when
it is not desired to use a spur, as when the
rider’s animal is left standing.

By the use of the removable nut or plug ¢
the spring d may be replaced 1ear111y and eco-
nomically.

The outer casing n may be detachably con-
nected to the inner casing b by means of the
screws or other fa,stenings qg. (SeeTig. 4.)

I do not limit my invention to thelocation
of the detent [ on the upper side of the inner

tube, and, in fact, in practice it may be found

advisable to place it on the under side.

It will be noticed that the operative parts
of the spur are thoroughly protected trom at-
mospheric¢ influences, dust, and mud.

Some of the advantages incident to the in-
vention are that the spur is controlled by a
spring, and thus the side stroke will not be
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S0 severe as, butequally effective with, a solid |

stroke of. a heel -spur, since the sprmn‘ will
give more or less under the stroke. Should

the chamber ¢ become clogged in use, it may
be easily cleaned by forecing the rowel back

into it and rotating said rowel. It will be
observed also that it is but the work of a mo-
nment to retract the rowel and to release it,
and if a rider should have an animal requir-
ing very infrequent use of the spur he may
1'etmcb the spur and yet have it in constant
readiness for use.

I have thus described the DLest mode in
which I have contemplated applying the prin-
ciple of my invention, but mean not to be re-
stricted to the mere details set forth, since
these may be changed at pleasure without de-
parting from the prmelple of the invention.

What I claim is—

1. A stirrup-spur, comprising a casing con-
taining a spring, a rowel, a rowel-shank ar-
ranged within said
said spring normally to project said rowel, a
detent adapted to engage the rowel-shank
when the said rowel is withdrawn into the
casing, and an external casing provided with
means for engaging the stirrup, substantially
as deseribed.

casing and engaged by

644,161

2. A spur, comprising a casing having one

end formed with a laterally-extended flat- 30

tened chamber adapted to shield the rowel,
a rowel, a rowel-shank arranged within said
casing, a spring in sald casing engaging said
rowel-shank, a detent addpted to engage the
rowel-shank and hold it against the tensmn
of the spring, means to disengage the said
detent from said shank, and an external cas-
ing, substantially as desecribed. |

3. A stirrup-spur, comprising & casing hav-

ing one end provided with a removable nut

or plug, a spring arranged within said cas-
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ing, a rowel-shank adapted to be engaged by

sald spring normally to project it, a rowel in
sald shank, a rowel-shield at the outer end
of said casing, a detent to engage the rowel-
shank when therowelis retracted within said
shield, and an external casing, the casings,
spring, and rowel-shank being detachable at
pleasure, substantially as desecribed.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand this 29th day of November, A, D.
1899. ~

THOMAS G. COLEMAN.
Witnesses:
K. J. WARD,
J. J. DOUGLASS.
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