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To all whom tt may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES HELD, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at New
York, in the county of New York and State
of New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Devices for Remov-

ing Photographs from Albums, of which the !

following is a full and complete specification,
such as will enable those skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same.

Thisinvention relates to devices for remov-
ing photographs from photograph-albums;
and the object thereof is to provide an im-
proved device of this class by means of which
a photograph may be quickly and easily re-
moved from an album without danger of tear-
ing or otherwise injuring the frame in which
the photograph is placed.

The invention is fully disclosed in the fol-
lowing specification, of which the accompa-
nying drawings form a part, in which—

Figure 1 is a plan view of an open album
and showing the method of operating my im-
provement; Fig., 2, a section on the line 2 2
of Fig. 1, and Fig. 3 a perspective view of the
device which constitutes -the subject of this

- applieation.
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In the drawings forming part of this speci-
fication the separate parts of my improve-
ment are designated by the same numerals of
reference in each of the views, and in Fig. 1
I have shown an ordinary photograph-album
5, the leaves of which are shown at 6, and
each of these leaves is provided with a cen-
tral opening 7, which constitutes the frame
in which the photographisplaced. Theleaves
6 are preferably made of cardboard 8, each
side of which is covered, as shown at 9, with
thin strong paper.in the usual manner, and
the opening 7 is formed Dby cutting out the
cardboard sheet and the frame which holds
the picture or photograph by projecting the
sheets 9inwardly to form flanges 10, all these
features being of the nsual construction.

The bottom flanges 10 of the frame are pret-
erably wider than the sides and top flanges,
and near the bottom of the leaf below the
opening 7 is a transverse slit 11, through
which the photograph is passed.

A photograph is.represented at 12 in Iig.
2, and when inserting the sameinto theframe
formed in the leaf the upper end thereof is

—

- hook or projection 15,

| passed through the slit 11 and shoved up-

wardly until the photograph drops into posi-
tion. When once in position, it is very dif-
ficult to remove the photograph without tear-
ing or otherwise injuring the leat or the frame
in which the photograph is placed, and the
bottom strip or flange 10 is easily torn or in-
jured, and it 1s to obvmte this mouble that
my improvement is provided.
- This device consists of a long thin flexible
blade13,preferably composed of spring metal,
provided at one end with a handle 14, prefer-

1 ably formed integrally therewith, and at the

opposite end with a short a,nﬂ'ulal shoulder
The blade 13 is prefer-
ably quite narrow and isslightly wider at the
handle end thereof than at the other end, and
the hook or projection 15 is very short, be-
ing no longer than the thickness of an ordi-
nary c aldboald on which the photograph is
mounted.

In using this device the hook end 15 of the
blade 13 is passed through the slit 11 and
said blade is pushed upwardly back of the
photograph until the hook 15 of the end there-
of engages with the upper end of the photo-
oraph TThis operation presses the lower end
of the photograph outwardly, and with it the

“bottom flange or strip 10, as shown in Fig. 2,

and then by pulling downwardly on the han-
dle 14 of the blade 13 the photograph may be
easily removed, as will be readily understood.

By means of this device a photograph may
be quickly and easily removed from an album
without danger of tearing or otherwise injur-
ing the album or the leaf ‘thereof in which the
photooraph is placed, and although I have
shown the handle 14 and the blade 13 as

formed integrally it will be apparent that

changes in and modifications of the construe-
tion descnbed may be made without depart-
ing from the spirit of my invention or sacri-
ﬁcmﬂ* its advantages, the only object in this
eonneetlon being to prowde_ a, device for the

purpose Speciﬁed having a long thin spring
shank or blade having a short hook or projec--

tion at one end, and it will be also apparent
that this device may be made of other mate-

rial than that herein specified.

Having fully described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—
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A device for removing photographs from In testimony that I elaim the foregoing as
albums, comprising a handle provided with | my invention I have signed myname, in pres- 10
a long thin flexible shank or blade having an | ence of the subsecribing witnesses, this- 10th
angular shoulder or projection at the end op- | day of July, 1899.

5 posite the handle, said projection being sub- CHARLES HELD.
stantially of a length corresponding to the | Witnesses:
thickness of a photograph card-mount, sub- IF. A. STEWART,

stantially as shown and desecribed. C. C. OLSEN,
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