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To all whom it may concer:
Be it known that I, COATSWORTH E. RAUS-
SEAU, a citizen of the United States, residing

at Clear Water, in the county of Hillsborough

and State of I‘lomda have invented certain
new and useful Impmvemeuts in Buckles, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention l'elates to an improvement in
buckles adapted for general use with straps,
but especially adapted for use upon harness.

The primary object of the invention 18 to
protect and conceal the tongue of the buckle

~ to prevent its catching upon a horse’s tail or
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other objeets with Wthh the buckle is likely
to contact.

The construction and novel features of the
improved buckle will be fully deseribed here-
inafter and defined in the appended claim
in connection with the accompanymo' draw-
ings, in which—

Figure 1is a plan view of a stlap provided
with my improved buckle. Kig. 21is a cen-
tral sectional view of the same, and Fig. 3 1s
a plan view of the buckle detached with its
hinged shield or cover turned back from the

'buckle frame.

The frame of the buckle conswts of par-
allel end bars 1 and 2 and parallel side bars
3 and 4. As shown in Fig. 2, the end bars
project above the upper surfaces of the side
bars to constitute walls, between which, at
one side of the frame, is pivotally secured a
cover or shield 5 by means of a pin 6, hav-
ing bearing in the end bars 1 and 2 and ex-
tending through an opening formed 1n a de-
pending enlargement or flange 7 of the shield
or cover. The under surface of the flange 7

is rounded and beveled to form a ecam-sur- |.

face 8§, adapted to bear against a strap 9,

wwhich extends through the buckle.

10 designates a central cross-bar which is
centrally reduced to receive a tongue 11,
which is bent around the bar 10 in the usual
manner.

The outer surface of the shield or cover 5
is bulged or bent- upwardly at its center, as
shownat 12, to fitover the point of the tongue,
a gslit 13 being also formed in the shield,
through which the end of the tongue projects.

The operation and utility of the improved
buckle will be clear from the foregoing de-
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scription and accompanyingillustrations, but -

may be briefly described as follows: To the
cross-bar 3 of the frame is secured a strap 14,
the opposite or free end 9 of which passes
between the cross-bar 4 and the cam exten-
sion of the shield or cover. It will beappar-
ent that an outward pull upon the portion 9
of the strap will cause 1t to bind tightly
against the cam-surface of the shield, thus
forcing the free side of said shield into con-
tact w1th the strap to hold the shield closed.

I claim—

A buckle consisting of a frame comprising
parallel end bars, side bars; and a central
cross-bar; a tongue pivoted upon the cen-
tral cross-bar; and a shield or cover pivot-
ally secured between said end bars above one

of said side bars and formed on its under

surface below its pivotal point with a cam
whereby the shield or eover is held in closed
position by contact with a strap passing be-
tween the cam and the adjacent side bar.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

COATSWORTH E. RAUSSEATU.

Witnesses: .
THOS. J. SHERIDAN,
(x. (. SHERIDAN.,
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