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Lo wll whom it may concerr.:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM J. SEXNG, a
citizen of the United States residing at Chi-
cago, in the county of Cool and State of T1i-
noics have invented certain new and useful
Impmvementﬁ in Reclining-Chair Fixtures;
and I do hereby declare the following to be 2
full, clear, and exact description of the Inven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which it appertains to make and use the
same. | -

My invention relates to a novel construe-
tion in a reclining-chair fixture, the object be-
ing to provide a device of thls character of
very simple and efficient construction which

can be readily operated by the occupant of
the chair without leaving same to adjust the
back to any desired position; and it consists
in the features of construction and combina-
tions of parts hereinafter fully deseribed and
claimed.

In theaccompanying drawings, illustr atmg
my invention, Figure 1 is a side elevation of

a reclining-chair provided with a fixture con-
structed in accordance with my invention.
Fig. 2 13 a rear elevation of one partof my in-

vention, showing the other part in section.
Kig. 3 15 a sectional view on the line 3 3 of
Flg 2, showing the two positions of my de-

vice. Fig. 41isa top plan of the rod connect-
ing the b‘wk with the arms.

M} device is designed partlculmly for the

class of chairs known as ‘‘Morris” chairs,
which consistof a rigid chair-body A, having
arms B rigid therewith and a pivoted back C
for adjusting the position of which various de-
vices have been designed.

My device consists of cluteh members D,
one of which is secured to each arm of the
chalr and is adapted to engage a rod E, piv-
otally secured to said back C. Each of said
ciutch members D consists of a plate F, adapt-
ed to be secured to the lower face of the arm

B, and is provided on its side edges with
parallel downwardly-extending ears G of ir-

regular outline, being cmved on their rear
and lower edﬂes and partially cut away on
their front edfj'e% Kach of said ears is per-

torated adjacent its rearend and eccentric to
same to receive a pin I, pivotally connecting
a member I with said ears . Said member
1 consists of a plate having parallel flanges |

| J, between which sald ears G are lecewed

said flanges being of greater length than s.:ud
plate, so that the la,ttel depends below said
ears (. The projecting portions of said
flanges J, between which said ears  are re-
ceived, are also perforated to receive said pin
H, the ends of the latter being enlarged to
form heads to prevent withdrawal of said pin,
the latter being preferably along rivet. The

perforations through said flanges J are lo-

cated out of the plane of the plate, thereby
hanging the latter eccentrically or in such a

‘manner that pressure applied to said plate

in a vertical direction will turn same on its
pivot, and, further, when perfectly free said
plates will hang normally at an incline, thus
having a tendency always to assume a posi-
tion to eluteh the rod. One of said flanges J

1s provided with a projection K, adapted to

engage the lower edge of one of said ears G
to limit the movement of said plate I in one
direction, but permiiting it free motion in
the other direction. In dotted lines, Fig. 3
I have shown said plate I at the forward limit
of its movement, at which it stands practi-
cally perpendicular to said plate I. Said
plate I is provided with an elongated slot L,
of greater width than depth, through which

.the rod I passes, thereby permitting said rod

E some lateral motion, this being essential to
obviate the necessity of accurately adjusting
sald rod K.

My device is operated in a very simple man-
ner, the occupant of the chair being required
only to grasp the rods I and raise the same,
thereby bringing the plate Iinto the position
shown in dotted lines in Fig. 3, thus releas-
ing said rods and permitting same to move
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forward and back freely. By so movingsaid

rods until the back is in the desired position
and then dropping same saild rods will be

immediately clutched by said plates I, and

thereby held against rearward movement,

The rods E are preferably the ends of a
U-shaped rod extending across the back C
and pivotally secured by means of plates M.
The free ends of said rods E are bent down-
wardly to prevent the occupant of the chair
from having his fingers caught between said
ends and the cluteh membel.s

I claim as my invention—

1. Inareclining-chair, the co mbmatwn Wlth
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a chair-body having a pivoted back, and rods
pivotallysecured tosaid back, of clutches piv-
otally mounted uponarigid part of the chair
and adapted to engage sald rods to hold sald

back in any deswed position, said clutches

being pivoted at points eccentric to the parts
engaging the rods, whereby they are adapted
to be actuated to engage or release said rods
by turning said rods on their pivots,

2. Ina reellmnﬂ'-ehdlr the combination with
a chair-body having a pivoted back, and rods |

pivotally secured to said back, of clutches se-
cured to a rigid part of the chair and engag-
ing the free end% of sald rods, said clutches
each including a depending plate having a

slot through which said rods pass, and hav-

ing a flange extending transversely to said
plate said member bem pivotally secured
to said chair by means of a pin passing
through said flange at a point out of the plane
of said plate, whereby when pressure is ap-
plied to said plate by lowering or raising the
free end of the rod, said plate will be turned
on its pivot to engage and release the rod.

3. Inareclining-chair, the combination with
a chair-body having a pivoted back, and rods

pivotally secured to said back, of clutches
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carried by a rigid part of the chair, said

cluatehes each mcludmw a member havmfr a

slot through which arod passes, sald member
being pwotally secured to sald chair at &
point offset from the plane of said member,
whereby said clutches may be aettlated by
the movements of said rods.

4. Inareclining-chair,thecombination with

& chair-body having arms, and a back pivot-

ally mounted on said chair-body, of rods piv-
otally secured to said back and passing un-
derneath said arms, and elutches mounted on
sald arms and adapted to engage said rods,
said clutches each including a depending
niember pivotally secured to each arm, the

- pivot being eccentric to the part enﬂ*aﬂ'mﬂ' the
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rod, whereby said clutch is operated by rais-

ing and lowering the rod.
5 In areelmmﬂ*-chau ,the combination w1th
achair-body havmﬂ' ar ms rigid therewith, and

~a pivoted back, of rods pwotally secmed to
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said back and passing under said arms, and
clutches carried by said arms and adapted to

engage satd rods, said clutches each compris-

ing a plate secured to the arm and provided
with a downwardly-extending projection, a

. plate provided with a slot through which the
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rod is adapted fto pass and with flanges piv-
otally secured to said projection of S&ld first-
named plate, said last-named plate being piv-
oted at a point eccentric thereto, whereby
same can be operated to engage or release the
red by pivotal movement Of t-he latter.

6. Inareclining-chair,the combination with

a chair-body having armsrigid therewith, and
a pivoted back, of rods pivotally secured to
sald back and passing under said arms, and

clutches carried by said arms and adapted to 6 5

engage sald rods, said clutches each compris-
ing a plate secured to the arm and provided
with downwardly-extending parallel flanges,

‘a plate provided with a slot through which
the rod is adapted to pass and with parallel
flanges pivotally secured to said flanges of

said first-named plate, at a point offset from

said. slotted plate whereby.the latter can be

operated to engage or release the rod by piv-
otal movement of the rod.

7. In areclining-chair,the combination with
‘achair-body havm ogarmsrigid therewith, and

a pivoted back, of rods pivot&lly SGOured to
sald back and passing under said arms, and
clutches carried by said arms and adapted to

engage sald rods, said clutches each compris-

ing a plate secured to the arm and provided
with downwardly-extending parallel flanges,
a plate provided with a laterally-elongated

perforation through which said rodis adapted
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to pass and in which it has lateral play, and

provided with parallel flanges pivotally se-
cured to sald flangesof said first-named plate,
the pivotof said plate beingeccentric thereto,
whereby same can be operated to engage and
release the rod by pivotal movement of the

-__ latter.

5. Ina 1ecl1nmg—cha.u ,the combmat-mn with
a chair-bodyhavingarms rigid therewith, and

| a pivoted back, of rods pivotally secured to
said back and extending uunderneath said

arms, and clutches carried by said arms and
a,dapted to engage sald rods to hold said back
in any desired position, each of said clutches
comprising a plate secured to the lower face

of the arm and provided with downwardly-

Qo

95'

00O

extending parallel flanges, a plate provided

with parallel flanges between which said
flanges of said first-named plate are adapted

to be received, perforations in all of said
flanges, a pin passing through said perfora-
tions and pivotally securing “said plates to-
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gether, a projection on one of the flanges of

said last-named plate adapted to engage one
of the flanges of said first-named plate tolimit
the motion of said last-named plate in one di-
rection, and a laterally-elongated perforation
in said last-named plate through which said
rod is adapted to pass, Wheleby said rod is
given lateral play, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature

in presence of two witnesses.
WILLIAM J. SENG.

Witnesses:
RUDOLPH WM Lorz,
E. F. WILSON.
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