UNITED STATES PateEnT OFFICE.

BERNHARD HOFFMANN, OF PARIS, FRANCE.

PROCESS OF SOLIDIFYING PETROLEUM.

SPECIFICATION forming' part of Letters Patent No. 641,962, dated J anuary 23, 1900.
Application filed April1, 1899, Serial No. 71_1.405. (No specimens,)

fo all whom it may concern:
- Beit known that I, BERNHARD HOFFMANN,
engineer, a citizen of Germany, residing at

‘No. 23 Rue le Peltier, Paris, in the Repub-

lic of France, have invented a certain new
and useful Process of Solidifying Petroleum
and Manufacturing Briquets Therefrom, (for
which I have made application for s patent

~in Great Britain, dated -March 14, 1899, No.

ife)

5

5,064, andin Germany, dated March 11, 1899,)

of which the following is a specification.
This inventionrelatesto an improved proc-

ess of solidifying petroleum; and it consists,

essentially,inadding to the petroleum a quan-
tity of curd soap and stearin, and heating

and stirring the mixture untiltheingredients
are melted and thoroughly mixed, so that a

homogeneous mass is obtained which solidi--

fies on cooling. A suitable proportior of thie

.8ald ingredients is, for example, as follows:

ninety-one parts, by weight, of petroleum,

seven parts of curd soap, and two parts of |
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stearin. These proportions, however, may
be somewhat modified to give the solidified
mass any required consistency from that of
waXx to that of eream. |

Having described my improved process,
what I ¢claim is—

The herein-described process of solidifying
petroleum @&il, which consists in mingling, ap-
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proximately, ninety-one parts by weight of .

such oil with seven parts of curd soap and

two parts of stearin, heating the mixture until

the soap and stearin are melted and thor-

oughly mixed, and then cooling and solidify-
ing the same, substantially as specified.

| In testimony whereof I have hereunto set

my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-
nesses. |

BERNHARD HOFFMANN.

Witnesses:
. (ERALD L. SMITH,
EDWARD GARDNER.
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