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1o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CARL E. BAUER, a citi-

zen of the United States, residing at Chicago,
Cook county, Illinois, have invented g new
and useful Improved Bolster for Cars,of which
the following is a specification. |
My invention relates to bolsters for cars
made of rolled or plate metal, and may be
formed of any preferred section having a

plate or web, whether the same be provided

with flanges or not. |

More specifically, my invention has for its
object the provision of a recess or depression
near the end of one or the other of the bolster
members and the formation of a correspond-
Ing projection near the end of the other of the

bolster members, said projection engaging |

said recess to form a strong and efficient con-
nection between the two bolster members near
the ends of the same. |
In order to obtain a secure connection be-
tween the recess and the depression which I
have formed upon the respective ends of the
two- bolster members, I bend the two mem-
bers together at their ends,soasto cause them
to lie in contiguous relation to each otherand

~along parallel planes, the two members being

held in such relation by means of a plurality
of rivets. |

My bolster is of course provided with some
form of intermediate strutor middle support;
butthe precise construction of this constitutes
nopart of my presentinvention, asany design
could be used which might be preferred. °

Intheaceompanyingdrawings, Figure1is a
partial plan view.  Fig. 2 isa side elevation,
partly in section, of a bolster embodying my
invention in preferred form. Fig. 3is a sec-
tion through the end of the tension and com-
pression members, taken on the line 8 3 of
Fig. 2. Fig. 41is a view illustrating the sub-
stitution of a plate for a compression mem-
ber in place of the channel shown in Fig. 2,
and Fig. 5 illustrates.the use of a channel for
a tension member.

To form a bolster in aeéordanee with my-

present invention, I first take a compres-
sion member and at or near the end thereof
stamp a depression or recess. In Figs. 1 and
2 the channel 6 is the compression member,
and the recess therein is formed at 7 in the

' web of the channel.

gether by one and the same operation.

tended clear to the edge on either side.

I next take a tension
member and form thereon a projection corre-
sponding to the recess formed in the com-
pression member, fastening the two members
together by means of rivets. In Figs. 1, 2,
and 5 I have shown a plate or strap tension
member 8, the projection 9 thereon engaging
the recess 7 in the compression member, as
shown, and being secured by means of the
rivets 10.

In order to get the best results from a bol-

.ster made In accordance with this invention

and insure that the tension member after the
bolster is completed will be somewhat under
strain, I prefer to place the tension member

upon the compression member after the re-

cess has been made in the compression mem-
ber and then press or force the web portion
of the tension member down into the com-
pression - member recess, thus forming the
projection upon the tension member exactly
to fit the recess and securing the whole to-
In
order to more securely guard against an
movement of the adjacent ends of the two
members in a lateral direction relative to
each other, the depression and projection are
formed intermediate the edges—that is,
neither the projection nor the recess are ex-
To
obtain a more perfect interlocking engage-
ment between the depression and its corre-
sponding projection, the sides of the depres-
sion which are transverse to the bolster are
made in an abrupt plane relative to the lon-

-gitudinal plane of the members on which the

depression or projection is formed.

While, as stated, I prefer to use a channel
as a compression member and a plate for a
tension member, other sectional forms could
besubstituted, if desired, and by way of illus-

tration in this connection I have indicated in

I'ig. 4 the construction of a bolster in accords-
ance with my invention having both its ten-
sion and compression members made of plates
or straps, and in Fig. 5§ a bolster formed in
accordance with my invention having a echan-
nel tension member and a plate compression
member. I desirealsotocall attention to the

fact that whileIhaveshown and deseribed my
present improved bolster as having the re-
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intermediate its edges the sides of

2 . . 641,821

cesses formed in the compression memberand

the projections, which engage the recesses,
formed in the tension member the construc-

tion in this regard could be exactly reversed,

if oceasion required, without departinwfrom
the spirit of my invention. |

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim asnew, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s—

1. A bolster for cars comprising a mlddle
support, a tension member and a compres-

sion member, one of sald members at or near

its end having a depression formed therein

intermediate its edges and the other of said

members formed with a corresponding pro-
jection thereon engagingsaid depression,sub-
stantially as described.

9. A bolster for cars comprising a middle
support, a tension member and a compres-
sion member, one of saild members at or near

its end having a depression formed therein
said de-

pression transverse to the bolster being in

an abrupt or rectangular plane relative to the
longitudinal pla,ne of its member and the
other of said members constructed with a
corresponding projection thereon engaging
said depression, substantially as descrlbed

3. A bolster for cars comprising a middle
support, a tension member and a compres-
sion member, one of sald members at or near

30

its end havmn' a depression formed therein

intermediate 1ts edges and the other of said
members constr ueted with a corresponding
projection thereon engaging said depression,

the lower surface of S?le pro;]ectlon adapted
to contact with the upper surface of said de-
pression so that the two may securely inter-

lock, and means for seeurely holding the
ends of said members in contiguous 1e1atmn
to each other.

CARIL E. BAUER.

Witnesses:
ITESTER D. DAIRD,
PATUL SYNNESTVEDT.
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